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The Good News

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ!


I recently read part of a pastor’s sermon that started: “Beware of Cute. This is the time of year when we need to be on high alert for cute. We love cuteness. This is a cute-driven culture. And this season of year turns everything it touches into glitz and cuteness. But the story of Jesus’ birth wasn’t cute.” Over the last few weeks, our sermons have looked at those who were called to Bethlehem at Jesus’ birth: his parents, Mary and Joseph, who had to make a long, hard journey with Mary in the last stages of pregnancy and with no suitable place to deliver or house a newborn; poor shepherds who, being scorned as dishonest, were not even on the social ladder; the magi, strange visitors from another country whose occult practices were condemned by the Jewish faith. Nothing cute about any of these circumstances.

The pastor goes on to say, ” The old Christian calendar had ways of resisting the cultural drift into cuteness. On 26 December, the church celebrated the martyrdom of Saint Stephen. On 28 December the death of the infants whom Herod killed was remembered. In other words, the Christmas story was part of a larger story that dealt with injustice, suffering and even death. The joy of Christmas isn’t a cute joy, but a joy that overcomes obstacles and negatives.” The joy of Christmas is summed up in Jesus’ name, Emmanuel, which means “God with us.” God has entered into the decidedly “uncuteness” of our lives – bringing hope, bringing joy, bringing peace, bringing love! This year, may the hope, joy, peace, and love of our Emmanuel, Jesus Christ, be yours. Merry Christmas!
Love, Pastor Gary
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Prayer Group

We currently have a small group who meets regularly in the sanctuary for communal prayer at 8:45 on Friday mornings. This is open to all to attend – every week or occasionally. If you would be interested in participating, but this time/day doesn’t work for you, please notify Pastor Gary.


Recent Activities
Thanksgiving Dinner - Forty six folks including members of our congregation and their friends and family enjoyed fabulous food and fellowship at the Cassidy Thanksgiving Dinner.  This has become an annual tradition and is open to anyone who wants to come – put it on your calendar for 2010!!!!  Thanks to June Teske for cooking the turkeys and to everyone else who helped set up, brought a dish, and stayed to clean!
The Ladies Christmas Social was held Saturday, Dec. 5th at Grant’s in Ozark. Twenty nine ladies attended the annual UMW Christmas lunch and enjoyed delicious food, great company and a surprise visit from Santa Claus (Don Sweeney)! Our pictures with Santa are on the display in the narthex, and we thank him for the delicious dessert! Plan now to join us next year! 

We concluded our 2009 Stewardship Campaign in November with 28 persons/families out of the 70 who regularly give pledging a total of $78,800. 

We had 31 adults and 4 youth from Cassidy who participated in the bell-ringing for the Salvation Army on Friday, Dec. 4. Thanks to all! The donations collected helps those in need.

Safe Sanctuary Program

 

Cassidy UMC has completed its first year under our Safe Sanctuary Program, a mandated program of the United Methodist Church that protects children, youth, and adult care-givers. A basic requirement of the program is that 2 unrelated adults must be present with children. All staff and volunteers who help with children and youth in any manner are to be trained on program procedures and updated annually. We are providing initial and refresher training after the next Fellowship Dinner on January 17. Training should take less than ½ hour. All those who with work with children or youth - or have an interest in doing so - are encouraged to attend.
 
Watoto Children’s Choir
The Watoto Children’s Choir will present a concert at Cassidy UMC at 7 p.m. on Friday, January 22. In Africa, there are 60 million orphaned and vulnerable children. Watoto is a holistic program targeted towards meeting the essential needs of parentless children in Uganda, providing spiritual, physical, educational, and emotional care. Since 1994 Watoto Children’s Choirs have toured internationally spreading a message of hope for Africa’s children. The choir presents Watoto’s vision and mission  through their music and dance, which is an energetic fusion of contemporary gospel and traditional African rhythm. Plan on attending this “Concert of Hope,” a colorful and lively demonstration of the life-changing love of God experienced by the children of Watoto. 

Cassidy UMC will provide food and lodging for the choir and sponsors. We will need 9 host homes who will provide lodging Friday night and breakfast and a bagged lunch on Saturday for one adult and 2 children. If you can help, please notify the church office.

Missions News

 

Thanksgiving Offering – We had a tremendous outpouring in our bring-it- forward Thanksgiving offering. Dee Carr said she completely filled up her van with food, and additionally, we had a monetary donation of $165! Thanks to all for your generosity.

Least of These – We collected a total of 63 boxes of chili beans and corn muffin mix for November to go to Least of These. 
Souper Bowl Campaign - Each year in January, as we look forward to Super Bowl Sunday, we receive cans and boxes of soup. Last year, we received just under 500 cans of soup. Please help exceed that number this year. 

 
Crafting Opportunities Expand
Starting in February, there will be two opportunities to participate in group crafting: the craft group meets on the second Tuesday @ 7 p.m.; in addition, we will begin crafting at 10 a.m. on Tuesday mornings in conjunction with the UMW. See Terry Langley for details.
Think you can’t craft?  All skill levels are needed and encouraged to join us – we’ll have a job for you! UMW meets at 10 a.m. until early afternoon and breaks about 11:30 for lunch.  In February, we’ll be working on things for the 2010 bazaar. We’ll begin with Spirelli ornaments - these are easy and fun! Come whenever your schedule permits on Tuesday mornings or the second Tuesday evening - learn a new craft or bring your own project! (Note: the UMW cooks on the first Tuesday and has a business meeting on the second Tuesday, but we’ll craft around those activities.)  Bring your own lunch! 
Nursery Assistance
The good news is we are having more and more kids in our nursery! However, many times there are more than our nursery assistant, Cara, can manage on her own. We need volunteers to help on Sunday morning. Please notify the church office if you can help!
Pictorial Directory Coming
Mark your calendars for February 3 and 4.  That’s when we will be taking photographs for a new church pictorial directory. We want each family in our congregation to participate, if possible, so we can each get to know each other better! We will have more specific information in next month’s newsletter.



Prayer Concerns





++  Jackie Siemens  	++  Gary & Karen Scheel


++  John Weatherford	++  Ben Garrett


++  Bob Block  	++  James Wayne Hobbs


++  Aaron Puffer	++  Sandra & Leroy Mitchell


++  Shirley Wendof (bone cancer – Stan Teske’s sister)


++  Pam Foster (mini-strokes)


++  Janet Townsend (cancer/chemo)


++  Salatiael Guambe UMC and Pastor Ermelinda


Lazaro Batala  (our Mozambique partner church)








The next Tuesday Night Dinner ($6) is January 5. The menu this month is Salisbury steak or chicken casserole, potatoes au gratin, green peas, rolls, salad, and a selection of wonderful desserts! Carryouts are always available! Proceeds this month support the Watoto Children’s Choir (see article).





Upcoming events:


Tuesday Night Dinner: Tues., Jan. 5, @ 5-6:30 p.m.


Evangelism Team: Wed., Jan. 6 @ 9 a.m.


United Methodist Men: Sat., Jan. 9 @ 7:30 a.m.


Riverview Worship Svc: Sun., Jan. 10 @ 2:30 p.m.


Missions Team: Tues., Jan. 12 @ 9 a.m.


UMW Business Meeting: Tues., Jan. 12 @ 10 a.m.


Trustees: Wed., Jan. 13 @ 6 p.m.


Ladies’ Lunch Bunch: Fri., Jan. 15 @ 11 a.m.


Spiritual Life Team: Tues., Jan. 19 @ 9 a.m.


	Admin. Council: Wed., Jan. 20 @ 6 p.m.


Watoto Children’s Choir: Fri., Jan. 22 @ 7 p.m.


Leadership Training: Sat., Jan 23 @ 9 a.m.


Education Team: Wed., Jan. 27 @ 7 p.m.


5th Sunday Hymn Sing: Sun. Jan. 31 @ 5 p.m.





Advent and Christmas Special Activities:


Christmas Brunch: Sun., Dec. 20 @ 9:30 a.m.


Christmas Cantata:  during worship on Dec. 20.


Longest Night Service: Mon., Dec. 21 @ 7 p.m.


Christmas Eve Candlelight Communion Service, 


Dec. 24 @ 7 p.m.





� SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1�Weekly Schedule:


Church office hours: 8 a.m. to noon, Mon. thru Fri. (582-3632) 


	� SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1�Sunday: 	Sunday School/Adult Studies	9:30 A.M.


		  	Worship	10:45 A.M.


		C.R.E.W. (Youth: 5th -12th)	5:30 P.M.


	Tuesday: UMW Rebecca Circle	10:00 A.M.


	Wednesday: Choir	7:00 P.M.


	Thursday:  Disciple II	6:30 P.M.


Friday: Open Prayer Time (all welcome)	8:45 A.M.








January Sermon Series





Our sermon series for the New Year will be based on, “Visoneering,” by Andy Stanley, an excellent book that focuses on how to develop and maintain God’s unique purpose for our lives. The series begins January 10 and will last for five weeks.


 


January Sunday Studies





We are offering two new short-term studies in the New Year beginning on Sunday, January 3 at 9:30 a.m.: (1) Kirby Holbrook will lead a study on World Religions focusing primarily on Judaism, Buddhism, Hindu, and Islam. (2) Bob Haswell will lead a study on “Methodism’s Unique Doctrines,” including perfection, sanctification, the witness of the Spirit, and what they mean for us today. Please plan on participating in one of these exciting classes!








Our Attendance:





	Nov. 22	113


	Nov. 29	109


	Dec. 6	104


	Dec. 13	109


		


 You are missed when


     you are not present.


 








Our Mission:


	to seek, teach, 


		baptize and  


			send disciples


	into the world 


		as witnesses 


			for Christ.


 











Thank You





Dear Cassidy Family, Thank you all so much for all your prayers for our grandson Ben. The surgery had some rough spots and I know everyone’s prayers pulled him through. Ben is doing very well. I am amazed at how fast babies recover. The doctors think this will take care of his problem, and his brain can grow normally now. We thank God, and we thank you. Love, Tim & Pam Garrett





Dear CUMC, Thank you for the prayer shawl and all the loving thoughts and prayers for me. Sincerely, Aaron Puffer (Dan & Cheryl’s son, who is continuing to recover from a second pelvis surgery)





Our Cassidy Family of Faith, Thank you for the beautiful plant. It is so healthy & hopefully I am too! Thanks to Pastor Gary & Terry for their visits. A special thanks for all the calls, cards, and prayers for healing and concern. Your encouragement has been so appreciated. Thanks for being the hands & feet for Jesus. Love in Christ, Suzanne Epperly





Cassidy family – Thank you very much for the lovely & warm prayer shawl for Jeffrey & Megan. What a thoughtful way to remember them. I know they have felt the prayers of our Cassidy family. The girls are doing great & Megan & Jeffrey are too.  Thanks again – God bless you all in this ministry and more. Love, Suzanne & Jerry





Thank you for your support of the women and children at Freedom’s Rest by allowing donation drop-offs and for hosting the chili supper to fund our ability to assist those in need.Your efforts demonstrate to these women and children in crisis that our community continues caring for them. We appreciate you. Christian County Family Crisis Center, Inc.











Siemens’ Anniversary Celebration





Stan and Jackie Siemens are celebrating 


40 years of marriage!


The congregation is invited to join them


for light appetizers and cake 


to celebrate this very special occasion


on Sunday, December 20th, 2009


from 2:00pm – 5:00pm (come when you can)


* No gifts please











JANUARY BIRTHDAYS


 


	1	Bob Lynn	20	Michael Seidner


	  3	Dick Linn	23	Mary Ray


	3	Sam Stark	24	Jack Whittington


	4	Joe Stark	25	Tommie Hill


	7	Thelma Friebe	25	Jackie Siemens


	9	Kaylee Bouldin	27	Renee Paulsell


	10	Michael Skinner	27	Lillian Roberts


	14 	Bootie Chase	27	Stan Siemens


	15 	Eldena Bilyeu	29	Daphne Grasmick


	17 	Betty Webb	29	Jesse Langley


	19	Gerald Oney	29	Billy Thomas


	19	Neal Stumbo	30	Todd Fields


	20	Ginny Herfkens		


	


JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES


 


	1	Stan & June Teske	(1988)


	4	Rev. Randy & Lyn Gilmore	(1975)


	14	Dan & Cheryl Puffer	(1967)


	18	Wayne & Marilyn Tinsley	(1986)


	29	Michael & Sharon Skinner 	(1972)


  	30	Bob & Joyce Block	(1965)


	31	Mark & Debbie Spinabella	(2009)





May your special day be full of joy and 


happiness for each of you!











Advent and Christmas Special Activities





Christmas Brunch: Instead of our regular potluck on December 20, we will have a Christmas brunch at 9:30 a.m. (during the Sunday School hour).  Everyone is invited bring cookies or other Christmas finger food to share.





Christmas Cantata: On Sunday, December 20 the choir will present “The Mystery and the Majesty,” during morning worship. The inspirational cantata celebrates the wonder and splendor of Christmas with traditional carols and newly composed seasonal anthems.





Longest Night Service: On Monday, December 21 at 7:00 p.m., we will provide a quiet, meditative worship service of healing and comfort especially for those for whom holiday-time is bittersweet because of loss, disrupting change, or loneliness. This service was planned by our Spiritual Life Team, and its focus is on remembering, sharing our hurting places with God, and preparing our hearts for the coming of Christ. If you know of someone who would appreciate this type of service, be sure to invite them.





Christmas Eve Candlelight Communion Service: Our beautiful, traditional Christmas Eve service filled with music, scripture, candlelight, and communion is Wednesday, December 24 @ 7 p.m. Our offering will support both the local ministries of the Least of These and Freedom’s Rest, women’s domestic violence center.





Worship Hours


Sunday School/Adult Studies 	9:30 A.M.


Worship  	10:45 A.M.
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