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The Good News

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ!

This month we’re in the middle of a sermon series on facing our fears. And until I started, I never realized what a focus the Gospels have on that subject. It seems that Jesus was continually telling folks to take heart, don’t worry, don’t be afraid. 

If it was only that easy, right? If only we could turn off our fears by flicking a switch. But there is so much to worry about in this world: finances and crime, pollution and terrorists. Pick up a newspaper and you can find dozens of things to worry about!

A couple of weeks ago, we said that there are many dangers out in the world, and it’s right to be aware and cautious about those things that threaten us at times. Healthy caution can guide us into making wise choices. But fear leads to paralysis. When fear takes over, we are no longer in control. Fear and happiness can’t live in the same heart.  Fear and clear thinking can’t live in the same body. Fear and confidence can’t coexist. Fear screams at us: “go back; you’ll fail; you’ll lose everything; you’re not wanted; you’ll look foolish; don’t get involved.”
So how do we rid our heart of fears? By strengthening and relying on the relationship with the one who can conquer all fear! Often, Jesus would combine his admonition against fear with an admonition to believe, to have faith: “Do not fear, only believe.” Mk 5:36; “Why are you afraid, you of little faith?” Mt 8:24 It seems that fear and faith are mutually exclusive attributes: the weaker our faith, the greater our fear and likewise, the stronger our faith, the less our fear. When our faith is strengthened through a deepening relationship with Jesus Christ - through worship, prayer, and study, we find that our fears diminish. And, rather than giving into our fear, when we continually look to and claim the assurance of Jesus’ presence, we find our faith is strengthened!

I hope you will join us this Sunday as we continue to look at some of the specific fears that haunt our daily lives, as we grow in relationship with our living Lord, and as we claim the power of the resurrected Christ to conquer all fear! Amen!


Love, Pastor Gary
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Graduation Celebration
 

Victoria Grasmick will graduate from the Assemblies of God Theological Seminary in May. Commencement will take place on Saturday, May 1 @ 10 a.m. at Central Assembly of God, 1301 N. Boonville Ave., Springfield. The congregation is invited to attend a reception on Sunday, April 25th, from 2 – 4 p.m. in Fellowship Hall, sponsored by the Disciple Bible Class. A card basket will be available. Congratulations, Victoria!


 
 
Bake Sale
The Annual Sisters and Friends Relay for Life Bake Sale will take place in front of Price Cutters across from Lamberts in Ozark on Saturday, May 8 from 8 a.m. until sold out.

Tuesday Night Dinner
 
The next Tuesday Night Dinner ($6) is May 4 from 5-6:30 p.m. The menu is chicken & biscuits or beef stew & cornbread, both served with tossed salad, and a selection of wonderful desserts! Carryouts are always available! Proceeds this month support the Least of These Hunger Challenge (see Mission News). A representative from the Least of These Food Pantry will make a presentation at about 5:30.


This month we are taking reservations to be better able to prepare the appropriate quantity of food. Reservation slips are available in the worship bulletins or call the church office: 582-3632.

National Day of Prayer - Breakfast Activities
 

The National Day of Prayer will be celebrated in both Nixa and Ozark on Thursday, May 6. 
· The 2nd Annual Ozark Breakfast will be held at the Ozark Community Center. A free breakfast is available at 6:30 a.m. with the program starting at 7 featuring Joe White, President of Kanakuk Kamps & founder of Kids Across America and Cross International, as guest speaker. Tickets are not required. If you would like additional information, contact Tina Carner at 576-6740. 
· Nixa’s 15th Annual  Community Prayer Breakfast, also at no cost, will be from 7 to 8 a.m. in the Nixa Chamber of Commerce Summit Room, 105 Sherman Way, Suite 109-110.

Missions News

 

· Least of These Donations – In March, we collected 92 cans of vegetables/tomatoes. In May, we will be collecting cereal.
· Plans are underway for 2 groups to visit Heifer International Headquarters and the new education center in Little Rock and Heifer Ranch in Perryville, Arkansas. One group will leave on Thursday, Sept. 30th and return on Saturday, Oct. 2nd. The other will leave Monday, Nov. 1st and return on Wednesday, Nov 3rd. Reservations are being accepted on a first come, first serve basis. If interested, please notify the church office.
· Annual Conference Offerings:

Special offerings are taken each year at Annual Conference (June 4-6). If you would like to participate, donations can be made to our church, and we will get the funds to the conference. Two offerings this year are:
-
The Bridge Between Missouri and Mozambique

A special offering will be taken to support the work of Carol Kreamer (Mozambique Initiative Coordinator) and Ezequiel Nhantumbo (Mozambique Initiative Rep. in Mozambique), who form an important bridge between our congregations in Missouri and those in Mozambique. 
- Health Kits and Baby Layettes 
We will also be receiving an offering of Festival of Sharing health kits and baby layettes for both Haiti and Chile. Surplus kits will be used to restock the shelves for our next disaster. If you would like to participate, please provide either completed kits or donations for kits.
Kit Collections

Health Kit: $12 value
In the face of natural disasters, violence, or poverty, these kits can mean the difference between sickness and health for family members.

· 1 hand towel (16" X 28")

· 1 washcloth

· 1 wide-tooth comb

· 1 metal nail clipper (no metal files or emery boards)

· 1 bar of soap (bath size, in wrapper)

· 1 toothbrush (in original packaging)

· 6 Band-Aids

Seal all items in a one-gallon plastic bag with zipper closure. Toothpaste will be added later by Church World Service.

Layette - $39 value
Layettes provide gentle warmth for infants and basic tools for young mothers struggling with poverty or the consequences of natural disaster.

· 6 cloth diapers

· 2 t-shirts or undershirts (no onesies)

· 2 washcloths

· 2 gowns or sleepers

· 2 diaper pins

· 1 sweater or sweatshirt

· 2 receiving blankets (one can be a knitted blanket)
All items should be new. Bundle items inside one of the receiving blankets and secure with diaper pins.
· Donations Received - In the last month, we have received the following monetary donations:
· Nothing But Nets - $290
· One Great Hour of Sharing - $330

· PET - $249

· Hunger Challenge: In April & May, both the Finley River and Nixa Community Foundations are raising funds that will be matched 100% to benefit the Least of These. In March, 571 families received food assistance: 1,488 individuals without enough money to properly feed themselves or their families. If you want to participate, please send your check to either foundation and mark the check “Least Of These, Hunger Challenge.”

 

Youth Activities

 

Below is the CREW’s activity schedule through May. The CREW’s mission project this year is to raise $1500 to purchase animals through Heifer International for families in Africa. Fund raising includes the following:

· Helping the congregation with household chores. For a reasonable donation, you can hire a team of one adult and one youth to come help at your home, doing such chores as yard work or helping to clean out the garage. A sign up sheet will be posted in Fellowship Hall where you can list your name, the tasks needing to be accomplished, and a contact phone number. 
· A dessert auction the last Sunday in May at the 5th Sunday Hymn Sing.  Contributions toward the auction can be anything in the dessert category.  There will be a sign up sheet for that also. We encourage everyone to take part in this fun event.  Anyone is welcome to join us as we meet on Sundays at 5:30. 
· Taking donations at our next Fellowship Meal.
The youth will be making periodic announcements throughout the year regarding fund raisers and money raised. Everyone is welcome to attend the youth outings to the animal shelter, Riverview, and bowling, etc. 

April
25 - Regular meeting: 5:30 p.m.
May
  2 - Bowling at Lighthouse Lanes - Time to be determined
  9 - Riverview Assisted Living Worship Svc: 2:30 p.m. 
16 - Youth Group – regular meeting: 5:30 p.m. 
23 - Christian County Animal Adoption Center 5:30 p.m.
30 - 5th Sunday Hymn Sing - 5:00 p.m.
Friendship Sunday - May 16
 

Plan now to find ways to invite one or more of your friends or acquaintances to come worship with us next month on Friendship Sunday. The Great Commission challenges us to especially seek out and welcome those who are not part of a church fellowship. This annual event gives us the opportunity to be very intentional about extending a Christian invitation to others. We will have our potluck fellowship meal after worship on that day.

Fifth Sunday Hymn Sing & Dessert Auction
 

Our next 5th Sunday Hymn Sing is Sunday, May 30. We gather in Fellowship Hall @ 5:00 p.m. for refreshments, and this month a Dessert Auction sponsored by the youth (see Youth News above).  We’ll then move to the sanctuary for pick-your-favorite-hymn congregational singing, as well as a few solos and specials. Plan now to join us! If you’ve never been – you don’t know what you’re missing! It’s a lot of fun!
 

Fellowship Meals – HELP!
We have our wonderful potluck Fellowship Meals on the third Sunday of each month. We are creating teams to help with the set-up and clean-up. If you can help as a couple or a single person once per quarter (every three months), please let the office or Jane Kennon know. Thanks!

Christian County Special Needs Registry
The Emergency Planning Team is making the following information available to our congregation. If you would like to participate in the Special Needs Registry, forms are available in the church office.

To: Christian County Residents that have Special Needs: 

Disasters in our county bring upon us many different challenges, one of which is the ability of emergency responders to meet the special challenges of residents in our county that may have special needs and disabilities. In a disaster situation, some folks pose unique situations, such as not being able to drive, requiring advanced medical care, etc. In an effort to identify residents with some of these special challenges, Christian County Emergency Management has developed a form to distribute throughout the county. Once collected, we will be able to plot all of these residents, their location on the map and their special needs. If a disaster happens, we will be able to readily identify these individuals and be able to meet these challenges in a more timely manner. All of this information will be confidential! Nothing will be distributed to the public. So, if you have a family member, know a neighbor or you yourself have a special need or challenge, please fill out this form and get it back to us so that we will be able to meet your specific needs in a better and faster manner.

CMU Leadership Institute
On Tuesday, May 11, from 10 a.m. - 2:30 p.m., you are invited to participate in a day of learning and fellowship, featuring Rev. Adam Hamilton, founding Pastor of the United Methodist Church of the Resurrection, presenting: “Why The UMC is Well Positioned for the Next Great Awakening” and Rev. Bob Farr, Director of the Center for Congregational Excellence in the Missouri Annual Conference presenting: “Renovate or Die: How to Become an Outwardly Focused Church!” The Leadership Institute is located on the campus of Central Methodist University in Fayette and is for all church leaders - both clergy and laity. If you would like to attend, please register with the church office. There is no charge for registration or lunch. For more information please contact Michael Pope, at (877) CMU-1854 x56390 or email mpope@centralmethodist.edu.
New Church Canopy
 

The Administrative Council voted to approve recommendations from the Trustees and Finance Committee to construct a new canopy on the north side of the church at the central north entrance (by the restrooms). The new canopy will match in appearance the canopy on the south side, but with smooth columns instead of brick (there is no brick on the north side of the building). It will not be a drive-through canopy, but will cover a new handicap accessible ramp. The canopy budget is $8,500. The Finance Committee recommended taking a special offering to fund the canopy, with any remaining needed funds to be added to the building loan (currently at about $31,000). If you would like to participate in this special offering, mark your check or donation: Canopy.

Classroom Construction Update
After many months of delays due to negotiations with County Planning & Zoning, the renovation of the original sanctuary is in process! New flooring is down, and partitions will go up soon.
New Church Sign
 

A new lighted message-board type sign has been purchased and will be installed at the northeast corner of our property by Fremont Rd. With this sign we will be able to advertise events at our church. Also, a lighted United Methodist-logo cross and flame emblem will be installed adjacent to the sign in memory of Jon Roberts, Lillian’s husband.
Coed Softball
Unfortunately, we didn’t quite have enough folks sign-up for the team this year. But don’t give up hope! This time next year we plan on having the greatest coed team that the Ozarks have ever seen! Well, at least we plan on having a team . . . So keep practicing!
World War II Veterans’ Honor Flight

Bill Howell and Ross Anderson, Johnny Anderson’s father, were participants in the recent Ozarks’ Honor Flight to Washington, DC. They went from Ozark VFW Post 7628 and were among the 150 on the honor flight. They spent the day in Washington DC touring, with a special time at the WWII Memorial. We thank Bill and Ross for their service to our country!

Noah – The Musical
Forty-seven people from Cassidy recently had a wonderful time as they attended the Noah Show in Branson. A special thank you is given to Billy & Lori Thomas for their provision of the Huskey Bus to make our trip even more enjoyable. A professional driver to get us there safely was so appreciated!





Upcoming events:





Ladies’ Spring Tea: Sat., Apr. 24 @ 11 a.m. 


Victoria Grasmick reception: Sun., Apr. 25 @ 2-4 p.m.


Ladies’ Lunch Bunch: Fri., Apr. 30 @ 11 a.m. 


Tuesday Night Dinner: Tues., May 4, @ 5-6:30 p.m.


Finance Comm.: Wed., May 5 @ 6 p.m.


Evangelism Team: Fri., May 7 @ 9:30 a.m.


United Methodist Men: Sat., May 8 @ 7:30 a.m.


Riverview Worship Svc: Sun., May 9 @ 2:30 p.m.


Missions Team: Tues., May 11 @ 9 a.m.


UMW Business Meeting: Tues., May 11 @ 10 a.m.


Trustees: Wed., May 12 @ 6 p.m.


Spiritual Life Team: Tues., May 18 @ 9 a.m.


Admin. Council: Wed., May 19 @ 6 p.m.


Safe Sanctuary: Sun., May 23 @ noon


Fifth Sunday Hymn Sing: Sun. May 30 @ 5 p.m.











Our Attendance:





	Mar. 21	81


	Mar. 28	110


	Apr. 4	191


	Apr. 11	104


	Apr. 18	108


You are missed when


you are not present.








 Our Mission:


Connecting People 


to 


Christ











Thank You





Pastor Gary & family, Just wanted to drop a quick note thanking you & the congregation for all the prayers & support for us during this difficult time. The service you put together was very nice – it was good therapy discussing good times about Dad with you. Also, thank the church ladies for providing lunch after the service. Thanks again, Jeff & Laura Tyson & boys





Ron Orr called to say he sincerely appreciated the prayer shawl and covets our prayers.





Dear Family and friends at Cassidy UMC, Thank you very much for the flowers, cards, Prayer Shawl, and phone calls following my recent surgery. They were greatly appreciated and uplifting. God bless you all. Ron Wasson





Just wanted to send a note to say “thank you” for the Prayer Shawl. Your kindness is greatly appreciated. Please keep me in your prayers as I undergo chemo treatments for lung cancer. Your prayers are appreciated. God’s Blessings, Dave (Teske – Stan’s brother)





To the members of Cassidy Methodist Church – Thank you so much for the prayer shawls that you gave to me and my mom. We appreciate all the prayers of support for me and my family. Amy Morrison & family





Dear Pastor Gary & Cassidy Family, What a supportive and loving church family. Thank you Pastor Gary for the hospital visit, and thank you all for the beautiful plant and all of the cards and prayers. Your caring expressions have been quite a boost during my recovery. Love in Christ, Sabrina Inman





Thank you so much for the handmade prayer shawl & handkerchief. These meant so much to Jeff & me. He is getting much better & hopefully will be in rehab sooner than later. Jane & Jeff Christenson





Thank you so much for the beautiful Prayer Shawl. It will be a wonderful reminder of God’s comfort & love. Elnora Craig & family





The Festival of Sharing has received your hand crafted (Jackie Siemen’s afghans) and quilt (Dee Carr) donations and gratefully acknowledges these gifts: one for the Work of Our Hands booth, the other for the quilt auction. Thank you for putting your love into action.














 MAY BIRTHDAYS


 


	1	Diane Williams	14	Gary Wood


	2	Curtis Inman	18	Bill Peevy


	6	Johnny Fite	19	Marilyn Tinsley


	9	Suzanne Epperly	23	Frances Christie


	10	Renee Lynn	28	Lora Spinabella


	11	Stan Hobbs	28	Virginia Tyson


	12	Joshua Barkus	30	Ben Crowley


	13	Gabriell Fields	


 


MAY ANNIVERSARIES


 


	2	Gary & Barbara Siverts	(1992)


	7	David & Kathryn Barkus	(1988)


	17	Bill & Mary Whittington	(1946)


	27	Bob & Pat Lynn	(1966)


	29	Brian & Victoria Grasmick	(1993)


	29	Bob & Susan Haswell	(2004)


	29	Ken & Judith Nelson	(1971)





May your special day be full of joy and 


happiness for each of you!








Prayer Concerns





	  Concern	Requested by


Jackie Siemens  	Alzheimer’s		 


John Weatherford  Alzheimer’s/cancer	


Bob Block  	stroke	


Aaron Puffer	surgery	Cheryl Puffer


Pam Foster 	mini-strokes	Teresa Roberts


Betty Webb	neck injury	


Stan Teske	cancer


David Teske	cancer	Stan Teske


Mary Wheeler	back injury		Amy Acker


Kristie Boehne 	staph infection	Voletta Anderson


Amanda Flavin 	cancer	Jo Williamson


Sabrina Inman	surgery


Bob Daigle	stroke	Nell Peevy


Cindy James	cancer	Thelma Sweeney


Rev. Ron Orr	cancer	Tim Garrett


Janet Townsend	cancer	Dee Carr


Ron Wasson	surgery recovery	


Richard Korte 	heart	Don Sweeney


Bob Taylor 	back injury	Jane Kennon


Rev. Bill Spindler  surgery	Kevin Lapaglia


Pastor Ermelinda Salatiael Guambe UMC and Lazaro Batala  (our Mozambique partner church)








Weekly Schedule





Church office hours: 8 a.m. to noon, Mon. thru Fri. (582-3632) 


� SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1�Sunday: 	Sunday School/Adult Studies	9:30 A.M.


		  	Worship	10:45 A.M.


		C.R.E.W. (Youth: 5th -12th)	5:30 P.M.


Tuesday: 	UMW/Crafting	10:00 A.M.


Wednesday: 	Choir	7:00 P.M.


Thursday:  	Disciple II	6:30 P.M.


Friday: 	Open Prayer (all welcome)	8:45 A.M.





Cassidy UMC website: � HYPERLINK "http://www.cassidyumc.net" �www.cassidyumc.net�





Cassidy United Methodist Church’s Mission:


Connecting People to Christ
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