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The Good News

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ!

Spring is coming! The break in the bitterly cold weather the past couple of weeks has been wonderful. And even though we’re not out of the woods yet - we can still get a heavy snow or a cold snap in March and April - still we know they can’t last as the promise of spring guarantees that warmer weather is only a few weeks away.

We also have seasons in our lives: warm, sunny times when most everything is going well and cold, dark times of disappointment or grief that seem to never end. Of course, the wonderful advantage of our faith is that we can know that God goes with us both in good times and bad, happy times and sad. We have God’s promise – Gospel hope – that better times will come. And as Christians, we are to provide strength and comfort – God’s caring love – to those who are experiencing a time of struggle.

We are fast approaching the season of Lent, the forty day period of self-examination before Easter, in which we remember Jesus’ self-sacrifice for us. Lent originated in the very earliest days of the Church as a preparatory time for Easter, when the faithful rededicated themselves, and when converts were instructed in the faith and prepared for baptism. Forty days is a traditional number for discipline, devotion, and preparation in the Bible. Moses stayed on the Mountain of God forty days, Nineveh was given forty days to repent - and prior to undertaking his ministry, Jesus spent forty days in the wilderness, praying and fasting.  It was for him a time of contemplation, reflection, preparation, and dealing with temptation. For us, the Season of Lent is an invitation to forty days of repentance and renewal, forty days to prepare ourselves to receive the Good News of Easter.

The Greek word for repentance, metanoia, means literally to turn around. It’s been compared to the effort of an ocean-liner changing course—a long slow operation. Maybe that’s why we’re allowed forty days for Lent: turning around takes a long time! Today, many think of giving up something for Lent. By denying ourselves something that is not truly necessary, we can focus our attention on what is necessary: our relationship with God. It’s especially helpful if the thing we give up during Lent tends to normally distract us from focusing on or serving God in some way. Lent is also a good time to practice other spiritual disciplines, such as prayer, fasting, almsgiving, and other acts expressing repentance
This year, Cassidy is making several spiritual-renewal opportunities available during Lent. First is the Ash Wednesday Service, which is a wonderful way to begin the Lenten journey. Ashes are the traditional sign of repentance and mortality. Through this service we initiate our journey toward the cross, and we are also reminded that God's love is triumphant over sin and death, that in Christ our mortality is overcome.

On Tuesdays during Lent, Dr. Joe Humphrey will provide a Lenten Bible-study on the desert experiences in our lives. There are two times to choose from.  And our sermon series during Lent will focus on prayer (see more information below). Further, Lenten devotional booklets are available to help us focus each day on our Lenten journey. I hope you will take advantage of these opportunities and plan to enter deeply into Lenten disciplines this year. You will find it to be a richly rewarding experience as you grow more deeply in your relationship with our Lord.

Love, Pastor Gary
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VBS Organizational Meeting
It seems like a long time until summer, but it’s not too early to plan for Vacation Bible School! An organizational meeting will be held on Thursday, March 3 @ 7 p.m. We need help if we’re going to provide this wonderful experience for our children! Please come to contribute your ideas.




Lenten Study: The Desert Will Blossom
This study recalls that many episodes of the biblical story occur in the desert: that uncertain, unsafe place where people feel lonely and afraid. But the desert is not just some area in the Middle East. The desert is a state of existence. It appears time and again in every life. Come join us and find that biblical faith is born in the desert, as we seek to answer the questions the desert forces upon us, and as we look at the way Jesus answered them: how do we seek God’s presence when he seems nowhere to be found? Do we isolate ourselves from God? Will the desert bloom. Where is hope to be found?

Come join us, as Dr. Joe Humphrey leads this study on the six Tuesdays of Lent, beginning March 16 through April 19, at 1 p.m. and again at 7 p.m.

Tuesday Night Dinner
Our Next Tuesday Night Dinner is March 1 from 5 to 6:30 p.m. Selection includes Salisbury steak or chicken casserole, peas/carrots, jello salads, fresh homemade bread, drink, and a selection of desserts. All proceeds go to the Ozark Honor Flight, which provides free trips to WWII veterans to the WWII memorial in Washington, D.C. If possible, please fill out a reservation form indicating your intention to attend. 

The first time is free! Free tickets are available in the narthex. Also, they are available for you to invite your friends and acquaintances.

Pastor’s Going To Jail – Need Help!

Help!! Pastor Gary is going to jail, and he has to raise bail to get out. Our pastor is going behind bars “for good” on Thursday, March, 3! A warrant has been issued for his arrest and his bail is set at $500. As one of the area’s “Most Wanted,” he will be “Locked Up” at the Nixa Event Center on Thursday, March 3 as part of a fundraiser for the Muscular Dystrophy Association. With your help they may even let him out on good behavior, but contributions must be received before Thursday, March 3. A basket will be available in the church lobby this Sunday for your donation.
Reaching Out: Domestic Violence Center

After prayer and discernment, the leadership (team & committee chairpersons) at Cassidy has identified Freedom’s Rest, the Christian County Domestic Violence Center, as the ministry focus for our church. We will have an initial meeting with the Center’s manager on Saturday, March 19 at 9 a.m. to discuss and identify specific ways we can become involved in hands-on ministry. Everyone is invited to attend. Please come and support this worthy effort!
Missions News

 

Souper Bowl Campaign - Thanks to everyone for the great response to our Souper Bowl campaign! We collected 449 cans and boxes of soup!

Least of These – This Month's Critical Needs: 
Cereal; Syrup; Dry Beans; 1 lb. packages of rice; Spaghetti Sauce; Pork and Beans; Diapers, size 2 and 3; Canned Pasta (ravioli, spaghettios, etc.).
THE ASCENSION

Southern Gospel Quartet Concert

An evening of Southern Gospel music will be presented on Saturday, March 19 at 6 p.m. at Cassidy UMC featuring the Quartet, The Ascension, of Lebanon, Missouri. Jonathon Edwards, KWFC disc jockey and emcee of our southern gospel concert last year, is a member of this group. Invite your neighbors and friends for a wonderful evening! Admission is free; there will be a love offering taken. 
Grief Support Groups
Two support groups for those who are grieving have been announced:
· Lost and Found – This adult group meets from 1 to 2:30 p.m. at 1006 N. Cedarbrook in Springfield on the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of each month through June 7. Our own Victoria Grasmick is a co-leader. Please contact Victoria (725-8996) for information and to register.

· Life After Loss – An education and support group for those grieving the death of a loved one meets from 6:30 to 8 p.m. on Thursday nights from February 24 until March 31 hosted by Hospice Compassus, 1465 E. Primrose in Springfield. To register or for more information, call 890-3728 or 3799.
Upcoming Lay Speaking Training Opportunity
Would you like to improve your ability to talk in front of others? Do you feel God’s nudge to take a more active role during worship? The Basic Lay Speaking Course is being offered in Lebanon on Saturday, March 26 from 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. June Teske is planning to attend and would like others to go with her! Registration costs (lunch included!) will be covered by the church. Contact June or Pastor Gary.
Baklava Class Offered
Terry Langley is offering to teach a class on making baklava sometime in late March or early April. If you are interested, please let her know. Cost for the class will be the cost of ingredients and is estimated to be between $15 and $20 for a pan of at least 40 full pieces (plus scraps and 1/2 size pieces). Each participant will build a baklava (approx. 2 hours) and then take it home to bake (another hour). Once the baklava cools, you will have instructions on how to make & add the syrup. Please indicate whether a Saturday or Sunday afternoon would work best for you. We will pick the day that works best for most people. Contact Terry at terrylangley1@msn.com or 725-9196.

Ladies' Lunch Bunch
The Ladies' Lunch Bunch is open to all ladies (and friends!) of Cassidy UMC. We meet the 3rd Friday of each month and travel to area restaurants and tea rooms for good food and great fellowship. If you want to carpool, meet at the church by 11 am (we leave promptly at 11 unless we know to wait for you). The schedule for the next several months is:

March - Melinda's (Nixa)
April - College of the Ozarks (this includes a stop & shop at the C of O greenhouse for bedding plants & flowers)
May - Bee-stro Cafe (inside Honey Heaven, Springfield)
June - Sandstone (Joplin)  We will meet at 10 am for this one.  Please plan to pay with cash!

 Coed Softball
Cassidy is again trying to put together a men & women’s team to play softball this spring.  We were only a few persons short last year. If you are interested in playing, contact Billy Thomas at blthomas@yahoo.com, or telephone 815-994-1596.







MARCH BIRTHDAYS


 


	2	Dawn Brokaw	14	Peggy McDaniel


	2 	Kirk Spinabella	18	Barbara Oney


	4	Sonya Boydston	22	Vanessa Bunch


	4	Ritchie Lathrom	22	Macy Myers


	5	Mike Crain	28	Joyce Block


	9	Carol Knibb	28	Jerry Epperly


	9	Janet Norman	28	Ashley Lind


	11	Joe Humphrey	29	Sandra Mitchell


	12	Justine Chastain	31	Neva Vaughn


	


FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARIES


 


	16	Johnny & Pam Fite	(1968)


	30	Kirby & Karen Holbrook	


	31	Bill & Joan Norwood 	(1962)


	31	Todd & Stacy Thompson	(2007)





May your special day be full of joy and 


happiness for each of you!











Upcoming events:








Tuesday Night Dinner: Tues., Mar. 1, @ 5-6:30 p.m.


Trustees: Wed., Mar. 2 @ 6 p.m.


VBS organizational meeting: Thurs., Mar. 3 @ 6 p.m.


Evangelism Team: Fri., Mar. 4 @ 9:30 a.m.


Missions Team: Tues., Mar. 8 @ 9 a.m.


UMW Business Meeting: Tues., Mar. 8 @ 10 a.m.


Finance Comm.: Wed., Mar. 9 @ 6 p.m.


Ash Wednesday Service: Wed., Mar. 9 @ 7 p.m.


United Methodist Men: Sat., Mar. 12 @ 7:30 a.m.


Riverview Worship Svc: Sun., Mar. 13 @ 2:30 p.m.


Emergency Planning: Tues., Mar. 15 @ 6:30 p.m.


Lenten Study: begins Tues., Mar. 15 @ 1 & 7 p.m.


Admin. Council: Wed., Mar. 16 @ 6 p.m.


Ladies’ Lunch Bunch: Fri., Mar. 18 @ 11 a.m.


Meeting with Freedom’s Rest: Sat., Mar. 19 @ 9 a.m.


The Ascension Gospel Quartet: Sat., Mar. 19 @ 6 p.m.


Fellowship Dinner: Sun., Mar. 20 @ noon


Education Team: Wed., Mar. 23 @ 6 p.m.


Spiritual Life Team: Thurs., Mar. 24 @ 3 p.m.








Praise Report





	Praise	Requested by


Dave Casipit	improved health	Barbara Siverts


*June Hobbs	improved health


*Dan Puffer	improved health


Ola Williams	improved health    	  Beverly Barge (mother)


Teresa Roberts  improved health  Lillian Roberts (daugh-in-law)





Cassidy United Methodist Church


Gary Langley, Pastor


5151 N Fremont Road


Nixa, MO  65714


 


E-mail: Cassidyumc@cebridge.net


Telephone: 582-3632


 www.cassidyumc.net








Thank You





Dear Church Family, Thank you and bless you for being so special! Your cards, food, prayers are greatly appreciated. It makes being “puny” much easier to bear. Love, June Hobbs





Thank you to Stan and June Hobbs for their kind donation of the oak desk & hutch for the church secretary’s office. This donation has increased the work and storage area, as well as being very eye appealing. Appreciate it very much!





Jackie had a great birthday. She received bunches of cards, flowers and visitors. The cards are hanging on her wall and look great! Thank you so much for your kindness and generosity. Stan Siemens





Pastor Gary, Terry, and Church Family - Thank you so much for the beautiful flowers in the spring bouquet. The prayer shawl is a wonderful thing to keep me warm and remind me of your prayers. It makes me feel better. Love, Billie Van Tassel





Church family, Thank you so much for the beautiful prayer shawl and your thoughts and prayers. I will treasure my gift forever! Blessings, Pat Lynn





Lenten Activities:








Ash Wednesday Worship Service - The Lenten Season begins with our traditional service on Wednesday, March 9 at 7 p.m. You are encouraged to attend this very meaningful, special service.


 


Lenten Sermon Series: Prayer – During the Lenten season, we will be addressing such questions as: Is God listening? Does prayer really help? Why do so many prayers go unanswered? Why doesn’t God do something? How can we make prayer more satisfying? Plan to join us for this series beginning March 13.





Lenten Study – On the six Tuesdays of Lent, beginning March 16 through April 19, Dr. Joe Humphrey will lead our Lenten Study, “The Desert Will Blossom,” at 1 p.m. and again at 7 p.m. (see article).





Lenten Devotionals – Devotional booklets (similar to The Upper Room) have been purchased for the congregation and are available in the church lobby.





In Sympathy


 


Sympathy is extended to Vicki McCoy and family in the recent loss of her mother, Shirley Maelbrancke.





Sympathy is extended to Victoria Grasmick and family in the recent loss of her uncle, Clifford Chase.





Prayer Concerns





	Concern	Requested by


*Jackie Siemens  	Alzheimer’s		 


Bob Daigle	stroke		Nell Peevy


Jack/Linda Carter     	stroke (Jack)     Mike Crain


David Teske	cancer return   	Stan Teske (brother)


Jeannie Gault	cancer	Jackie Seidner (sister)


Mary Calgan	cancer	Cheryl Puffer (sister)


Lawrence Chase	cancer	Victoria Grasmick (father)


Clifford Chase   cancer/stoke	Victoria Grasmick (uncle)


Woodie Morris	cancer	Terry Langley


Donna Hobbs      breast cancer      	Lillian Roberts (niece)


*Pat Lynn	breast cancer


Ron Helmke     multiple-myeloma    Barbara Siverts (bro-in-law)


Bill Dummann        lung cancer surgery         Barbara Siverts


*Jerry Epperly	tumor surgery


Joyce Whisenhunt	heart issue           Betty Webb (sis-in-law)


Marian Hawk   heart problems     Virginia Tyson (mother-in-law)


Mary Daigle  	bypass surgery    Nell Peevy (sister)


*Billie Van Tassel	broken hip	


Emily Lowman	brain injury	Mary Ray


*Jane Kennon	ALS


Sarah Novotny	ALS	Barbara Siverts


Sandy Chase	ALS	  Victoria Grasmick (aunt)


Joan Peterson       dementia      Harlan Ray/Barb Siverts (sister)


Will Gregory        deployed to Afghanistan	  Sam Yarnell


Julie Wiegand       illness/dehydration       Lori Thomas (cousin)


Allen & Shelby 	car accident  	Dennis Williamson’s parents


	Williamson


Carol Zygadlo     comfort in husband’s death      Elaine Crowley


       & family  





Pastor Ermelinda David Nhamposse and Salatiael Guambe UMC (our Mozambique partner church)


* Members of our congregation








Weekly Schedule





Church office hours: 8 to noon, Mon. thru Fri. (582-3632)





� SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1�Sunday: 	Sunday School/Adult Studies	9:30 A.M.


		  	Worship	10:45 A.M.


Tuesday: 	UMW	10:00 A.M.


Wednesday:	Choir Practice	7:00 P.M.


Thursday: 	Chime Practice	6:30 P.M.


Friday: 	Open Prayer (all welcome)	8:45 A.M.





Cassidy UMC website: � HYPERLINK "http://www.cassidyumc.net" �www.cassidyumc.net�





Cassidy United Methodist Church’s Mission:


Connecting People to Christ








Church Summer Camp


 


The conference camping schedule and registration forms are posted on the bulletin board in Fellowship Hall for children and youth from the 3rd grade on up. Not only is camping loads of fun, but it is a great way to make a deeper connection to God and to make friends that will last a life time. Registrations need to be in by the end of March to receive early-bird discount. Scholarships are provided for each child or youth who wants to attend.
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