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The Good News

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ!

The season of Lent, which began on Ash Wednesday, is meant to be a 40-day period of soul-searching and repentance. It is a season for contemplation and assessment of our spiritual health. Lent originated in the earliest days of the Church as a preparatory time for Easter, as the faithful rededicated themselves and converts were instructed in the faith and prepared for baptism. The 40 days of Lent do not include Sundays, however, when Christians always joyfully celebrate the Resurrection.
Forty days is a traditional number for discipline, devotion, and preparation in the Bible. Prior to undertaking his ministry, Jesus spent 40 days in the wilderness praying and fasting: a time of contemplation, preparation, and dealing with temptation. By observing Lent, Christians join Jesus in his time in the wilderness by engaging in such spiritual disciplines as prayer, study, meditation, fasting, and self-denial. In ancient times, people marked times of fasting, prayer, repentance, and remorse by placing ashes on their foreheads. This scriptural custom is most appropriate on Ash Wednesday, when we begin the 40 day period of sober reflection, self-examination, and spiritual redirection.

A centuries-old Lenten keyword is repentance, which means to turn (or return) to God. It’s been compared to the effort of an ocean-liner changing course—a long, slow action. It takes time and effort – thus forty days. As we begin the Lenten season, please join me in prayerfully considering how God is calling you to participate. There is a Lenten devotional booklet and a sheet of possible disciplines to assist your efforts in the sanctuary entryway. 
As Christ used the forty day period of prayer and fasting to prepare for his ministry, it is fitting for Christians to imitate him by seriously engaging in a forty day period of spiritual disciplines to help us turn and return to God and to prepare our hearts and minds for the celebration of his ministry's climax: his glorious resurrection on Easter Sunday!


Love, Pastor Gary
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Going To Jail – Need Help!

Billy Thomas, one of our newer members, is going to jail, and he must raise bail to get out. He will be locked up @ 11 a.m. at the Village Inn in Ozark on Thursday, March 4 as part of a fundraiser for the Muscular Dystrophy Association, and his bail is set at $500. If you want to help, you can give your donations to Billy ahead of time, or donation forms are available in the church office. Don’t let Billy rot in jail! Please help!
Missions News

 

Souper Bowl Campaign - Thanks to everyone for the great response to our Souper Bowl campaign! We collected 534 cans and boxes of soup!

 Least of These – In March, we will collect canned vegetables and canned tomatoes.


FORGIVEN - Southern Gospel Quartet Concert

Back by popular demand, an evening of Southern Gospel music will be presented on Saturday, March 6 at 7 p.m. at Cassidy UMC featuring the Quartet, FORGIVEN, of Bartlesville, Oklahoma. FORGIVEN presented their message and music here in May of last year, and it was thoroughly enjoyed by those who attended. This group has appeared at Silver Dollar City and in concert with many of the top names in gospel music including The Mark Trammell Trio, Legacy Five, J D Sumner and the Stamps, The Cathedrals, and others. Invite your neighbors and friends for a wonderful evening! Admission is free; there will be a love offering.
 
Upcoming Lay Speaking Training Opportunities
Would you like to improve your ability to talk in front of others?  Do you feel God’s nudge to take a more active role during worship?  The following training sessions for lay speaking are being offered in Ozark and Bolivar:

· Basic Course:  March 27 in Bolivar 

· Basic Course:  April 17 in Ozark 
· Advanced Course: March 27 in Bolivar, two offered: 
1) Our United Methodist Heritage 
2) United Methodist Theology: Sacraments and Polity 
· Advanced Course: April 17 in Ozark: Discovery, Development and Deployment of the Spiritual Gifts 
The basic course is a prerequisite for taking the advanced courses. If interested, see Pastor Gary for more information and registration.
Coed Softball
Cassidy is putting a men & women’s team together to play softball this spring. If you are interested in playing, contact Billy Thomas at 815-994-1596, or e-mail at blthomas@yahoo.com. 
Soccer Balls Wanted
We have a goal of 100 soccer balls to send to the children of Watoto in Uganda (see related article). The balls are being collected in a box in the old sanctuary. 
Choir Members Needed
Love to sing? Come join us in choir! We are just beginning to prepare for the Lenten/Easter season - Wednesday evenings @ 7 p.m.

Children Helping Children

Thank you, Conner Burns! Conner is the 9-year-old grandson of Cal and JoAn Jewell and lives in Rogers, Arkansas. After the Watoto Children’s Choir was here at Cassidy, Grandma JoAn sent Conner the website address and asked Conner to watch Godfrey’s story (Godfrey was one of the Watoto children who sang for us). Conner was saddened to learn Godfrey and the other Watoto children do not have homes or parents. Then, when Conner’s mother told him Cassidy UMC was collecting soccer balls for the children, he went to work. Conner plays soccer himself, so he began sending e-mails to his friends in Rogers asking them to give him their old soccer balls or buy new ones to be donated to the Watoto children. These friends, as well as their parents, also became interested in this project. His mother said he was very excited each afternoon to come home from school and find more soccer balls on the front porch. This past Sunday, Conner was here for his great grandmother, Rachel McCoy’s, birthday party.  He did not bring her a present, but he did bring 22 soccer balls to be sent to the Watoto Children. Conner was beaming as he carried the soccer balls into the church, and we know he has experienced a great lesson of sharing with those less fortunate, which he will carry with him throughout his life.
Did You Know?
· Church Bulletin Boards: The church has three main bulletin boards, which members are encouraged to check regularly:

· The Missions board – on the left as you enter the church at the south main entrance. This board has information about our Mozambique partner church and other Missions activities.

· The Worship board – across from the restrooms. This board has the flower chart for providing flowers for worship services and an invitation to choir.

· The Fellowship Hall board – adjacent to the window into the kitchen. This board has a variety of up-to-date information concerning the life of the church: thank you’s, up-coming events, camp registration, useful information. etc.
· Church Library: We are acquiring a nice assortment of a variety of Christian books – both fiction and non-fiction- in the church office area. These are available to everyone. Stop by and browse!
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It’s a Boy!
Congratulations to Megan and Eric Sobaski on the arrival of Rhett David on Wednesday, February 10.  Rhett was 6 pounds 15 ounces and 20 ½” long.


Prayer Concerns





++  Jackie Siemens  	++  Gary & Karen Scheel


++  John Weatherford	++  Bob Daigle


++  Bob Block  	++  James Wayne Hobbs


++  Aaron Puffer	++  Sandra & Leroy Mitchell


++  Pam Foster 	++  Janet Townsend


++  Kathy Snelson	++  Della Waymack


++  Jodie Jackson 	++  Linda Garner (cancer)


++  Jo Hobbs (Lillian Roberts’ sister - cancer)


++  David Teske (Stan’s brother - cancer)


++  Salatiael Guambe UMC and Pastor Ermelinda


Lazaro Batala  (our Mozambique partner church)


church)








The third time is the charm! The next Tuesday Night Dinner ($6) is March 2. The menu this month is pork loin or chicken casserole, potatoes au gratin, green peas, rolls, salad, and a selection of wonderful desserts! Carryouts are always available! Proceeds this month support the Nothin’ But Nets program, which provides mosquito netting to protect African children from malaria.





Upcoming events:


Education Team: Wed., Feb. 24 @ 7 p.m.


Ladies’ Lunch Bunch: Fri., Feb. 26 @ 11 a.m. 


Tuesday Night Dinner: Tues., Mar. 2, @ 5-6:30 p.m.


Finance Comm.: Wed., Mar. 3 @ 6 p.m.


Evangelism Team: Fri., Mar. 5 @ 9:30 a.m.


UMW Business Meeting: Tues., Mar. 9 @ 10 a.m.


Crafting Group: Tues., Mar. 9 @ 7 p.m.


Trustees: Wed., Mar. 10 @ 6 p.m.


Missions Team: Fri., Mar. 12 @ 9:30 a.m.


United Methodist Men: Sat., Mar. 13 @ 7:30 a.m.


Riverview Worship Svc: Sun., Mar. 14 @ 2:30 p.m.


Spiritual Life Team: Tues., Mar. 16 @ 9 a.m.


Emergency Planning: Tues., Mar. 16 @ 6:30 p.m.


Admin. Council: Wed., Mar. 17 @ 6 p.m.


Ladies’ Lunch Bunch: Fri., Mar. 19 @ 11 a.m. 


	Education Team: Wed., Mar. 24 @ 6 p.m.





� SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1�Weekly Schedule:


Church office hours: 8 a.m. to noon, Mon. thru Fri. (582-3632) 


	� SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1�Sunday: 	Sunday School/Adult Studies	9:30 A.M.


		  	Worship	10:45 A.M.


		C.R.E.W. (Youth: 5th -12th)	5:30 P.M.


	Tuesday: UMW Rebecca Circle/Crafting	10:00 A.M.


	Wednesday: Choir	7:00 P.M.


	Thursday:  Disciple II	6:30 P.M.


Friday: Open Prayer Time (all welcome)	8:45 A.M.





Church Summer Camp


 


The conference camping schedule and registration forms are posted on the bulletin board in Fellowship Hall for children and youth from the 3rd grade on up. Not only is camping loads of fun, but it is a great way to make a deeper connection to God and to make friends that will last a life time. Full and partial scholarships are available; see Pastor Gary. We will make sure any child or youth who wants to attend will attend! Registrations need to be in by the end of March to receive early-bird discount. 














Our Attendance:





	Jan. 24	112


	Jan. 31	57


	Feb. 7	84


	Feb. 14	87


	


You are missed when


you are not present.


 








Our Mission:


to seek, teach,


baptize and


send disciples


into the world


as witnesses


for Christ.


 











Thank You





Dear ladies: Thank you so much for the beautiful prayer shawl. It’s a wonderful reminder of God’s peace, love, and comfort, and I can be reminded of this every time I look at it.  Thanks, so much. Virginia Hibbard





Thank you for the lovely knitted prayer shawl. The warmth of those who contribute to this ministry surrounds me each time I wear it. Tammy Humphrey





Thank you for the Christmas present. I got my rifle team jacket with the money. Love, MaKennon





Thank you so much for your hospitality to WOW youth groups.  We enjoyed your church a lot, and we’re very grateful for your hospitality. Camdenton UMYF





Pastor & Friends: thank you so much for your thoughts, prayers, and flowers. Bob Lynn





Thank you for the prayers, phone calls, and cards over the last two months during my recovery from the fractured vertebra I suffered back in January when I fell in the snow. You would think snow would be a soft landing, but believe me it is not. At least the frozen ground underneath it is not soft. Thank you for your love and concern. Nell Peevy 





Thank you! I want to thank my family, my church family, and friends for making my birthday such a wonderful day. I enjoyed seeing everyone, the many nice cards, and beautiful flowers. Thanks so much, and God bless each and every one of you. Rachel McCoy





Cassidy UMC: In 2009, you were a founding donor to the Care to Learn Fund. You made it possible for us to provide: backpacks filled with food for hungry students, coats for children in need, shoes and underwear for those who had none, hygiene products for young women, and much, much more!  Thanks for caring through the Care to Learn Fund. You made it possible for our students to learn! Sincerely, Morey Mechlin, Executive Director, and Doug Pitt, Founder, Care to Learn Fund














MARCH BIRTHDAYS


 


	2	Dawn Brokaw	14	Peggy McDaniel


	2 	Kirk Spinabella	18	Barbara Oney


	4	Sonya Boydston	22	Vanessa Bunch


	4	Ritchie Lathrom	22	Bob Dimond


	5	Mike Crain	28	Joyce Block


	9	Carol Knibb	28	Jerry Epperly


	9	Janet Norman	28	Ashley Lind


	11	Joe Humphrey	29	Sandra Mitchell


	12	Justine Chastain	31	Neva Vaughn


 


MARCH ANNIVERSARIES


 


	16	Johnny & Pam Fite	(1968)


	30	Kirby & Karen Holbrook	


	31	Bill & Joan Norwood 	(1962)


	31	Todd & Stacy Thompson	(2007)





May your special day be full of joy and 


happiness for each of you!





 











Worship Hours


Sunday School/Adult Studies 	9:30 A.M.


Worship  	10:45 A.M.
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