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The Good News

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ!

In a recent blog, our Bishop Schnase writes: “At our Annual Conference session in June, Rev. Emanuel Cleaver II provoked us to think in fresh ways about our human tendency to grumble and avoid work rather than to take responsibility and fulfill tasks. He showed us the thick rubber band he wears on his wrist. Every time he’s tempted to complain or blame, he quietly removes the band from one wrist and puts it on the other to remind himself to change his attitude from complaining to positive action. . . . So many times we find ourselves lamenting and saying, “If only I had more resources, more gifts, more time… if only someone would do such and such… if only my church, my people, or my pastor would… if only God would….” However, we’re only able to respond to God’s call when we reverse the words and realize, “Only if I take responsibility, learn how, and get to work… only if I give my gifts and offer my efforts… only if our church works on this together… only if we respond to God’s call will things get done.”

In response,Sharon Crawford from Sumach United Methodist Church was moved to write a poem:
If only I had the time, 
If only I had a talent,
I’d do more to serve God’s Son;
I’d be more actively involved;
But only if I take the time
But only if I test myself,
can any service be done.
Will my talents be known at all.

If only I could sing,
If only’s seem to cloud our judgments
I’d sing praises of His Word;
As to our courage, and our skills;
But only if I raise my voice,
But only if we trust our faith,
Will my song of praise be heard.
Can we go forth and do His will.

This week the leaders of our church will be meeting to discuss how we might better fulfill the church’s mission: “To seek, teach, baptize, and send disciples into the world to serve as witnesses for Christ.”  Please pray for our meeting. And pray that our church might gain a clear vision of how to best accomplish God’s Will for our church - not “if only,” but only if we pray and work together as a congregation.  God’s blessings to each of you in the new year!
Love, Pastor Gary
[image: image1.jpg]






 

Church Summer Camp

 

The conference camping schedule and registration forms will soon be posted on the bulletin board in Fellowship Hall for children and youth from the 3rd grade on up. Not only is camping loads of fun, but it is a great way to make a deeper connection to God and to make friends that will last a life time. Full and partial scholarships are available; see Pastor Gary. We will make sure any child or youth who wants to attend will attend! Registrations need to be in by the end of March to receive early-bird discount.
Haiti Earthquake Response
There continues to be wide spread injury and loss of life, damage, and devastation from the Haitian earthquake. Our brothers and sisters in Haiti need our immediate prayers and support. UMCOR has established an advance special number to accept donations to respond to this earthquake.  Go to http://tinyurl.com/umcorhaiti or donate to Advance Special #418325 “Haiti Emergency”. UMCOR workers are known all over the world for their compassion, leadership, expertise and guidance in disaster recovery efforts, and 100% of every dollar donated goes to the specific designated program. 

Watoto Children’s Choir
The Watoto Children’s Choir will present a concert at Cassidy UMC at 7 p.m. on Friday, January 22. In Africa, there are 60 million orphaned and vulnerable children. Watoto is a holistic program targeted towards meeting the essential needs of parentless children in Uganda, providing spiritual, physical, educational, and emotional care. Since 1994 Watoto Children’s Choirs have toured internationally spreading a message of hope for Africa’s children. The choir presents Watoto’s vision and mission  through their music and dance, which is an energetic fusion of contemporary gospel and traditional African rhythm. Plan on attending this “Concert of Hope,” a colorful and lively demonstration of the life-changing love of God experienced by the children of Watoto. 

Missions News

 

Least of These – In December, we collected a total of 92 packages of pasta, jello, & pudding for December to go to Least of These.  Our donation in February will be dry beans.
Souper Bowl Campaign - Each year in January, as we look forward to Super Bowl Sunday, we receive cans and boxes of soup to be given to The Least of These in Nixa. Last year, we received 658 cans of soup. We’ll have to try hard to exceed that number this year!

 
New Pictorial Directory
We will be taking photographs at the church for a new pictorial directory on Wednesday, February 3 from 3 to 9:30 p.m. and on Thursday, February 4 from 2 to 8:30 p.m. It will only take about 10 minutes. We have several newer folks, and we want everyone to participate so we can get to know each other better! Please sign-up on the sheets in the narthex.

Choir Members Needed
Love to sing? Come join us in choir! We are just beginning to prepare for the Lenten/Easter season - Wednesday evenings @ 7 p.m.


 

 
Safe Sanctuary Program

All those who with work with children or youth - or have an interest in doing so – need to be trained or have refresher training on our Safe Sanctuary Program. This is a mandated program of the United Methodist Church that protects children, youth, and adult care-givers. Its basic requirement is that 2 unrelated adults must be present with children. Please contact Sabrina Inman, (725-3416, inmanacres@centurytel.com) to schedule your training.
Crafting Opportunities Expand
Starting in February, there will be two opportunities to participate in group crafting: the craft group meets on the second Tuesday @ 7 p.m.; in addition, we will begin crafting at 10 a.m. on Tuesday mornings in conjunction with the UMW, which meets at 10 a.m. until early afternoon and breaks about 11:30 for lunch. See Terry Langley for details.

All skill levels are needed and encouraged to join us – we’ll have a job for you! In February, we’ll be working on things for the 2010 bazaar. We’ll begin with Spirelli ornaments - these are easy and fun! Come whenever your schedule permits on Tuesday mornings or the second Tuesday evening - learn a new craft or bring your own project! (Note: the UMW cooks on the first Tuesday and has a business meeting on the second Tuesday, but we’ll craft around those activities.)  Bring your own lunch!



Prayer Concerns





++  Jackie Siemens  	++  Gary & Karen Scheel


++  John Weatherford	++  Bob Daigle


++  Bob Block  	++  James Wayne Hobbs


++  Aaron Puffer	++  Sandra & Leroy Mitchell


++  Pam Foster	 ++  Kathy Snelson


++  Janet Townsend (cancer/chemo)


++  Jodie Jackson (perforated colon)


++  Salatiael Guambe UMC and Pastor Ermelinda


Lazaro Batala  (our Mozambique partner church)





The next Tuesday Night Dinner ($6) is February 2. The menu this month is pork loin or chicken casserole, potatoes au gratin, green peas, rolls, salad, and a selection of wonderful desserts! Carryouts are always available! Proceeds this month support the PET (Personal Energy Transportation) program.





Upcoming events:


Education Team: Wed., Jan. 27 @ 7 p.m.


5th Sunday Hymn Sing: Sun. Jan. 31 @ 5 p.m.


Tuesday Night Dinner: Tues., Feb. 2, @ 5-6:30 p.m.


Evangelism Team: Wed., Feb. 3 @ 9 a.m.


Finance Comm.: Wed., Feb. 3 @ 6 p.m.


Missions Team: Tues., Feb. 9 @ 9 a.m.


UMW Business Meeting: Tues., Feb. 9 @ 10 a.m.


Crafting Group: Tues., Feb. 9 @ 7 p.m.


Trustees: Wed., Feb. 10 @ 6 p.m.


United Methodist Men: Sat., Feb. 13 @ 7:30 a.m.


Riverview Worship Svc: Sun., Feb. 14 @ 2:30 p.m.


Spiritual Life Team: Tues., Feb. 16 @ 9 a.m.


Emergency Planning: Tues., Feb. 16 @ 6:30 p.m.


Admin. Council: Wed., Feb. 17 @ 6 p.m.


Ladies’ Lunch Bunch: Fri., Feb. 19 @ 11 a.m. 


	Education Team: Wed., Feb. 24 @ 6 p.m.





� SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1�Weekly Schedule:


Church office hours: 8 a.m. to noon, Mon. thru Fri. (582-3632) 


	� SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1�Sunday: 	Sunday School/Adult Studies	9:30 A.M.


		  	Worship	10:45 A.M.


		C.R.E.W. (Youth: 5th-12th)	5:30 P.M.


	Tuesday: UMW Rebecca Circle/Crafting	10:00 A.M.


	Wednesday: Choir	7:00 P.M.


	Thursday:  Disciple II	6:30 P.M.


Friday: Open Prayer Time (all welcome)	8:45 A.M.








Fifth Sunday Hymn Sing





Our next Hymn Sing is Sunday, January 31. We will gather in Fellowship Hall @ 5:00 p.m. Bring your favorite finger-food to share. We’ll move to the sanctuary at 5:30 for pick-your-favorite-hymn congregational singing, as well as solos and specials.  Join us! 











Our Attendance:





	Dec. 20	160


	Dec. 21	39


	Dec. 24	121


	Dec. 28	78


	Jan.   3	47


	Jan. 10	83


	Jan. 17	112


	


You are missed when


you are not present.


 











Our Mission:


to seek, teach,


baptize and


send disciples


into the world


as witnesses


for Christ.


 











Thank You





Thank you for your prayers, cards and Christian love expressed to Stan and me during the illness and loss of my brother. It is so wonderful to have such a loving and supportive church family. Stan & June Hobbs





Dear Cassidy Family, Thank you for the prayer shawl for my sister, the beautiful flowering plant, and a special thank you for all the cards and prayers. Thanks again. God bless. Stan & June Teske





To our church family, Thanks so much for celebrating our 40th wedding anniversary with us. Jackie and I had a great time at the reception, and we’ve spent hours reading and rereading the wonderful cards. You topped it off with your unexpected gift to the Alzheimer’s Association. You couldn’t have chosen a more appropriate gift! We are so blessed to be part of this church family. Stan and Jackie Siemens





Dear Church Family, Thank you so much for remembering me at this very special time of year. It is a talent God has blessed me with and gives me joy to share it with you. God bless you all. Love, Sharon Culbertson





Dear friends, Thank you for the Christmas gift and kind words when it was presented! We are blessed to be part of the Cassidy UMC family! Love, Pastor Gary & Terry





Gary and Congregation, On behalf of the shelter, I would like to thank you for your donation of $100. The client that this money will help (return to family in California) is very thankful as well! Sincerely, Alisha, Case Manager, Freedom’s Rest Women’s Shelter











HAPPY 90TH BIRTHDAY TO RACHEL MCCOY





Rachel McCoy is the longest-attending member in our Cassidy Church family, beginning here when she was 6 years old. Rachel will be turning 90 years old in February and is still an active member. You are invited to help her children honor this birthday by attending their open-house birthday reception for Rachel on Sunday afternoon, February 14, 2010, from 1:30 to 3:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall of Cassidy church. No gifts, please, other than the gift of your presence and love; although, a card for her memory book will be treasured for a long time to come.








FEBRUARY  BIRTHDAYS


 


	1	Jane Kennon	16	Barbara Linn


	5 	Kathleen Larkins	22  	Nell Peevy


	6  	Bethany (Fite) Olwig	23  	Elaine Crowley  


	6 	Megan Williams	23  	Marian Hawk  


	9  	Lee Freeman	23  	Robert Pitts


	9  	Brian Grasmick	24	Lauren Inman


	11  	Jack Kennon	24  	Kelsi Thomas


	12  	Rachel McCoy	25  	Lester King


	13  	Sharon Skinner	 


	


FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARIES


 


(No February Anniversaries!)





May your special day be full of joy and 


happiness for each of you!











Our Faithful Giving - 2009


Our total giving for 2009 was:


	General budget:	$ 142,818


	Designated giving:	  30,552


	Total giving:	$ 173,370





Included in our designated giving, our giving for missions in 2009 was:


Special Sundays:


Human Relations Sunday 	$  65


One Great Hour of Sharing 	291


Native American Sunday 	90


Peace With Justice Sunday 	50


World Communion Sunday 	30


Student Day	67


Mozambique:


Covenant Partner	990


Bring-it-forward MO Conf. (church building)	173


Undesignated	50


Local Missions:


Gideons	485


PET (personal energy transportation)	177


Lives Under Construction Boys’ Ranch	950


	VBS (St. Andrews - hunger relief)	341


	Christmas in July (Salvation Army)	92


Festival of Sharing	   1305


Least of These	1095


Freedom’s Rest Domestic Violence Ctr	504


Habitat for Humanity	500


Care to Learn	300


Holiday family & donated gifts	447


Backpack program & donated gifts	  158


Total:	$8160


 


Material Goods:


Aluminum Cans (Habitat for Humanity) - 112 lbs.


Alum. Can Tabs (Ronald McDonald) - 2 houses


Cans of soup (Least of These) - 658


Mitten tree (mittens/hats/scarves) – 172 items


Food  items (Least of These) – 1000++ items!


 


Thank you for your extravagant generosity and generous support for all of our mission outreach programs.


 








Worship Hours


Sunday School/Adult Studies 	9:30 A.M.


Worship  	10:45 A.M.
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