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The Good News

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ!

I’m so glad that we are finally seeing hopeful signs of spring. This has seemed like such a long, cold winter - I guess because there was no real break in the temperature as there are many years. And this has been a hard winter in other ways for Cassidy UMC. Many of our members have experienced loss and turmoil in their lives. In fact, I have never experienced such a high percentage of folks in a congregation going through traumatic distress as I have in the past few months: loss of loved ones, loss of a job, life-threatening illness of a loved one, and serious medical conditions to just name some of the problems. Many of these situations are reflected in our on-going prayer concerns, but there are also many situations that remain private.

There is a rather glib saying that, “What doesn’t kill you makes you stronger.” However, I believe there is truth in the saying in more ways than one. It is possible to become so overwhelmed by circumstances that one just gives up and experiences, if not death, at least a mortal wounding of the spirit. And one can look for escape in all kinds of ways: by finding refuge in alcohol or drugs, by withdrawing from relationships, by becoming bitter and lashing out against friends and loved ones. 

But there is only one refuge that provides real comfort and restores our soul. And that refuge is, of course, our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Especially as we approach, on Easter, the celebration of Jesus’ glorious defeat of the powers of evil, the defeat of sin and death, we remember, too, that Jesus experienced all of the physical and mental trauma this world could throw at him. His friends deserted him, and he was tortured, ridiculed, and hung on a cross to die. Jesus knows our pain, and he is always available to provide us strength and comfort. Jesus is available to us through prayer; he is available to us through worship activities; and he is available to us through the loving actions of other Christians, especially our church family.

God created us; God loves us completely; and God sent his Son into the world to provide his love to us and to save us. The apostle Paul tells us that nothing can separate us from the love of God in Jesus Christ. As so many of us are now going through a dark time, it is important that we learn to lean on each other, to share Christ’s love, comfort, and compassion. Our inclination during times of distress is to rely on ourselves. But when we put our trust in God, we not only experience God’s steadfast love; we also find our faith strengthened because of his faithfulness. We are indeed made stronger. If you are in need of help or support at this time, please reach out to your church family. Contact me or a church member. 

As a church, let us pray that our church soon emerges from the dark winter of distress and turmoil that is enveloping so many lives into the dawning of a spring of hopeful assurance of Jesus’ love and comfort. Let us pray that, having proven God’s faithfulness, we are strengthened by our trials. And let us pray that we become ever more fruitful in serving the purposes of our awesome God! But most of all – let us pray.


Love, Pastor Gary
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Memorial Easter Lilies

 

You are invited to purchase one or more Easter lilies for the sanctuary at a cost of $9 each. Designating information and funds are needed by March 28. This form is available in the bulletin and may be placed with the funds (check or cash) in the offering plate until March 28. Memorial information will be included in the bulletin on April 4. Easter lilies may be picked up following the second Easter service or left to adorn the sanctuary for the following weeks.
Easter Invitations
 

Special invitation cards for Holy Week - listing all worship services and activities - are available in the narthex. Easter is a time many outside the life of the church consider attending. Please consider using these cards to invite your friends, neighbors, and acquaintances to our worship services. Your invitation could make a crucial difference in someone’s life.
 

Good Friday Prayer Vigil

 

Our Spiritual Life Team is scheduling a 12-hour prayer vigil on Friday, April 2 from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. to pray for ourselves, our congregation, the ministries of the church, our communities, and their families and children, etc. The sign-up sheet is in Fellowship Hall. You may pray in 1/2 or 1 hour shifts at home or at the church. Prayer materials will be available at the church. Also, prayer request cards will be available for use during the vigil, if you have special needs or know someone who does.
Passover Seder Meal
 

A Messianic Jewish/Christian Seder meal will be held at the Sanctuary of Hope in Branson on Monday, March 29 @ 7 p.m. with special music/traditional dance, a Biblical Passover celebration, and catered buffet dinner. Information about pricing and reservations is on the table in the narthex outside the sanctuary.
Easter Egg Hunt

 

On Sunday, March 28, the CREW youth group will host an Easter Egg hunt, story time, and snack from 5 to 6 p.m. Meet in Fellowship Hall – Everyone is invited!


Tuesday Night Dinner
 
The next Tuesday Night Dinner ($6) is April 6. The menu is spaghetti with choice of sauce, meatballs, tossed salad, garlic bread, and a selection of wonderful desserts! Carryouts are always available! Proceeds this month support the Spofford House, a residential treatment home for children in Kansas City.

Cassidy Breakfast and Work Party

 

The Trustees have set the morning of Saturday, April 10, as a work day to take care of our “spring-cleaning” both inside and outside. Everyone is invited! Work will start at about 9 a.m. and will last only 2 or 3 hours. Everyone is also invited to come early at 8 a.m. to start the morning off right with a wonderful Methodist Men breakfast, but please let the church office know, so the cooks can prepare the right amount. Come have a great time working with your brothers and sisters. Bring some top soil or flowers to plant, yard tools for clean-up, blowers to clean off the parking lot, or window-washing and cleaning supplies.
 

Confirmation Classes to Begin
Pastor Gary will lead confirmation classes for youth in grades 6 & 7 on Sunday afternoons beginning April 11 through May 16. Class time will be arranged with the participants. If your child wishes to participate, please notify the church office by Wednesday, March 31, so that books can be ordered. If you have an older child, who has not been confirmed, contact Pastor Gary or the church office to arrange a separate class time.
Ladies’ Spring Tea
 

The second annual “Spring Fling” Tea and Luncheon will take place on Saturday, April 24 at 11:00 a.m. All ladies of Cassidy UMC are invited to come enjoy a wonderful tea/lunch and lots of laughter. The hats were such a hit last year that everyone is once again encouraged to wear a hat! RSVP to Terry Langley by April 17 @ 725-9196 or terrylangley1@msn.com. Bring a friend!

 
Coed Softball
Cassidy is putting a men & women’s team together to play softball this spring in the Nixa Coed Softball League. Registration is limited to the first 8 teams. Games will be played on Tuesdays, starting May 16th. Players must be at least 18 years old. If interested, contact Billy Thomas at 815-994-1596, or e-mail at blthomas32@yahoo.com. A sign-up sheet is at the church.

Missions News

 

· Least of These Donations – In February, we collected 27 packages of dried beans. In March, we are collecting canned vegetables & tomatoes, and in April, we will be collecting rice. However, there is a crucial need right now for other staples, as stated in the following letter from the food pantry:

Since January the pantry has given food to 573 families, with close to 1200 people in both January and February.  Donations have not kept pace with this level of need.  We appreciate your continued support to help those less fortunate in Christian County. Donations gratefully accepted 8 a.m. until 12 noon, Mon., Wed., & Fri., 511 Kathryn St., Nixa. For more information, call
724-2500, or visit www.leastofthesefoodpantry.com. Most needed items: Cereal, Pancake Mix & Syrup, Chicken, Hamburger, Tuna, Spaghetti Sauce & Pasta, sugar-free jelly & Jell-O, diapers.

· Save your “Best Choice” food labels and provide them to Dee Carr. The Festival of Sharing raises $1000’s each year by redeeming these.

 

Mission Trip Opportunity

 

Ozark United Methodist Church is planning a mission trip to Sager Brown in Louisiana, October 30-November 5. The UMCOR Sager Brown Depot in Baldwin, La., is the headquarters for UMCOR’s relief supply operations. Approximately $4 million in supplies are shipped each year from the Baldwin, La. campus. More than 2,000 volunteers that come through Sager Brown each year make these shipments happen.
There will be an informational meeting on Friday, March 26, at 6:30 PM in room #233 at Ozark UMC (Hwy 14, east of Ozark). Pizza and drinks will be served! (Please RSVP.) They would love to have folks join them on the trip! For more information contact Karen Biache @ 838-2559 or 581-7005.

Cassidy UMC Mission Statement

 

The Administrative Council voted to change our Mission Statement in an effort to simplify it while keeping the same intent: Connecting People to Christ. This is our mission!
Bulletins & Newsletters
 

Don’t forget both the weekly bulletin and our monthly newsletter are available for download off of our web site: www.cassidyumc.net. If you are currently not getting the newsletter and would like us to mail you one, or if you would like to receive a worship bulletin by mail when you are absent, please let JoAn know (church office – 582-3632).
A Letter from Our Mozambique Partner Church
 Dear Partners of Cassidy UMC in Missouri,

Greetings in the name of our Savior Jesus Christ to you our brothers and sisters. We pray that all is fine with you in the continuation of the work of God.
Thank you so much for your recent letter we received through our Representative and our hearts are filled with joy as we recognize that despite the long distance, God brings us together in this mutual ministry.
Thanks for the good news and particularly for knowing that your church is growing and on your involvement in the community with your ministries, and on your relationship with the elementary school, feeding the children. 
Our church activities are still going on well. Our church membership is also growing because of the intense work in evangelization. We assign different church groups and individuals around the community and in family gatherings, markets, and people’s homes, to tell people about the good news. There has been an increase in number of converts indeed. We have been successful in adding one more local church and 2 more class meetings (bringing to a total of 5 and 15 respectively). Our church is located at about 78 kilometers from the Village of Zavala, where our DS stays. There are a lot of challenges still in our community. We are still struggling to have our chapel built on permanent materials. So far we have been able to roof it up with zinc materials and placed walls of cane. There will still be a need to cement the floor and purchase pews. There are little contributions from our members because we all rely on agriculture output and it has been little rains from the last semester of last year. We do gardening in a tiny river flowing in Massita area and we grow banana and other horticulture crops. Our parsonage is still made of local material and we are also seeking ways to have it built on permanent materials. Your prayers are needed. 
The Chacane local church has a small permanent chapel and they have worked hard last year to have a small guest house for when we have charge conferences. We continue develop small projects and from 5 goats we had a year ago, we are now narrowed to 2 goats, 2 of which were slaughtered to feed people who came for the district conference, and one died. As a rural church we struggle with overcoming constraints. There are youth and adults that are already leaving the church to work in the gold mines in South Africa. Our church occupies a vast area that if our pastor had adequate means of transportation, he could have the opportunity to increase our membership. Other constraints are related to water scarcity and we pray that God may respond to our plea.
We are blessed to have you as our covenant partner, and please know that we think of you and pray for your congregation every time we meet in our church prayers and meetings. Help us to be a blessing to others!

In Christ, Ermelinda Lazaro Batala- pastor - and the Salatiel Guambe UMC congregation
Building Fund

 

The loan note on the sanctuary and fellowship hall is now below $32,000! Your faithful giving is appreciated!
Youth Activities
 

The CREW (Christ Rocks Everyone’s World) Youth Group has been busily planning out Spring activities. Below is the CREW’s schedule for the next three months. The CREW’s mission this year is to raise $1500 to purchase animals through Heifer International for families in Africa. Fund raising will include a Dessert & Youth Auction in May, sale of donuts and coffee after the classrooms are completed, perhaps a pet/car wash, scrabble tournament, making items to sell at fall bazaar, and a dinner/movie night. The youth will be making periodic announcements throughout the year regarding fund raisers and money raised. Everyone is invited and welcome to attend the youth outings to the animal shelter, Riverview, bowling, etc. 

March
21 - Regular meeting: 5:30 p.m., Cassidy Fellowship Hall
28 - Easter Egg hunt, story time, and snack: 5 – 6 p.m. 
April
  4 - No Youth Group - Easter Sunday
11 - Riverview Assisted Living Worship Svc: 2:30 p.m. 
18 - Youth Sunday - the youth will participate as worship leaders during morning worship. 

Youth Group – to Christian County Animal Adoption Center in Ozark: 5:30 p.m.

25 - Regular meeting: 5:30 p.m.

May
  2 - Bowling at Lighthouse Lanes - Time to be determined
  9 - Riverview Assisted Living Worship Svc: 2:30 p.m. 
16 - Dessert and Youth Auction during fellowship meal


Youth Group – regular meeting: 5:30 p.m. 
23 - Christian County Animal Adoption Center 5:30 p.m.
30 - 5th Sunday Hymn Sing - 5:00 p.m.
 






Upcoming events:





Fellowship Meal: Sun., Mar. 21 @ noon


Safe Sanctuary Training: Sun., Mar. 21 @ 12:30 p.m.


Holy Thursday Service: Thurs., Apr. 1 @ 7 p.m.


Prayer Vigil:  Fri., Apr. 2 @ 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.


Evangelism Team: Fri., Apr. 2 @ 9:30 a.m.


Good Friday Service: Fri., Apr. 2 @ 7 p.m.


Easter brunch: Sun., Apr. 4 @ 9:30 a.m.


Easter Services: Sun., Apr. 4 @ 8:30 & 10:45 a.m. 


Tuesday Night Dinner: Tues., Apr. 6, @ 5-6:30 p.m.


Finance Comm.: Wed., Apr. 7 @ 6 p.m.


United Methodist Men: Sat., Apr. 10 @ 7:30 a.m.


Breakfast & Work Day: Sat., Apr. 10 @ 8/9 a.m.


Riverview Worship Svc: Sun., Apr. 11 @ 2:30 p.m.


Missions Team: Tues., Apr. 13 @ 9 a.m.


UMW Business Meeting: Tues., Apr. 13 @ 10 a.m.


Education Team: Wed., Apr. 13 @ 6 p.m.


Crafting Group: Tues., Apr. 13 @ 7 p.m.


Trustees: Wed., Apr. 14 @ 6 p.m.


Spiritual Life Team: Tues., Apr. 20 @ 9 a.m.


Emergency Planning: Tues., Apr. 20 @ 6:30 p.m.


Admin. Council: Wed., Apr. 21 @ 6 p.m.


Ladies’ Spring Tea: Sat., Apr. 24 @ 11 a.m. 





 In Sympathy


 


Our sympathy is extended to the following families and family members due to the recent loss of loved ones: 


 


Stacy Thompson & family on the death of Stacy’s grandmother. 


  


Virginia Tyson, Marian Hawk, and family on the loss of Tom Tyson. 


 


The family of Clay Sears. 





Eric Sobaski and family on the loss of Eric’s sister, Gena. 


  


Mike Seidner and family on the loss of Mike’s mother. 








Our Attendance:





	Feb. 21	97


	Feb. 28	104


	Mar. 7	110


	Mar. 14	96


You are missed when


you are not present.








 Our Mission:


Connecting People 


to 


Christ








Thank You





Pastor Gary & Cassidy Church Family – We can’t thank you enough for the hospital visits, prayers, flowers, prayer shawl and the meal after the service for the family. With love – Virginia Tyson & family Marian Hawk





Cassidy Family, Words cannot express our thanks for all you did for Tom’s family. He & Virginia had shared their joy in being a part of your church. We can understand their joy. You went above and beyond in preparing such a fine luncheon for all of the family & friends. We feel more comfortable knowing Virginia is surrounded by such genuinely kind people. Ron & Sandy Tyson





Dear Cassidy Friends, Thanks so much for your prayers. I appreciate all of you so much. Della Waymack





To the very kind and thoughtful people at Cassidy United Methodist Church. Just a little thank-you card to you all for the beautiful blue shawl that someone kindly had knitted. I shall always treasure it, because it was done with love. I would also like to thank you all for helping and comforting my dear sister, Lillian Roberts, through her heartache in the loss of her dear husband, Jon. God bless one and all. From ‘the folks down under,’ Josie Hobbs.





Cassidy Prayer Shawl Ministry, Thank you so much for the shawl for my “first” mother-in-law, Louise Barnett-Trodgon. She had a fall at 81 and went from being active to living in assisted living. She called twice to thank us for it! Thank you so much – Bob & Susan Haswell





Cassidy United Methodist, Thank you all so much for the prayer shawl and flowers. They are both beautiful. Thank you for all the love and support. Eric, Megan, Rhett





Your kind expression of sympathy is gratefully acknowledged and deeply appreciated. Rachelle Sobaski and Therese Armstrong (the family of Gena M. Sobaski)





Thank you so much for the use of your kitchen & fellowship hall for our Relay for Life fundraiser. Thanks to you & the participation of your members we raised $610.52. Enclosed is a donation from our team to cover utilities and use of restrooms, etc. We appreciate it so much! Carol Powell, Sister & Friends Relay for Life team





Thank you so much for the shawl and your prayers. Please continue to pray for my upcoming surgery before Easter and my on-going cancer treatment. Pam (Lillian Roberts’ sister)





Thank you for your recent donation of 129 soccer balls & 8 inflation needles. Watoto Child Care Ministries


(see entire letter on the Fellowship Hall bulletin board)





Special  Worship Services during Holy Week


 


Palm Sunday, March 28, 10:45 a.m. – This service will focus on Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem.  The children will bring forward their palm branches.


 


Holy Thursday, April 1, 7 p.m. – This service will focus on Jesus’ last night with his disciples. Holy Communion will be served.


 


Good Friday, April 2, 7 p.m. – This meditative service will focus on the Passion Story and Jesus’ self-sacrifice on the cross for us. The choir will sing.


 


Easter Sunday, April 4, 8:30 a.m. & 10:45 a.m. – Our joyous service celebrating Jesus’ resurrection and his triumph over sin and death. Be sure to join us for a potluck brunch from 9:30 to 10:30 a.m. (between services).











APRIL BIRTHDAYS


 


	5	Hannah Gardner  	19	J.D. Melton


	7	Patty Shilling	19	Dan Puffer


	9	Joy Smith	21	Chris Webster


	10	Victoria Grasmick	23	Se’amus Hamilton


	12	Betty Ann Rogers	27	Darby Bunch


	15	Matthew Webster	27	Jana Long


	16	Mike Pieczynski	29	Susan Haswell


	16	Bonnie Crain	


 


APRIL ANNIVERSARIES


 


	4	Darby & Vanessa Bunch	(2004)


	16	Joe & Tammy Humphrey	(1995)


	29	Ron & Eldena Bilyeu 	(1954)





May your special day be full of joy and 


happiness for each of you!





 











Prayer Concerns





++  Jackie Siemens  	++  Gary & Karen Scheel


++  John Weatherford	++  Bob Daigle


++  Bob Block  	++  Cindy James


++  Aaron Puffer	++  Ron Orr


++  Pam Foster 	++  Janet Townsend


++  Kathy Snelson	++  Betty Webb


++  Jo Hobbs	++  Linda Garner (cancer)


++  Stan Teske 	++  Ron Wasson


++  David Teske 	++  Richard Korte (heart)


++  Mary Alice Wheeler (surgery)


++  Salatiael Guambe UMC and Pastor Ermelinda


Lazaro Batala  (our Mozambique partner church)








Weekly Schedule





Church office hours: 8 a.m. to noon, Mon. thru Fri. (582-3632) 


� SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1�Sunday: 	Sunday School/Adult Studies	9:30 A.M.


		  	Worship	10:45 A.M.


		C.R.E.W. (Youth: 5th -12th)	5:30 P.M.


Tuesday: 	UMW/Crafting	10:00 A.M.


Wednesday: 	Choir	7:00 P.M.


Thursday:  	Disciple II	6:30 P.M.


Friday: 	Open Prayer (all welcome)	8:45 A.M.





Cassidy UMC website: � HYPERLINK "http://www.cassidyumc.net" �www.cassidyumc.net�


Cassidy United Methodist Church: Connecting People to Christ


 








Thank You (cont.)


 


Thank you for your thoughtfulness and the beautiful peace lily for our father’s funeral service. The Sears Family (Clay E. Sears)





Dear Friends, Thank you so much for the beautiful prayer shawl you sent me. You ladies are so sweet and so thoughtful and I really appreciate all of you. God Bless, Carole Hopkins





Dear Cassidy Family! Thank you Cassidy family & friends for your prayers and the beautiful prayer shawls for myself and my brother, David. Love in Christ Jesus. Thanks, Stan Teske





Congratulations!





Billy Thomas raised $270 for the Muscular Dystrophy Association! Billy sends a big thank you to everyone who donated to bail him out!! “God bless you all!”





�





Soccer Balls – We collected 129 soccer balls to send to the children of Watoto in Uganda (greatly exceeding our goal - 100)! Kirby & Karen Holbrook organized the collection and took care of sending them. Thank you!
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