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The Good News

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ!

Last month, I encouraged us all to prepare our hearts for Christmas; to embrace the wonder and joy of Christmas; to experience the hope, peace, joy, and love we experience when we come into the presence of the Christ child. I hope you have been doing that, because let me tell you it’s really worth investing the time!

This has been a wonderful Advent season for me this year. I’ve had so many joyful experiences already that have helped prepare my heart for the coming of our Lord. Things like: 

· Ringing the bell for the Salvation Army – it’s amazing that some of the folks you would least expect are the ones who give generously, reminding us not to judge by appearances… 
· We attended a nativity play put on by the mothers and children of the Domestic Violence center for the volunteers – the ladies wrote and produced the play and made the sets. The children played all the parts. It was wonderful, especially since we knew most of the kids from our babysitting time at the center.

· I’ve redoubled my efforts in my devotion time. I’d become a little lax, but I’ve been getting up early every morning to spend time in prayer and meditation. I have an excellent devotional guide that I hadn’t used in a long time, and it has been so rewarding to start the day in this way.

· I’ve really enjoyed the Advent worship services. The focus of each service has been on an aspect of the coming of our Lord, and I’ve appreciated the Advent candlelighting, the hymns, the Scriptures, the children’s sermon, the special music. And wasn’t last Sunday special with 12 people joining and our receipt of the grant for audiovisual equipment!

· I’ve also appreciated the fellowship. There is a Christmas spirit this time of year; somehow the love of God is more easily shared and experienced among people.

I’m so looking forward to our brunch and Christmas cantata this coming Sunday and our Christmas Eve and Christmas Day worship services. I hope you can be here!  “Let every heart prepare him room - and heaven and nature sing!”


Love, Pastor Gary
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Cassidy Web Site
Miss a Sunday or two? You can stay up-to-date with the activities at church by checking out our church’s website (www.cassidyumc.net). We include each Sunday’s bulletin and the monthly newsletter. Also, we are now including a transcript of each week’s sermon.
Don’t like computers? That’s ok – just stop by the church office and we can give you a paper copy of any of these items.

[image: image2.jpg]



Confirmation
Confirmation is the preparatory process for bringing baptized youth to the decision of joining the church. Confirmation classes for youth in sixth grade and above will be held weekly on Sunday afternoons beginning Sunday, January 15. Please let Pastor Gary know if you have a child who will participate.
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Prayer Shawl Ministry
Our prayer shawl ministry was begun a little less than two years ago. To date we have completed 226 prayer shawls, of which 221 have been provided to folks for comfort, healing, and to celebrate joyous events. From those numbers it’s obvious we can use more! If you like to knit or crochet and would be willing to assist in the wonderful ministry, contact Sabrina Inman at 725-3416. We have plenty of yarn available!
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New Members
On Sunday, December 11, we had twelve people join Cassidy UMC:

· Russ & Wilda Adair transferred their membership from Sedalia.

· Johnny & Voletta Anderson transferred their membership from Ozark.

· Kim Banner transferred her membership from Springfield.

· Bruce & Beverly Barge transferred their membership from Wasilla, Alaska.

· JoAnne Brown transferred her membership from Stillwater, Oklahoma.
· Nancy Kabonic transferred her membership from Brenham, Texas.
· Dean & Barbara Randall transferred their membership from Buffalo, Missouri.
· Gary Scheel transferred his membership from Springfield.

Welcome to all!

Missions News

 

Thanksgiving Offering – We had good participation for our bring-it-forward offering of food items and monetary contributions, all of which went to feed the hungry. 

Mitten Tree/Family Gifts – There were 208 mittens, gloves, scarves, and socks provided, and 97 family gifts! A portion of the mittens, etc. went to the Domestic Violence Center. The rest of the mittens, etc. and the gifts will be distributed to needy families by the Least of These. Thank you for your generosity!
Souper Bowl Campaign - Each year in January, as we look forward to Super Bowl Sunday, we receive cans and boxes of soup. Watch for the display in the church foyer.
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Sanctuary Projector and Screen Update

A proposal for purchase and installation of audiovisual equipment has been accepted with construction anticipated to take place in January. On Sunday, December 11, David Atkins, Executive Director of the Missouri United Methodist Foundation, awarded a grant to our church in the amount of $3000 to assist with this effort. The remainder of needed funds will be made up of donations and an increase to our building loan. 

Recent Activities

We had a great turn out at the Cassidy Thanksgiving Dinner. Members of our congregation enjoyed wonderful food and fellowship, and many enjoyed playing games after the meal. Thanks to June Teske for cooking and coordination and to everyone who helped set up, brought a dish, and stayed to clean!

The Ladies Christmas Social was held Saturday, December 5th at Grant’s in Ozark. This annual event just keeps growing! Forty-nine ladies attended and enjoyed delicious food and great company. Santa Claus (Don Sweeney) made his annual appearance to add to the festive occasion. 

We concluded our 2011 Stewardship Campaign in November with 22 persons/families pledging a total of $84,870 to our general fund. Seven reported they are tithing or progressing toward a tithe. Our approved budget for 2012 is $163,819. Thank you for your faithful giving.
Thirty-two members of our congregation participated in the Salvation Army bell-ringing on Friday, December 3. The Home School leaders and children that meet in our church each week also helped. Thanks to all! The donations collected help those in need in Christian County.

Cookies with Santa was a great family time on Sunday, December 11. Cookies were decorated and eaten, and the little furry guy from the North Pole paid us a visit with his wife (Don & Thelma Sweeney). The kids (of all ages) loved it!
The Least of These food pantry put out a call for organizations to help provide a meal for their volunteers during the busy season, and as always, our UMW ladies readily agreed. Least of These volunteers work hard and are deserving of recognition, and our ladies were happy to help! Thanks to June Teske for coordination.
Domestic Violence Center Update
We continue to make a positive difference in the lives of the women and children at Freedom’s Rest by providing one hour educational classes each week with babysitting. This allows the ladies a chance to learn life skills, as well as giving a much needed break from 24/7 mothering.

Want to get involved? Consider signing up for babysitting! It’s only for an hour or so, and only as often as you want. The rewards are tremendous – the children are very sweet (most of the time!). We are now providing four babysitters per session and could especially use more men. Contact Pam Fite at ftpedwards@aol.com or 725-6880. You’ll be glad you did!




JANUARY BIRTHDAYS


 


	1	Bob Lynn	19	Neal Stumbo


	1	Laura Myers  	20	Ginny Herfkens


	3	Sam Stark	20	Michael Seidner


	4	Joe Stark	22	Kaegun Myers


	6	Zoe Myers	23	Mary Ray


	7	Thelma Friebe	24	Jack Whittington


	9	Kaylee Bouldin	25	Tommie Hill


	10	Michael Skinner	27	Lillian Roberts


	11	Clyde McCormack	27	Stan Siemens


	15	Eldena Bilyeu	29	Daphne Grasmick	


	17 	Betty Webb	29	Billy Thomas


	19 	Gerald Oney	30	Todd Fields		


		


JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES


 


	1	Stan & June Teske	(1988)


	14	Dan & Cheryl Puffer	(1967)


	18	Wayne & Marilyn Tinsley	(1986)


	29	Michael & Sharon Skinner 	(1972)


	30	Bob & Joyce Block	(1965)


  


May your special day be full of joy and 


happiness for each of you!

















Tuesday Night Dinner





Our next Tuesday Night Dinner is January 3 from 5 to 6:30 p.m. Plan to join us for a wonderful meal of warm comfort food on a cold winter’s evening! There will be a choice between chicken and dumplings or goulash, peas & carrots, jello, French bread, desserts, tea and coffee. Donations for the meal will go to support the Ozarks Area Community Action Corporation (OACAC), which provides assistance to needy families in our area. 





Cassidy United Methodist Church


Gary Langley, Pastor


5151 N Fremont Road


Nixa, MO  65714


 


E-mail: Cassidyumc@cebridge.net


Telephone: 582-3632


 www.cassidyumc.net








Thank You





Thank you to my church family for your prayers, flower, cards, visits, and your kind thoughts during my hospital stay and since coming home. Words cannot express how much I appreciate all the kindnesses. Again, thank you and God bless each of you. Rachel McCoy





Thank you for your prayers during my illness. I appreciate your concern. My chemo treatments are complete and I’m feeling fine now. Thanks again, Deane Collins





I want to thank EVERYONE for the cards, prayers, food, and visits during my recent surgery and since returning home. I especially thank the church for the Prayer Shawl, which I wore on surgery day. It is such a comfort to be among a church family who is so caring and supportive in all ways. God bless you all. Marilyn Tinsley








Advent and Christmas Special Activities





Christmas Brunch: Next Sunday, instead of our regular potluck we will have a Christmas brunch at 9:30 a.m. Everyone is invited to bring cookies or other Christmas finger food to share.  Please come and enjoy the fellowship!





Christmas Cantata: Next Sunday, our choir will present “Candles & Light” during morning worship. This year’s cantata is a beautiful journey through the Christmas story that celebrates the traditional themes of hope, peace, joy, and love.





Christmas Eve Candlelight Communion Service: Our beautiful, traditional Christmas Eve service filled with music, scripture, candlelight, and communion is Saturday, December 24 @ 7 p.m. Our offering will support both the local ministries of the Least of These and Freedom’s Rest, women’s domestic violence center.





Christmas Day Worship Service: This year we have the unusual opportunity to worship on Christmas Day! Plan to join us as we worship the newborn king! 








Praise Report





	Praise	Requested by


Allan Gilbert	cancer healing	Don Sweeney


*Rachel McCoy	improved health


David Long	employed	Terry Langley


Joyce Lawson	improved health	Carol Knibb (sister)


Debbie Morgan	improved health	Ann Dickens (daughter)


Katherine Helmke   improved health	Barbara Siverts


Ron Helmke      improved health      Barbara Siverts (bro-in-law)


Terry Stokes	successful surgery	Jake Archer


Randle Garner 	successful surgery 	Barbara McConnell


			(son-in-law)


*Marilyn Tinsley	successful surgery 


Leila Lollis	successful surgery	Elaine Crowley (mother)


Jeff Yeager	improved health	June Teske (nephew)


Deane Collins	improved health	Della Waymack


Charles Bunch     successful surgery     June Hobbs (brother)








Prayer Concerns





	Concern	Requested by


Bob Daigle	stroke	Nell Peevy


Jack/Linda Carter     	stroke (Jack)	Mike Crain


Mary Calgan	cancer	Cheryl Puffer (sister)


Lawrence Chase  cancer/Parkinson’s Victoria Grasmick (father)


Cindy James	cancer return	Thelma Sweeney


*Bettie King	cancer


Nelda Martella	cancer	Mitch Callicott


Janie Dye	breast cancer	Susan Haswell


*Marilyn Tinsley	breast cancer	


*Suzanne Epperly	lymphoma


Doris Hanke	throat cancer    Voletta Anderson (sister)	


Terri Lynn Long   liver cancer/hospice	Bill Howell (daughter)


Roger Rainey	brain cancer      Janet Norman (nephew)


John Mullarkey, Jr. 	brain cancer	Lillian Roberts


Terry Stokes	pancreatic cancer	Jake Archer


Charles Bunch     colon cancer surgery     June Hobbs (brother)


*Kathleen Larkins	skin cancer                 	Glenda Larkins


Karen Holbrook   chronic myeloid leukemia	Elaine Crowley


Morgan Reeves & family    Spina Bifida	Don Sweeney


Ervin Maggard          heart transplant recovery    Sabrina Inman


Joyce Whisenhunt	heart problem	Betty Webb (sis-in-law)


Emily Lowman	brain injury	Mary Ray


Zander Boehne       lung issues      Voletta Anderson (grandson)


*Jerry Fouts	ALS


Sarah Novotny	ALS	Barbara Siverts


Bonnie Splitter 	CIPD             Harlan Ray/Barbara Siverts


Steven Harris resp. infection/muscular dystrophy Lillian Roberts


David Dyke and family  deployed to Afghanistan	Don Sweeney


Tony Finch         neuropathy	Frances Christie (son-in-law)


Bob Hopkins      neuropathy      Barbara McConnell (bro-in-law)


Jean Strothman     eye problem        Barbara McConnell (sister)


Jean Smith	detached retina	Carol Knibb


Vonda Watkins	health concern           Tammy Humphrey


Kristi Boehne    medical problems   Voletta Anderson (daughter)


Sharon Guthrie    dementia/leg surgery 	Curtis Inman (sister)


Jack Guthrie	dementia	Curtis Inman


*Kathy Snelson	guidance/new job


Aaron Seidner       personal problems	   Jackie Seidner (son)


Barbara Langley	phlebitis        Terry Langley (sister-in-law)


*Stan Teske	health problems


Heath Boehne	lost job       Voletta Anderson (son-in-law)


Jack & Betty Ebert    car accident/life support	      Stan Siemens


Randle Garner  surgery recov.  Barbara McConnell (son-in-law)


Leila Lollis      gall bladder surgery        Elaine Crowley (mother)


Juel Zimmerman  carpal tunnel surgery	Jo Williamson (mother)


Linda Hanson       blood poisoning	 Eldena Bilyeu (cousin)


Family of Myrtle Jennings      Myrtle’s death       Diane Williams


				(grandmother)





Pastor Ermelinda David Nhamposse and Salatiael Guambe UMC (our Mozambique partner church)





* Members of our congregation





Weekly Schedule





Church office hours: 8 to noon, Mon. thru Fri. (582-3632)





� SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1�Sunday: 	Sunday School/Adult Studies	9:30 A.M.


		  	Worship	10:45 A.M.


Monday: 	Bell Practice	7:00 P.M.


Tuesday: 	UMW	10:00 A.M.


Wednesday:	Choir Practice	7:00 P.M.





Cassidy UMC website: � HYPERLINK "http://www.cassidyumc.net" �www.cassidyumc.net�





Cassidy United Methodist Church’s Mission:


Connecting People to Christ








Upcoming events:








Tuesday Night Dinner: Tues., Jan. 3, @ 5-6:30 p.m.


Trustees: Wed., Jan. 4 @ 6 p.m.


Evangelism Team: Fri., Jan. 6 @ 9:30 a.m.


Riverview Worship Svc: Sun., Jan. 8 @ 2:30 p.m.


Missions Team: Tues., Jan. 10 @ 9 a.m.


UMW Business Meeting: Tues., Jan. 10 @ 10 a.m.


Finance: Wed., Jan. 11 @ 6 p.m.


United Methodist Men: Sat., Jan. 14 @ 7:30 a.m.


Admin. Council: Wed., Jan. 18 @ 6 p.m.


Ladies’ Lunch Bunch: Fri., Jan. 20 @ 11 a.m.


Leadership Training: Sat., Jan 21 @ 9 a.m.


Education Team: Wed., Jan. 25 @ 6 p.m.


Advent and Christmas Special Activities:


Christmas Brunch: Sun., Dec. 18 @ 9:30 a.m.


Christmas Cantata: during worship on Dec.18


Christmas Eve Candlelight Communion Service, 


Dec. 24 @ 7 p.m.


Christmas Day Worship: Sun., Dec. 25 @ 10:45 a.m.
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