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The Good News

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ!

During the Lenten season, our sermons series has been on the gift of prayer based on the book, Prayer: Does It Make Any Difference? by Philip Yancey. For most of us, prayer doesn’t necessarily come easy. Yancey likens it to learning a foreign language. He states: 

If we want fluency, we must set aside time, keep working at it, persisting despite the awkward feelings of a beginner, persevering only because we value the final result.  Of course, acquiring any skill involves much the same process.

How many of us sat down at a piano and immediately started to play, or went out on the golf course and shot par? Not very many, I’m thinking. Likewise, prayer takes practice.

In Yancey’s book is an article that suggests four different types of prayer and meditation techniques to fit four different kinds of temperaments. If your temperament runs more to feelings, creative exercises involving imagination, imagery, and journaling is recommended.  One exercise is addressing Scripture passages to yourself. For example, Jesus said, “Come to me, Kathy, and I will give you rest.” Stirring the heart with the recognition that the promises and commands of Scripture are meant for me personally can open a previously buried depth of feeling.

Scientifically-minded folks may benefit from taking a Scripture passage and asking basic investigative questions of who, what, when, where, why, and how. Further, asking, “What area of my life will this help with?” can help draw us into truth and discover how it applies to our lives.

For those driven by duty, a concrete, orderly system of prayer and meditation is appealing more than abstract notion of peace, grace, and joy. Engaging the senses to see, hear, and smell the scenes of Scripture as though actually there bring ancient truth to modern application. Walking with Jesus during each moment of his passion story can help us appreciate the cost for he paid for salvation.

For those who are doers, the fourth kind of meditation/prayer activity involves action in prayer. Whether hiking, fishing, or doing routine chores, this kind of movement allows our bodies to be active while we engage in prayer. One woman likes to pray while washing dishes. What a Martha way to be Mary! Do the work and sit at Jesus’ feet at the same time!

There is no one “right” way to pray. As we’ve been discussing in worship, prayer is about entering into real relationship with God by humbly and honestly bringing our authentic selves before God and allowing God’s transforming love to change our hearts into the person God created us to be. This in turn empowers us to make a difference in the world around us, as we more consciously understand and strive to shape it in the ways of righteousness and justice that God would have us. Let us each regularly be in prayer. As you persevere, you will be amazed at the difference it makes!


Love, Pastor Gary
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Newsletter & Bulletins
Don’t forget: our monthly newsletter and each week’s bulletin are available on our website: www.cassidyumc.net. If you would like us to mail you a newsletter or church bulletin, contact the church office: 417-582-3632.
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Lay-Speaking Training
Four members of our congregation will attend lay-speaking training on Saturday, March 26: Kevin Lapaglia, Thelma Sweeney, June Teske, and Billy Thomas. 
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Special Offering – Pacific Emergency:

The United Methodist response to the earthquake and tsunami in Japan is being closely coordinated with churches and church-related agencies in that country, which continues to reel as the death toll continues to rise. The disaster caused widespread death and destruction including loss of homes and livelihoods, and is intensified with the threat of nuclear radiation. The United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR) is serving as the denomination's conduit for financial contributions. Our United Methodist Council of Bishops has requested each church aid in this tremendous disaster. If you would like to contribute, mark your check or envelope: Pacific Emergency. The UMCOR Advance number is 3021317. One hundred percent (100%) of every gift goes to the designated cause.
Reaching Out: Domestic Violence Center

We had an informative, moving, and motivating meeting with the Domestic Violence Center this past Saturday. Cassidy UMC was well represented as we heard a presentation by Kelsey Bair, case manager at the facility. We were provided a list of on-going product needs that we can begin to provide, such as: paper products, laundry detergent, fabric softener, dishwasher detergent, feminine products, etc. We will post the complete list. We also discussed ministry opportunities in many, many different areas, including maintenance needs (yard, building, restoration), transportation needs, baby sitting, one-on-one mentoring, leading workshops in life skills (finances, grocery shopping/couponing, cooking, sewing, parenting, etc), babysitting, etc. 
We hope that as many of the congregation as possible will want to get involved. There are opportunities for each of us, regardless of limitations or skill-level. If we each donated just an hour or two a month, we could make a tremendous difference in the lives of these women.
After the presentation, the Cassidy folks discussed the opportunities, and it became apparent that we would need one or two folks to spearhead this partnership – not to be responsible for the work, but to be our point of contact and to help recruit volunteers. If this sounds like something God is calling you to do, please discuss with Pastor Gary.
Matching Funds for PET
Missouri United Methodist Church in Columbia has agreed to match donations made to PET (Personal Energy Transportation) from United Methodist Churches and individuals in Missouri. Any funds (up to $6,250) given through July 30 will be matched through MUMC's foundation. Cassidy has regularly supported this program, which has a tremendous impact in the lives of those, especially in third-world countries who have lost the use of their legs through land mines and other tragedies. This matching program allows any funds given through July 30 to have a "two for one" impact. For more on PET go to www.giftofmobility.org. 
Cassidy Breakfast and Work Party

 

The Trustees have set the morning of Saturday, April 9, as a work day to take care of our “spring-cleaning” both inside and outside. Everyone is invited! Work will start at about 9 a.m. and will last only 2 or 3 hours. Everyone is also invited to come early at 8 a.m. to start the morning off right with a wonderful Methodist Men breakfast, but please let the church office know, so the cooks can prepare the right amount. Come have a great time working with your brothers and sisters. Bring some top soil or flowers to plant, yard tools for clean-up, blowers to clean off the parking lot, or window-washing and cleaning supplies.

Least of These
The Least of These web site continues to list the following as critical needs: Cereal; Syrup; Dry Beans; 1 lb. packages of rice; Spaghetti Sauce; Pork and Beans; Diapers, size 2 and 3; Canned Pasta (ravioli, spaghettios, etc.).

Bell-Ringers Needed!
The good news is that Ozark UMC has loaned us a three-octave set of bells. The other good news is we now have more opportunities for others to play! Additional bell ringers are required! Never played bells before? It’s ok, neither have some of us. Come learn and have a great time! We practice on Thursdays @ 7 p.m. Please, please come!  Questions? See June Hobbs or Jo Williamson.
VBS Organizational Meeting
Let’s try again! Many conflicts prevented this meeting last month. But if we’re going to have VBS this year, we need to get going! An organizational meeting will be held on Tuesday, April 5 @ 6:30 p.m. We need lots of help if we’re going to provide this wonderful experience for children! Please come to contribute your ideas.

Baklava Class Offered
Terry Langley will teach a class on making baklava on April 3 @ 3 p.m. If you are interested, please let her know by Friday April 1, so she can obtain supplies. Cost for the class will be the cost of ingredients, approximately $15 to $20 for a pan of at least 40 full pieces (plus scraps and 1/2 size pieces). Each participant will build a baklava (approx. 2 hours) and then take it home to bake (another hour). Contact Terry at terrylangley1@msn.com or 725-9196.
Memorial Easter Lilies

 

You are invited to purchase one or more Easter lilies for the sanctuary at a cost of $9 each. Designating information forms will be available in the bulletin in April and will be placed with the funds (check or cash) in the offering plate until April 17.  Memorial information will be included in the bulletin on April 24. Easter lilies may be picked up following the Easter service or left to adorn the sanctuary for the following weeks.
Good Friday Prayer Vigil

 

We will again have a 12-hour prayer vigil on Friday, April 22 in our prayer room from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. to pray: for ourselves, our church and congregation, the ministries of the church, those in need, our communities and nation, etc. The sign-up sheet will be in Fellowship Hall. You may pray in 1/2 or 1 hour shifts at home or at the church. Prayer materials will be available at the church. Also, we will be soliciting prayer requests prior to the vigil, if you have special needs or concerns or know someone who does.

Easter Invitations
Special invitation cards for Holy Week - listing all worship services and activities – will be available in the church lobby. Easter is a time those outside the life of the church consider attending. Please use these cards as Easter draws near to invite your friends, neighbors, and acquaintances to our worship services. Your invitation could make a crucial difference in someone’s life.
Coed Softball
Cassidy is again trying to put together a men & women’s team to play softball this spring. We were only a few persons short last year. If you are interested in playing, contact Billy Thomas at blthomas@yahoo.com, or telephone 815-994-1596.



Let’s Play Bunco!
The Christian County Relay for Life “Sisters & Friends” Team is sponsoring a Bunco fundraiser with an evening of good food, great door prizes, and fun on Friday, April 8 in our Fellowship Hall. Doors open at 6 and Bunco starts at 7 p.m. See June Hobbs for tickets (485-2696).







APRIL BIRTHDAYS


 


	5	Hannah Gardner  	19	J. D. Melton


	7	Patty Shilling	19	Dan Puffer


	9	Joy Smith	21	Bill Myers


	10	Victoria Grasmick	21	Chris Webster


	14	Andrew Bunch	23	Se’amus Hamilton


	14	Isabell Bunch	23	Nicholas Whitlow


	15	Matthew Webster	27	Darby Bunch


	16	Bonnie Crain	27	Jana Long


	16	Mike Pieczynski	29	Susan Haswell





APRIL ANNIVERSARIES


 


	4	Darby & Vanessa Bunch	(2004)


	16	Joe & Tammy Humphrey	(1995)


	29	Ron & Eldena Bilyeu 	(1954)





May your special day be full of joy and 


happiness for each of you!














Upcoming events:








Evangelism Team: Fri., Apr. 1 @ 9:30 a.m.


Safe Sanctuary Comm.: Sun., Apr. 3 @ noon


VBS organizational meeting: Tues., Apr. 5 @ 6:30 p.m.


Trustees: Wed., Apr. 6 @ 6 p.m.


Bunco Fundraiser: Fri., Apr. 8 @ 6 p.m.


United Methodist Men: Sat., Apr. 9 @ 7:30 a.m.


Cassidy Work Day: Sat., Apr. 9 @ 9 a.m.


Riverview Worship Svc: Sun., Apr. 10 @ 2:30 p.m.


Missions Team: Tues., Apr. 12 @ 9 a.m.


UMW Business Meeting: Tues., Apr. 12 @ 10 a.m.


Ladies’ Lunch Bunch: Fri., Apr. 15 @ 11 a.m.


Fellowship Dinner: Sun., Apr. 17 @ noon


Emergency Planning: Tues., Apr. 19 @ 6:30 p.m.


Admin. Council: Wed., Apr. 20 @ 6 p.m.


Holy Thursday Svc: Thurs., Apr. 21 @ 7 p.m.


Prayer Vigil: Fri., Apr. 22 @ 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.


Good Friday Svc: Fri., Apr. 22 @ 7 p.m.


Easter brunch: Sun., Apr. 24@ 9:30 a.m.


Education Team: Wed., Apr. 27 @ 6 p.m.


Spiritual Life Team: Thurs., Apr. 28 @ 3 p.m.








It’s a Party!  And You’re Invited!





Who:  Everyone (this means you!)


What:  Celebrating our Birthdays


When:  Sunday, May 1, 2011


	  Immediately following church


Where:  Fellowship Hall


Why:  Why not?





Family Life is sponsoring a birthday party to celebrate all of our birthdays!  We will have cake immediately following the church service (yes, it’s before lunch, but life is short – eat dessert first!!). We’ll have tables decorated for each month – find the one that is your birthday month! Please bring a gift of one of the items listed in the article about Freedom’s Rest, the Christian County Domestic Violence Center. Note:  if you would be willing to be in charge of decorating one table and providing a birthday cake for that table, please contact Terry at 725-9196. We still need to cover January, February, March, April, August, September, October and November.








Praise Report





	Praise	Requested by


Bill Dummann 	successful surgery	Barbara Siverts


*Pat Lynn	successful surgery


Allen & Shelby 	improved health	Dennis Williamson’s


 	Williamson 			parents





Cassidy United Methodist Church


Gary Langley, Pastor


5151 N Fremont Road


Nixa, MO  65714


 


E-mail: Cassidyumc@cebridge.net


Telephone: 582-3632


 www.cassidyumc.net








Thank You





Cassidy United Methodist – Thank you so much for the blanket for our Baby Harper! We are truly blessed to have family, friends, and a church that love us so much!  Also thanks for visiting us at the hospital. We appreciated everything.  Love, Thoeun, Britain, and Harper 





Sorry we missed you Wednesday. I was working and my wife was in town. Thanks so much for the nice cook book. It looks to be full of good recipes. Sincerely, James W. Lofgren





Prayer Shawl Ministry – Thank you so much for the prayer shawl. JoAn Jewell presented it to me and knowing her mom, Rachel, made it means a lot to me. I know it will bring me great comfort and remind me of Gods loving presence. Thank you Cassidy United Methodist Church. Yours in Christ, Eilene Lammers





Thank You! Thanks to all who helped, I was able to raise my bail before I had to turn myself in, so they let me out on good behavior! Together we raised $565 for the Muscular Dystrophy Association. Blessings, Pastor Gary








Special  Worship Services during Holy Week


 


Palm Sunday, April 17, 10:45 a.m. – This service will focus on Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem.  The children will bring forward their palm branches.


 


Holy Thursday, April 21, 7 p.m. – This service will focus on Jesus’ last night with his disciples. The chimes/bells will play and Holy Communion will be served.


 


Good Friday, April 22, 7 p.m. – This meditative service will focus on the Passion Story and Jesus’ self-sacrifice on the cross for us. The choir will sing.


 


Easter Sunday, April 24, 10:45 a.m. – Our joyous service celebrating Jesus’ resurrection and his triumph over sin and death (note only one service this year). Join us for a potluck brunch from 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.





In Sympathy


 


Sympathy is extended to Stan and June Hobbs and extended family in their recent losses: Stan’s nephew, Gene Laughlin; June’s cousin, Brenda Flagg; and the husband of June’s niece, Tom McCullough.


Sympathy is extended to Ginny Herfkens and extended family in the recent loss of her aunt, Virginia Nash.





Prayer Concerns





	Concern	Requested by


*Jackie Siemens  	Alzheimer’s		


Bob Daigle	stroke	Nell Peevy


Jack/Linda Carter     	stroke (Jack)	Mike Crain


David Teske	cancer return	Stan Teske (brother)


Jeannie Gault	cancer	Jackie Seidner (sister)


Mary Calgan	cancer	Cheryl Puffer (sister)


Lawrence Chase	cancer	Victoria Grasmick (father)


Woodie Morris	cancer	Terry Langley


Donna Hobbs 	breast cancer	Lillian Roberts (niece)


Ron Helmke     multiple-myeloma    Barbara Siverts (bro-in-law)


*Jerry Epperly	tumor surgery


*Suzanne Epperly	lymphoma


Carlyn Epperly	health problems	Jerry Epperly (father)


Joyce Whisenhunt	heart problem	Betty Webb (sis-in-law)


Ann Diehl	heart problem	Tammy Humphrey


Jean Strothmann 	possible heart surgery	Barbara McConnell


Marian Hawk	heart problems	Virginia Tyson (mother-in-law)


Mary Daigle  	bypass surgery	Nell Peevy (sister)


*Billie Van Tassel	broken hip	


Emily Lowman	brain injury	Mary Ray


*Jane Kennon	ALS


Sarah Novotny	ALS	Barbara Siverts


Sandy Chase	ALS	Victoria Grasmick (aunt)


Joan Peterson	dementia	Harlan Ray/Barb Siverts (sister)


Will Gregory	deployed to Afghanistan	Sam Yarnell


Julie Wiegand	illness/dehydration	Lori Thomas (cousin)


Jace Elliott	4-wheeler accident	Sabrina Inman





Pastor Ermelinda David Nhamposse and Salatiael Guambe UMC (our Mozambique partner church)





* Members of our congregation








Weekly Schedule





Church office hours: 8 to noon, Mon. thru Fri. (582-3632)





� SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1�Sunday: 	Sunday School/Adult Studies	9:30 A.M.


		  	Worship	10:45 A.M.


Tuesday: 	UMW	10:00 A.M.


Wednesday:	Choir Practice	7:00 P.M.


Thursday: 	Bell Practice	6:30 P.M.


Friday: 	Open Prayer (all welcome)	8:45 A.M.





Cassidy UMC website: � HYPERLINK "http://www.cassidyumc.net" �www.cassidyumc.net�





Cassidy United Methodist Church’s Mission:


Connecting People to Christ





Congratulations!


 


Congratulations to Britain Roberts (Lillian’s granddaughter) and Thoeun Khat on the birth of their daughter, Harper Shade Khat, born Tuesday, March 8.





Church Summer Camp


 


The conference camping schedule and registration forms are posted on the bulletin board in Fellowship Hall for children and youth from the 3rd grade on up. Not only is camping loads of fun, but it is a great way to make a deeper connection to God and to make friends that will last a life time. Let us know as soon as possible; registrations must be in by April 4 to receive early-bird discount. Full scholarships are provided for each child or youth who wants to attend.
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