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The Good News

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ!

Happy New Year! Wow - that already seems like old news, doesn’t it? The days rush past; Christmas and New Years are in our rear view mirror. And yet each day gives us the opportunity to grow a little closer to God and to serve God’s purposes. In last Sunday’s message, I stated that there are no physical or material guarantees in this life, that a relationship of faith with God doesn’t guarantee material success, but instead, a growing relationship of faith with God guarantees growth in the fruit of the Spirit, such things as love, joy, peace, patience, and kindness. In other words, a relationship of faith allows us to experience these fruit in the midst of any circumstances life might have to offer, good or bad. 

I hope you know that to be true in your life. I encourage you to consciously take opportunities to grow spiritually: attend worship each week, come to the Adult Study Sunday morning at 9:30 a.m., join one of our small groups and/or Disciple Bible study, get involved with the Domestic Violence Center ministry and/or the Riverview Assisted Living worship ministry. The rewards of a growing relationship of faith with God are amazing!
Besides looking forward, New Years always gives us a chance to look back and reflect. I am so thankful to have the opportunity to minister at Cassidy United Methodist Church!  Terry and I were grateful for the monetary expression of love we received at year’s end because it made us feel appreciated. Our church is full of wonderful, caring folks, and together we are reaching out and making a difference in our community. 

Below, you’ll read about the difference we are making at the Domestic Violence Center. But we also regularly interact with other folks in need. A while back a rather scruffy looking gentleman entered the sanctuary during my sermon and walked all the way to the front. I’ll admit I was a little taken aback at first, but as I kept my eye on him, he seemed to just be listening to my sermon. It was a Communion Sunday, and since he was at the front I invited him to begin. He mumbled something about not being clean (that’s why he walked to the front – he’d been sleeping in his car), but I encouraged him to partake. After the service was over, he knelt at the altar rail and several of our members prayed with him. I was so proud of our congregation that rather than shun this smelly, homeless man, we had many expressions of concern. Over the next couple of weeks our church was able to assist him through our Compassion Fund to get to Florida where he had a support system. The next Sunday he called me from Florida to thank me and our church again and to let me know he was doing well and had already found a church there where he felt welcomed!

We also recently received a call from a young, single mother with two children who had been able to move into her own place, but had very few furnishings. We sent out an appeal, and in a day or two, a co-worker asked a congregant if they knew someone who needed a couch and shelving units. We were able to deliver these to the young woman who was so thankful!  It’s great to be able to assist with God’s work! 
Love, Pastor Gary
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Ladies Lunch Bunch
All ladies of CUMC are invited to the Ladies Lunch Bunch this Friday, January 20. We will go to the Lemon Drop in Ozark and then in February (on the 17th) we will go to the Riverwalk Cafe in Ozark. The carpool will leave from the church promptly at 11 a.m. or meet us at the restaurant about 11:15. Come with ideas on places to visit for the next several months!
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Missions News

 

· Giving for missions in 2011:
Special Sundays:

Human Relations Sunday 
$  40
One Great Hour of Sharing 
95
Native American Sunday 
85
Peace with Justice Sunday 
20
World Communion Sunday 
65
Student Day
31
Mozambique:

Covenant Partner
990

Bring-it-forward MO Conf. 
100
Other Missions:

PET (personal energy transportation)
180

Lives Under Construction Boys’ Ranch
510
Festival of Sharing
   912
Least of These
2016
Freedom’s Rest Domestic Violence Ctr
2450
Habitat for Humanity
25

UMCOR – Japan Relief
371

Joplin Tornado
1500

ALS Walk
      70
Total:
$9460
 

The above items do not include the 100’s of pounds of food for Least of These, as well as other ministries such as the mitten tree, recycling, etc. (449 cans/boxes of soup, 99 Christmas gifts for Least of These to distribute, 208 gloves, hats, mittens, etc.) Thank you for your extravagant generosity and generous support for all of our mission outreach programs.
· Souper Bowl Campaign - Each year in January, as we look forward to Super Bowl Sunday, we receive cans and boxes of soup. Watch for the display in the church foyer.
Kitchen News
Please check the table in the fellowship hall! We have an assortment of dishes, baskets & serving pieces that have been left after church dinners. We will leave them to be claimed until Sunday, January 29. The following Sunday, February 5, they will be available to anyone who wants them. After that date, they will be donated to Neat Repeats.

Domestic Violence Center

2011 Ministry Recap
In May 2011 the church began a concerted effort to provide assistance to the Christian County Domestic Violence Center-Freedom’s Rest, as part of our mission efforts. The following is a recap of the assistance that has been provided in the past eight months:
In May, the church began providing service by starting 1-hour classes once a week on a rotational basis. Nine ladies of the church present classes/services on budgeting, couponing, legal issues, job applications/resumes, sewing, medical issues & haircuts in a 9-week rotation. In order to allow the Moms to attend the weekly class, the church also provides childcare. Presently, the 4 needed childcare providers are covered by 18 persons on a rotational basis, but we can always use more! This weekly educational effort has been continuously provided since its initiation.
In September the church participated in SERVE 2011, a conference-wide effort of the United Methodist Church, by sponsoring a workday with lunch at Freedom’s Rest. There were over 40 people that assisted with the work projects and lunch preparations. The following work projects were accomplished: wall built with double-door in garage for storage, ceilings repaired, painted unfinished window trim, built 2 large shelving units, installed shelves & door in kitchen, installed 8 paper towel holders, cleaned & tilled garden spot, mulched & landscaped playground area, repaired fence & playground equipment, replaced/repaired 11 bicycle tires, washed all windows, moved & stored furniture, organized clothing room, and prepared and served lunch to all workers and residents at Freedom’s Rest.

In December, mittens/gloves, scarves & hats were provided.

There have also been numerous generous acts of service by individuals of the church during the past eight months. Donations of food, clothing, housewares, furniture items, shelving units, toys, swing set, storage containers, & TV brackets have been given. School shoes, medicine, hand sanitizing units, school supplies, & childcare activity supplies have been purchased. Off-site storage has been rented. Assistance with school registration and other school services has been provided. Transportation and additional daytime babysitting has been provided. Time has been given to organize donated supplies, arrange the playroom, transport food from Ozark Harvest, install a holder for garden hoses, install shelving in the classroom, & making stepping stones.

As you can see the church & its people have generously provided knowledge/skills, time, goods/supplies & money during 2011. TO EACH OF YOU THANK YOU SO MUCH FOR ALL YOU HAVE DONE. I hope & trust you have been blessed by sharing & helping those at Freedom’s Rest in 2011. 

2012 allows us another year to continue to serve others and to fulfill our mission to witness to God’s love in our lives as Christians. Please consider how you can assist in 2012. We all have gifts from God of knowledge/skills, time, goods/supplies & money. I know you will be blessed when a lady says that class really helped me, or when staff report how happy a lady will be with the assistance or a supply, or a child runs to hug & greet you.
Pam Fite
Small Group Ministry

Are you involved in a small group? If not, well you should be! There are three groups to choose from: Sunday evening @ 6 p.m., Tuesday evening @ 7 p.m., and Thursday morning @ 10 a.m. (with child care). All members of the congregation are invited and encouraged to participate! To grow spiritually as a Christian disciple requires more than simply attending church on Sunday. Participating in a small group allows deeper interaction with other members of our congregation, as together you engage in Christian study and get to know and care for each other as you share each others’ joys and concerns. 

If you would like to become involved in one of these small groups, simply come on the day & time or contact the church office. These groups meet for only one hour every other week.

FEBRUARY  BIRTHDAYS


 


	5 	Kathleen Larkins	13	Sharon Skinner


	6  	Bethany (Fite) Olwig	22  	Nell Peevy


	6 	Megan Williams	23  	Elaine Crowley  


	9 	Lee Freeman	23  	Jerred Williamson


	9  	Brian Grasmick	24  	Lauren Inman


	10  	Rhett Sobaski	24	Kelsi Thomas


	11  	Jack Kennon	24  	Julie Tope


	12  	Rachel McCoy	25  	Lester King


	


FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARIES


 


	18	Clyde & Karen McCormack	(2005)


  


May your special day be full of joy and 


happiness for each of you!














Watoto Children’s Choir





The Watoto Children’s Choir will again present a concert at Cassidy UMC at 7 p.m. on Friday, March 16. This is a brand new choir tour entitled Beautiful Africa: A New Generation, with vibrant, original African music; dance routines; and life-transforming stories. 


In Africa, there are 60 million orphaned and vulnerable children. Watoto is a holistic program targeted towards meeting the essential needs of parentless children in Uganda, providing spiritual, physical, educational, and emotional care. Since 1994 Watoto Children’s Choirs have toured internationally spreading a message of hope for Africa’s children. The choir presents Watoto’s vision and mission  through their music and dance, which is an energetic fusion of contemporary gospel and traditional African rhythm. If you were here for their 2010 concert, then you know what a wonderful, uplifting opportunity this is. There is no charge, but a free-will love offering will be taken.


Nine host homes will again be needed to accommodate 1 adult and 2-3 children the night of the program. This is a great opportunity to interact with the children and their leaders. Everyone who did so last time had a great experience! Please let the church office know if you can host a group.
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Thank You





Thank you to my church family for the Christmas gift. There are many ways to serve our Lord, and I enjoy serving through the church office and helping in any way I can. God bless each of you as we work together in 2012. JoAn Jewell





Dear Church family, Thank you for thinking of us at Christmas time.  The money will be well spent (OK, maybe on one frivolous thing), and we appreciate all that you do for us throughout the year.  With love, Mike & Jackie Seidner





Thanks so much for the Christmas gift. I enjoy being able to help out with Worship, and your expression of appreciation makes it even better. Thanks, Stan Siemens





Thank you for the hats, mittens, and scarves. The residents are all set for winter. We appreciate all of the time, effort, and support you and you “troops” have given us this year. Happy Holidays – Mary and the rest of Christian County Family Crisis Center staff





Thank you and Merry Christmas from all the teachers and students of the home school co-op (that use our building on Wednesday).





Thank you for the kind outreach ministry of the prayer shawl for Helen Murphy, wife of John Murphy – deceased 12/21/11. It is a lovely gesture. Sincerely, Teresa Murphy (friend of Karen McCormack)





To all who had a hand in making the prayer shawl: When I think of all the hands, hours, and prayers that went into making this wonderful gift, it is truly heartwarming, and I thank you so very much. It will be a great comfort to me. Shelly Williamson





Thank you so much for your prayers and the shawl you sent Linda Hanson in Illinois. My Aunt (her mother) called this morning and said she was somewhat improved. When she gets home her family was going to give it to her. People all over the U.S. were praying for her, and as Christians we know this helps so much. Thank you again and God bless you. Love, Eldena and Ron





Thanks to the ladies of the church for the great dinner for our family after the services for Bettie King. It was greatly appreciated. Lester King








Praise Report





	Praise	Requested by


Jeff Yeager	improved health	June Teske (nephew)


Deane Collins	improved health	Della Waymack


David Dyke 	return from Afghanistan	Don Sweeney


Barbara Langley	 improved health Terry Langley (sister-in-law)


Ervin Maggard	improved health	Sabrina Inman


Sharon Guthrie at home/ improved health	  Curtis Inman (sister)


Jack Guthrie     at home/ improved health	   Curtis Inman


Leila Lollis    	improved health        Elaine Crowley (mother)





Prayer Concerns





	Concern	Requested by


Bob Daigle	stroke	Nell Peevy


Jack/Linda Carter     	stroke (Jack)	Mike Crain


Mary Calgan	cancer	Cheryl Puffer (sister)


Lawrence Chase  cancer/Parkinson’s Victoria Grasmick (father)


Cindy James	cancer return	Thelma Sweeney


Nelda Martella	cancer	Mitch Callicott


Janie Dye	breast cancer	Susan Haswell


Leslie Volz	breast cancer	Terry Langley


*Marilyn Tinsley	breast cancer	


*Suzanne Epperly	lymphoma


Doris Hanke	throat cancer    Voletta Anderson (sister)	


Roger Rainey	brain cancer      Janet Norman (nephew)


John Mullarkey, Jr. 	brain cancer	Lillian Roberts


Terry Stokes	pancreatic cancer	Jake Archer


Charles Bunch     	colon cancer     	June Hobbs (brother)


Virginia Hibbard	bone cancer	June Hobbs (sister)


Dave Casipit	cancer	Barb Siverts


*Kathleen Larkins	skin cancer


Karen Holbrook   chronic myeloid leukemia	Elaine Crowley


Morgan Reeves & family    Spina Bifida	Don Sweeney


Joyce Whisenhunt	heart problem	Betty Webb (sis-in-law)


Emily Lowman	brain injury	Mary Ray


Zander Boehne       lung issues      Voletta Anderson (grandson)


*Jerry Fouts	ALS


Sarah Novotny	ALS	Barbara Siverts


Bonnie Splitter 	CIPD             Harlan Ray/Barbara Siverts


Steven Harris resp. infection/muscular dystrophy Lillian Roberts


Tony Finch         neuropathy	Frances Christie (son-in-law)


Bob Hopkins      neuropathy      Barbara McConnell (bro-in-law)


Jean Strothman     eye problem        Barbara McConnell (sister)


Jean Smith	detached retina	Carol Knibb


Vonda Watkins	health concern           Tammy Humphrey


Kristi Boehne    medical problems   Voletta Anderson (daughter)


*Kathy Snelson	guidance/new job


Aaron Seidner       personal problems	   Jackie Seidner (son)


Barbara Langley	phlebitis        Terry Langley (sister-in-law)


*Stan Teske	health problems


*June Teske	health problems


Heath Boehne	lost job       Voletta Anderson (son-in-law)


Jack & Betty Ebert    car accident/life support	      Stan Siemens


David Summers     open heart surgery      Lori Thomas (brother)


Randle Garner  surgery recov.  Barbara McConnell (son-in-law)


Juel Zimmerman  carpal tunnel surgery	Jo Williamson (mother)


Bob Shilling  neck surgery/pneumonia   Patty Shilling (husband)


Linda Hanson       blood poisoning	 Eldena Bilyeu (cousin)


Tony Fouts	brain aneurism	Bettie Fouts (son)


*Renee Lynn	foot surgery


Baby boy Smith	genetic abnormality	Tracy Lathrom	


 


Pastor Ermelinda David Nhamposse and Salatiael Guambe UMC (our Mozambique partner church)





* Members of our congregation





Weekly Schedule





Church office hours: 8 to noon, Mon. thru Fri. (582-3632)





� SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1�Sunday: 	Sunday School/Adult Studies	9:30 A.M.


		  	Worship	10:45 A.M.


Monday: 	Bell Practice	7:00 P.M.


Tuesday: 	UMW	10:00 A.M.


Wednesday:	Choir Practice	7:00 P.M.





Cassidy UMC website: � HYPERLINK "http://www.cassidyumc.net" �www.cassidyumc.net�





Cassidy United Methodist Church’s Mission:


Connecting People to Christ








Upcoming events:








Ladies’ Lunch Bunch: Fri., Jan. 20 @ 11 a.m.


Leadership Training: Sat., Jan 21 @ 9 a.m.


Education Team: Wed., Jan. 25 @ 7 p.m.


Trustees: Wed., Feb. 1 @ 6 p.m.


Outreach Team: Fri., Feb. 3 @ 9:30 a.m.


Finance: Wed., Feb. 8 @ 6 p.m.


United Methodist Men: Sat., Feb. 11 @ 7:30 a.m.


Riverview Worship Svc: Sun., Feb. 12 @ 2:30 p.m.


Missions Team: Tues., Feb. 14 @ 9 a.m.


UMW Business Meeting: Tues., Feb. 14 @ 10 a.m.


Admin. Council: Wed., Feb. 15 @ 6 p.m.


Education Team: Wed., Feb. 22 @ 6 p.m.


Ash Wednesday Service: Wed., Feb. 22 @ 7 p.m.








In Sympathy





Our sympathy is extended to Bill Howell and family due to the recent loss of his daughter, Terri Lynn Long.





Our sympathy is extended to Diane Williams and family due to the recent loss of her grandmother, Myrtle Jennings.





Our sympathy is extended to Lester King and family due to the recent loss of his wife, Bettie.	
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