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The Good News

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ!

Alleluia!  Christ is risen!  Christ is risen, indeed.  Alleluia! 
What a joyous service we had on Easter Sunday! It was great to see so many folks. And there were many memorable moments during the service: all of the children during children’s time, the choir’s anthem was wonderful, Michael Seidner’s solo was awesome, the joy of baptizing Harper Khat, participating in Holy Communion. It was definitely good to be in the House of the Lord celebrating the resurrection of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ!

I hope you’ll plan on joining us this Sunday as we begin a new four-part sermon series on the book of Jonah. I’ll let you in on a secret, if you promise not to tell. Sometimes preachers share ideas! Isn’t that a unique notion? The idea for this series came to me from Rev. Bob Casady at Schweitzer UMC via Rev. Bruce Baxter at Wesley UMC, both in Springfield. The four parts are: Running from God, Running to God, Running with God, and Running Ahead of God. If you’re familiar with Jonah’s story, you can probably see where each of these is going. But if all you know about Jonah is that he got eaten by a whale, then you’re in for a big surprise!

May is going to be a busy and exciting month of food and celebrations starting with our all-church birthday party on Sunday! There will be a table for each month of the year set-up in Fellowship Hall, and thanks to the Family Life Team, immediately after worship we’ll all go celebrate our birthdays with birthday cake. We’ll also be celebrating in May: Tuesday Night dinner, graduations, UMW Sunday, Renee Lynn’s birthday, and the end of the year for the Girl Scouts (cake again!).

I want to also let you know about some very special plans being made for this coming September, so you can get it on your calendar now. The leadership team at Cassidy has proposed that we set aside a day to meet together as a congregation for spiritual growth and spiritual renewal. We are calling it: “A Day Apart,” and it is scheduled for Saturday, September 17, beginning at 9 a.m. We are blessed to have Rev. Mary Ann Morris facilitate this program. You may remember Rev. Morris as the energetic and spirit-filled young woman who filled in for me one Sunday last August. You will get a chance to hear her again when I will be gone in June. 

I am excited about “A Day Apart!” I know it will be a wonderful time for us to grow as a congregation. Further, the following day (Sunday, September 18), our Spiritual Life and Family Life teams are working together to sponsor an outdoor worship service at Lake Springfield, followed by a picnic-style Fellowship Meal. It’s going to be a great weekend, and you’ll be hearing a lot more about it as we get closer!

Love, Pastor Gary
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National Day of Prayer – May 5

 

The Chamber of Commerce in both Nixa and Ozark are again sponsoring a complimentary prayer breakfast at 6:30 a.m. followed by a program from 7 to 8 a.m.

· The Nixa breakfast will be held at the Chamber’s Summit Room at 105 Sherman Way Ste 109-110
· The Ozark breakfast will be held at the Ozark Community Center and features as guest speaker, author & lecturer, Jennifer Rothschild.
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Happy Birthday Renee Lynn!
Renee is turning 40 this month, and there will be a birthday celebration and open house for her in our Fellowship Hall on Saturday May 14 from 4 to 6 p.m. The congregation is invited to attend (no gifts, please).

Cassidy Breakfast and Work Party

 

The rain prevented completing outdoor activities at our first work day, so we will try again on Saturday, May 14 @ 9 a.m. to clean-up, mulch, spray weeds, blow-off the parking lot, etc. Everyone is invited! Work will again start at about 9 a.m. and will last only 2 or 3 hours. Everyone is also again invited to come early at 8 a.m. to start the morning off right with a wonderful United0 Methodist Men breakfast – don’t miss it! But please let the church office know you’re coming to eat, so the cooks can prepare the right amount. Come have a great time working with your brothers and sisters (many hands makes light work). Bring some top soil or flowers to plant, yard tools for clean-up, blowers to clean off the parking lot, etc.
Tuesday Night Dinner: A Mexican Fiesta!
Our next Tuesday Night Dinner is May 3 from 5 to 6:30 p.m. In honor of Cinco de Mayo, we will be having Beef/Bean or Cheese Enchiladas with refried beans, Spanish rice, salad, chips and desserts. All proceeds will go to the Rainbow Network. A representative of the Rainbow Network will be present to share about the good work that they do, so please come.

If possible, please fill out the reservation form in the bulletin indicating your intention to attend. Never been? The first time is free! Free tickets are available in the narthex – so join us! Also, use the tickets to invite your friends and acquaintances!

Reaching Out: Domestic Violence Center

We are continuing to develop our partnership with the Domestic Violence Center. We’ve had about twenty folks express an interest to help! Pam Fite has agreed to coordinate this effort, and Terry Langley is assisting. They are in the process of laying the groundwork. Information about ministry opportunities and items needed are posted on the bulletin board in Fellowship Hall. If you want to help in any way, pleases contact Pam or Terry.
Angel Food Ministries
There has been some discussion and interest shown in Cassidy UMC becoming a distribution center for Angel Food Ministries. This program works similarly to a food co-op, providing lower cost, high quality foods in bulk, including fresh vegetables, fruit, and meat. There are three different priced packages, as well as several special packages. Contents change each month, but a menu is known in advance. Cost is approximately 30-50% less than retail. The program is open to the public with no conditions on who may participate.

The orders are prepaid, and the food arrives and is distributed from Remington’s in Springfield on the third Saturday of each month. We would be responsible to pick up orders there and bring them to our church for distribution. Distribution takes place within a specified time frame, and no-shows are distributed to charity. 

This program has great potential to reach out to our community, but to participate, we would need commitment from several folks willing to assist with the distribution 2-3 hours on one Saturday each month. We would also need a couple of folks for coordination, administration, and to take orders and a couple of drivers to pick up the food at Remington’s the morning of distribution.  Please contact June Teske, Pastor Gary, or the church office if you want to help or with any questions or comments.
New Sermon Series: Running with Jonah
Next Sunday we will begin a four week sermon series on the book of Jonah. Everyone knows the story of Jonah being swallowed by the “big fish,” but this book has a lot to tell us about our relationship with God. Plan to join us!

Least of These
Don’t forget to bring food for the food pantry! This month's critical needs (from their web site): 
Chicken, Hamburger Helper, Canned Soup and peas, Jello, Corn Muffin Mix, Sugar Free Jelly, Syrup, Jello, Bath Soap, Adult size toothbrushes, Dish detergent, Feminine hygiene products
Also, the clothing room at Least of These is currently out of children's clothing. They need clean, in-season clothing for children, from infants & toddlers through school aged children. Donations are gratefully accepted Monday, Wednesday and Friday, from 8 a.m. until noon, or call 724-2500 to make other arrangements. Least of These is currently providing food and clothing to over 600 families each month.
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UMW Garage Sale
Our UMW will have a garage sale at Dee Carr’s house (3706 Pleasant Valley Dr.) in conjunction with the Fremont Hills garage sale on April 30th beginning at 7:00 a.m. All proceeds benefit our UMW mission projects.

Lay-Speaking Training
Two members of our congregation will attend advanced lay-speaking training on Saturday, April 30: June Teske, and Billy Thomas. 

Mission News
· Cassidy UMC is participating in Club 365 at the Domestic Violence Center. This program is striving to provide sponsors for each day of the year to underwrite operation costs. We are supporting June 4, 5, and 6, the days of our Missouri United Methodist Conference in Springfield this year. Our Mission Team, UMW, and UMM are each supporting one day.

· There will be four “bring-it-forward” offerings at the Missouri Annual Conference (below). Donations may made at any time; offerings will be collected during worship on the last two Sundays in May.
Ozarks - Council of Churches of the Ozarks
The Council of Churches of the Ozarks provides feeding programs for children, clothes for those in need, support systems for children in abusive or neglected situations, help for families in crisis, transportation to the doctor, assistance for seniors so they may remain living at home and caring visits for those in residential care, reading buddies for struggling students, church mentorship for families seeking self-sufficiency and therapy for physically challenged children, youth and adults. Conference offering gifts will be matched dollar-for-dollar up to $50,000 by the Council of Churches Foundation Power of Together Challenge.
Mozambique - "Self-sustainability" projects
The Missouri Mozambique Initiative is working with the UMC in Mozambique to realize their vision of a “church that is self-sustainable”. This offering will help fund the growing number of sustainability project grant/loan applications submitted by congregations in order to become self-supporting. Projects range from raising chickens for meat or eggs, to raising pigs, grinding corn, bread-baking ovens, solar panels to power cell phones and more. This is a joint effort of the United Methodist Church in Mozambique and the Missouri Mozambique Initiative to make a long-term difference.


India - Ludhiana Christian Medical College and Hospital
The Ludhiana Christian Medical College and Hospital provides a vital Christian presence in Northwest India where many learn for the first time about the healing touch of Jesus. The hospital provides quality medical care to the poor who cannot otherwise afford it, and the medical college provides training to poor, young people from Christian homes to become doctors, dentists and nurses. This is a new project of the Creative Ministries Team and the Festival of Sharing.
HydrAid for Haiti
The Hydraid® BioSand water filter is a simple filter that combats the leading causes of death and disease in the developing world by reducing parasites, bacteria and viruses found in contaminated water. At a cost of $100 per filter, the HydrAid Biosand Water filter is able to provide clean water for 10 years. In Haiti, these filters have been combined to serve small tent cities allowing whole communities to benefit from clean water.






MAY BIRTHDAYS


 


	2	Curtis Inman	18	Bill Peevy


	6	Johnny Fite	19	Marilyn Tinsley


	9	Suzanne Epperly	23	Frances Christie


	10	Renee Lynn	28	Lora Spinabella


	11	Stan Hobbs	28	Virginia Tyson


	13	Gabrielle Fields	30	Ben Crowley


	14	Gary Wood	


	 


MAY ANNIVERSARIES


 


	2	Gary & Barbara Siverts	(1992)


	17	Bill & Mary Whittington	(1946)


	27	Bob & Pat Lynn	(1966)


	29	Brian & Victoria Grasmick	(1993)


	29	Bob & Susan Haswell	(2004)





May your special day be full of joy and 


happiness for each of you!














Upcoming events:








Church-wide Birthday Party: Sun., May 1 @ noon


Tuesday Night Dinner: Tues., May 3 @ 5-6:30 p.m.


Trustees: Wed., May 4 @ 6 p.m.


Nat’l Day of Prayer Breakfast: Thurs., May 5 6:30 a.m.


Evangelism Team: Fri., May 6 @ 9:30 a.m.


Riverview Worship Svc: Sun., May 8 @ 2:30 p.m.


Missions Team: Tues., May 10 @ 9 a.m.


UMW Business Meeting: Tues., May 10 @ 10 a.m.


Finance Committee: Wed., May 11@ 6 p.m.


United Methodist Men: Sat., May 14 @ 7:30 a.m.


Cassidy Work Day: Sat., May 14 @ 9 a.m.


Renee Lynn Open House: Sat., May 14 @ 4-6 p.m.


Fellowship Dinner: Sun., May 15 @ noon


Safe Sanctuary Comm.: Sun., May 15 after Dinner


Emergency Planning: Tues., May 17 @ 6:30 p.m.


Admin. Council: Wed., May 18 @ 6 p.m.


Spiritual Life Team: Thurs., May 19 @ 3 p.m.


Ladies’ Lunch Bunch: Fri., May 20 @ 11 a.m.


Piano Recital: Sun., May 22 @ 2 p.m.


Education Team: Wed., May 25 @ 6 p.m.








It’s a Party!  And You’re Invited!





Who:  Everyone (this means you!)


What:  Celebrating our Birthdays


When:  Sunday, May 1, 2011


	  Immediately following church


Where:  Fellowship Hall


Why:  Why not?





Family Life is sponsoring a birthday party to celebrate all of our birthdays! We will have cake immediately following the church service (yes, it’s before lunch, but life is short – eat dessert first!!). We’ll have tables decorated for each month – find the one that is your birthday month! Of course, what’s a birthday party without presents? If you want to bring one, we will donate them to the Women’s Domestic Violence Center. They need things like paper towels, toilet paper, napkins, Kleenex, laundry & dishwasher detergent, etc.





Praise Report





	Praise	Requested by


*Billie Van Tassel	improved health


*Jerry Epperly	improved health


*Billie Van Tassel	improved health


Marian Hawk  improved health  Virginia Tyson (mother-in-law)


*Kathleen Larkins	improved health


Jean Strothmann      improved heart function  


		Barbara McConnell (sister)


* Mary Daigle  	improved health	Nell Peevy (sister)


Richard Korte          improved health      Don Sweeney (cousin)





Cassidy United Methodist Church


Gary Langley, Pastor


5151 N Fremont Road


Nixa, MO  65714


 


E-mail: Cassidyumc@cebridge.net


Telephone: 582-3632


 www.cassidyumc.net








Thank You





Cassidy Family – Thank you all so much for all your cards, calls & prayers these past several months.  We have felt your care and concerns for our families. Thanks, too, for the prayer shawl for Jerry. It is so comforting to know all were back home praying for us. We appreciate Pastor Gary, Don & Thelma Sweeney for their visit to Jerry. Thanks for everything. Love, Suzanne & Jerry Epperly





It was so sweet of you to think of me with the warm wrap (prayer shawl). Thanks again. Warmly, Helen Zulmann





Thank you so much for the prayer shawl. It will be put to good use. When we have friends in God we have the hope of the things to come. Again thank you so much. Tom Schilling











Prayer Concerns





	Concern	Requested by


*Jackie Siemens  	Alzheimer’s		


Bob Daigle	stroke	Nell Peevy


Jack/Linda Carter     	stroke (Jack)	Mike Crain


David Teske	cancer return	Stan Teske (brother)


Jeannie Gault	cancer	Jackie Seidner (sister)


Mary Calgan	cancer	Cheryl Puffer (sister)


Lawrence Chase	cancer	Victoria Grasmick (father)


Woodie Morris	cancer	Terry Langley


Katherine Helmke	cancer	Barbara Siverts


Ron Helmke     multiple-myeloma    Barbara Siverts (bro-in-law)


Donna Hobbs 	breast cancer	Lillian Roberts (niece)


*Suzanne Epperly	lymphoma


Doris Hanke	throat cancer    Voletta Anderson (sister)	


Carlyn Epperly	health problems	Jerry Epperly (father)


Joyce Whisenhunt	heart problem	Betty Webb (sis-in-law)


Ann Diehl	heart problem	Tammy Humphrey


Quinton Bogner (9)  needs heart transplant    Kathy Snelson


*Gerald Oney	bypass surgery


Helen Krudop	surgery	Barbara Siverts


Emily Lowman	brain injury	Mary Ray


*Jane Kennon	ALS


Sarah Novotny	ALS	Barbara Siverts


Sandy Chase	ALS	Victoria Grasmick (aunt)


Joan Peterson	dementia	Harlan Ray/Barb Siverts (sister)


Will Gregory	deployed to Afghanistan	Sam Yarnell


David Dyke and family  deployed to Afghanistan	Don Sweeney


Steven Lammers	deployed to Kuwait	JoAn Jewell


Julie Wiegand	illness/dehydration	Lori Thomas (cousin)


Jace Elliott	4-wheeler accident	Sabrina Inman


Gary Helfer         Evans Syndrome   	Carol Knibb (nephew)


Amy Barnes  hospital treatment program   Don & Thelma


			  Sweeney (daugh)


Tony Finch         Neuropathy	Frances Christie (son-in-law)


Christiana Wylie        detached retina (5 times)	JoAn Jewell





Pastor Ermelinda David Nhamposse and Salatiael Guambe UMC (our Mozambique partner church)





* Members of our congregation








Weekly Schedule





Church office hours: 8 to noon, Mon. thru Fri. (582-3632)





� SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1�Sunday: 	Sunday School/Adult Studies	9:30 A.M.


		  	Worship	10:45 A.M.


Tuesday: 	UMW	10:00 A.M.


Wednesday:	Choir Practice	7:00 P.M.


Thursday: 	Bell Practice	6:30 P.M.


Friday: 	Open Prayer (all welcome)	8:45 A.M.





Cassidy UMC website: � HYPERLINK "http://www.cassidyumc.net" �www.cassidyumc.net�





Cassidy United Methodist Church’s Mission:


Connecting People to Christ











A Letter from the Least of These:





Dear Friends,


I am writing because Least of These is in need of your help. A client who has some physical limitations - he walks with two canes because his health is to poor to have hip replacement - has been blessed and wants to share his blessings with Least of These. One of his joys in life is to garden. A friend of his knew this and has generously tilled 4 acres of land for him, across the street from his home. Another friend gave him plants to put in this acreage. With his health being as it is, he can not bend down to plant. With his wife’s help, he crawled on his stomach to plant this plot of land. He has come to me, asking for help in harvesting and weeding. The bounty should be delivered to Least of These. �Lake Hills church has offered to go out the first week of every month and work the garden. I am looking to find church groups or organizations that would be willing to commit to time this spring and summer. If you could help with this project, please contact me for more information. I can be reached at the office 724-2500 or on my cell 827-7178.


Thank you for your consideration, and if you can not help, please feel free to pass this information along. �I know God will provide, as he always has.


Blessings, Susan Kendrick, Director





If you are interested in assisting, contact the church office. If we have several, we will respond as a church.
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