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The Good News

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ!

The United Methodist Church likes to use the word “connectional” when referring to itself. Like so many labels, connectional is just a word unless we understand the underlying meaning. In our case, Methodists have always been connectional from the earliest days of the Methodist movement, before thoughts of a denomination had entered anyone’s brain. In the 1700s, John Wesley set about in England to reinvigorate the stale religious climate of his time by intentionally connecting people with God and each other by first forming societies (congregations) and then small groups he called classes. As the number of societies grew, lay preachers were recruited to assist. Wesley then began to have regular conferences with the pastors to provide mutual encouragement and accountability for correct theology and personal practices. Today, the United Methodist Church continues to be connectional. We continue to strive to connect folks to God and neighbor. Churches partner with each other in a myriad of ways. As pastor, I receive support, help, and recurring training through our United Methodist system. And we have continued to have annual conferences for pastors and laity.

Our Missouri Annual Conference will take place on June 4 – 7 at the Springfield University Plaza Conference Center. Pastors and laity from throughout Missouri gather to connect with each other: to celebrate ministries, learn from each other, see demonstrations of on-going ministries, and conduct the business of the conference. The conference is open to all. If you’ve never been, you should stop by. There is always a large exhibit area of vendors and on-going ministries.

On a personal note, I will be ordained as an elder during this conference. This is the culmination of a journey that began over eight years ago, when God awoke me in the night and said, “It’s time.” As crazy as it seemed, I turned my back on my career to pursue God’s leading. Today, I wouldn’t have it any other way. Ministry has given me the opportunity to grow and serve in so many ways. I would love for you each to join me for this very special occasion (see related article). If that’s not possible, your prayers are always coveted. My thanks to each of you for all the love and support you have given Terry and me, and for helping me to grow as your pastor!


Love, Pastor Gary
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In Sympathy

Our sympathy is extended to the family of Bootie Chase due to her recent death.



Tuesday Night Dinner – New Schedule

 
There will be no Tuesday Night Dinner this month. The UMW ladies are moving to an every-other-month schedule. Come support the bake sale on June 12! (see below) See you in July!
Women’s Bake Sale

The UMW is sponsoring a bake sale on Saturday, June 12 starting at 8 a.m. at Nixa Hardware, either inside or out depending on the weather. Donations of baked goods would be greatly appreciated. Items can be dropped off at the church on Friday, June 11 from 2-4 p.m. For more information, contact Dee Carr at 724-0356.

Missouri United Methodist Annual Conference

Our Annual Conference begins at 10:30 a.m. Friday, June 4 at the Springfield Expo Center through noon Monday, June 7. All clergy and lay representatives from each church in Missouri attend to conduct the business of our conference. The lay member from Cassidy UMC is Nell Peevy. Everyone is welcome to attend. Special offerings will be taken to aid the Missouri partnership with Mozambique and to help continue recovery in Haiti and Chile (see related article).
Summer Assistance
Our Cassidy Mission Team has recommended that we again partner with Ozark West Elementary School to help supplement food every 2 weeks this summer for a family with 2 boys, age 7 & 11. Following are a list of items needed. If you would like to participate, bring 1 or more of these items every two weeks to the Fellowship Hall or make a donation to “Summer Family.”
3 large cans pasta (like Spaghettios or ravioli)

3 large cans kid-friendly soup (like chicken noodle)

1 large box cereal

1 jar peanut butter

1 jar jelly

1 box fruit snacks (100% vitamin C)

1 pkg fruit cups

1 box granola bars

1 box Easy Mac

1 pkgs snacks (like cheese/crackers, handi-snacks, Reese’s Snacksters, Cheez-Its, Slim Jims, etc.)

2 dessert items (cookies, Rice Krispie Treats, Snack-Pack puddings, etc.)


 
 
Congratulations
· Congratulations to Darby and Vanessa Bunch on the birth of their twins, Andrew and Isabelle, who were born on April 14. Both children are home and doing well!

· Congratulations to our graduating seniors: Matthew Webster and Samantha Reagan! They were recognized in worship on May 16 and each presented with a Bible.
Pictorial Directories

Our new pictorial directories have arrived and are on the table in the narthex. You may pick up yours at your convenience: one per family, please.

Fifth Sunday Hymn Sing & Dessert Auction

 

We will have our 5th Sunday Hymn Sing on Sunday, May 30 @ 4:30 p.m. This month, immediately before the Hymn Sing, we will have a Dessert Auction as a fund-raiser for the youth for their mission project: $1500 to purchase animals through Heifer International for families in Africa. Bring your favorite, tempting dessert (a sign up sheet in Fellowship Hall) and finger-food to share – or just come and buy a dessert and enjoy the fun! After the Dessert Auction and refreshments, we’ll move to the sanctuary around 5:30 for pick-your-favorite-hymn congregational singing, as well as solos and specials. Plan now to join us! If you’ve never been – you don’t know what you’re missing! It’s a lot of fun! 
Relay for Life
The Relay for Life of Christian County will have its annual 24-hour relay event on June 11-12 at the Nixa Junior High Track, starting at 7 p.m.

Missions News

 

· Least of These Donations – In April, we collected 32 bags of rice. In June, we will be collecting peanut butter.
· Annual Conference Offerings:

Special offerings are taken each year at Annual Conference (June 4-6). If you have been putting kits together for the Annual Conference offering (see below) please bring them on one of the next two Sundays. We will also be taking a collection for these Annual Conference offerings on the next two Sundays (5/19 & 26):

-
The Bridge Between Missouri and Mozambique

A special offering will be taken to support the work of Carol Kreamer (Mozambique Initiative Coordinator) and Ezequiel Nhantumbo (Mozambique Initiative Rep. in Mozambique), who form an important bridge between our congregations in Missouri and those in Mozambique. 
- Health Kits and Baby Layettes 
We will also be receiving an offering of Festival of Sharing health kits and baby layettes for both Haiti and Chile. Surplus kits will be used to restock the shelves for our next disaster. If you would like to participate, please provide either completed kits or donations for kits.
Kit Collections

Health Kit: $12 value
In the face of natural disasters, violence, or poverty, these kits can mean the difference between sickness and health for family members.

· 1 hand towel (16" X 28")

· 1 washcloth

· 1 wide-tooth comb

· 1 metal nail clipper (no metal files or emery boards)

· 1 bar of soap (bath size, in wrapper)

· 1 toothbrush (in original packaging)

· 6 Band-Aids

Seal all items in a one-gallon plastic bag with zipper closure. Toothpaste will be added later by Church World Service.

Layette - $39 value
Layettes provide gentle warmth for infants and basic tools for young mothers struggling with poverty or the consequences of natural disaster.

· 6 cloth diapers

· 2 t-shirts or undershirts (no onesies)

· 2 washcloths

· 2 gowns or sleepers

· 2 diaper pins

· 1 sweater or sweatshirt

· 2 receiving blankets (one can be a knitted blanket)
All items should be new. Bundle items inside one of the receiving blankets and secure with diaper pins.
June Fellowship Potluck Meal
The boys and leaders from Lives Under Construction will be in attendance at church on June 20th. We will be providing the fried chicken at our fellowship meal with pot luck side dishes and/or desserts. As thanks for our on-going support, Lives Under Construction will be donating and planting a tree for our church.

Vacation Bible School

Vacation Bible School will be in the evenings this year to better accommodate working families. The dates and times are Monday July 19 through Friday, July 23 from 6-8:30 p.m. As always, plenty of assistance is needed. If you can help in any way, or for any length of time, plan on attending an organizational meeting on June 7 @ 6:30 p.m. and/or contact Victoria Grasmick @725-8996 or Ginny Herfkens @ 581-5816. If you cannot give physical support, please keep VBS and the children in your prayers and invite your friends, relatives, and neighbors. Thank you!

Trustees Update

Ceiling Fan/Light Fixtures – The four ceiling fan/light fixtures from the original sanctuary will be sold to the congregation on a first come/first served basis for a reasonable donation. Contact the church office.
Dead Tree – There is a dead hardwood tree on the west side of the church (across from the southwest corner) that needs to be removed. It is available for the wood, if anyone in the congregation would like to cut the tree down and remove the brush. Contact the church office.  
School of Lay Ministry

Transforming Congregations in the Wesleyan Tradition is the title of the School of Lay Ministry this year to be held July 23-25, at Central Methodist University in Fayette led by Rev. Tom Albin, Dean of the Upper Room. Tom leads retreats and studies throughout the country and beyond and will provide valuable insight to congregations in moving to becoming more missional. Everyone is welcome. Register by mail or online @ www.moumethodist.org/solm.
Picture Frames Needed
We are in need of 8 x 10 picture frames for a Fall Festival craft project.  If you have any that you can donate, please drop them off at the church! Thank you!
Pastor Gary’s Ordination

The big day is coming on Saturday, June 5. The Pastor Parish Committee is so proud to announce that Pastor Gary will be ordained at 7 p.m. in the Juanita K. Hammons Center for the Performing Arts in Springfield. Parking is available in the parking garage just west of the Center. Anyone wishing to carpool can meet in the church parking lot at 5:30 p.m. Let’s show Pastor Gary and Terry how much we appreciate all the hard work and sacrifice they have made.


Immediately following church on Sunday June 13th, we will have a reception for Pastor Gary & Terry. Refreshments will be served and a basket will be available for congratulatory cards. See you then!

Free Garage Sale Preparation
We will provide another “Free Garage Sale” this fall for folks in need with a special emphasis on winter clothing items. Start saving your items now!

Last Choir/Summer Special Music
The choir will sing on Sunday, May 23 before it disbands for the summer. Choir members should plan on arriving at 10 a.m. on the 23rd to prepare the anthem. If you would like to present special music (sing, play an instrument, etc.) during worship in June, July, or August, please contact Jackie Seidner at 581-6873.

Lady’s Lunch Bunch

The Lady’s Lunch Bunch is an informal get together for good food and lots of laughter! We generally meet the 3rd Friday of the month with an occasional date change due to a holiday or other church event. To carpool, please meet at the church ready to leave promptly at 11:00 a.m. Reservations are NOT required, but it does help if we can let the restaurant know when a large group is coming. Contact Terry, terrylangley1@msn.com, 725-9196 or JoAn at the church, 582-3632. Currently, the schedule (which is subject to change – watch the bulletin!) is:

May 21 – Farmers Gastro Pub, 431 S Jefferson, Springfield

June 18 – Maggie Mae’s Tea Room – 204 W 4th, Miller

July 16 – Sunshine Valley Farm, Rogersville 

Aug 20 – The Gardens, 4580 Gretna Road, Branson

Sept 17 – Mary Jane’s Tea Room – Reeds Springs

Oct. 15 – Garden Tea Room – Rogersville

Nov. 19 – Metropolitan Grill, 2931 E Battlefield, Springfield





Upcoming events:





Ladies’ Lunch Bunch: Fri., May 21 @ 11 a.m. 


Safe Sanctuary Comm.: Sun., May 23 @ noon


Finance Comm.: Wed., Jun 2 @ 6 p.m.


Missouri Annual Conf.: Fri-Mon., Jun 4-7


VBS Organizational Mtg: Mon. Jun 7 @ 6:30 p.m.


Missions Team: Tues., Jun 8 @ 9 a.m.


UMW Business Meeting: Tues., Jun 8 @ 10 a.m.


Trustees: Wed., Jun 9 @ 6 p.m.


Evangelism Team: Fri., Jun 11 @ 9:30 a.m.


United Methodist Men: Sat., Jun 12 @ 7:30 a.m.


UMW Bake Sale: Sat., Jun 12 @ 8 a.m.


Riverview Worship Svc: Sun., Jun 13 @ 2:30 p.m.


Spiritual Life Team: Tues., Jun 15 @ 9 a.m.


Education Team: Tues., June 15 @ 6:00 p.m.


Emergency Planning: Tues., Jun 22 @ 6:30 p.m.


Admin. Council: Wed., Jun 23 @ 6 p.m.


Ladies’ Lunch Bunch: Fri., Jun. 18 @ 11 a.m. 


Fellowship Meal: Sun., Jun 23 @ noon











Our Attendance:





	Apr. 25	103


	May 2	89


	May 9	137


	May 16	109





You are missed when


you are not present.








 Our Mission:





Connecting People 


to 


Christ











Thank You





I would like to extend my heart felt appreciation to the anonymous donor who generously gave money for the flowers that were sent for our church services honoring the memory of my late husband, Jon Roberts. Thank you again, Lillian Roberts.











JUNE BIRTHDAYS


 


	1	June Teske	15	Bob Haswell


	3	Wilma Brooks	15	Haylee Spinabella


	3	Cory Spinabella	15	Ginny Wasson


	4	Terri Spinabella	19	Kirby Holbrook


	5	Megan Fields	20	Karen McCormack


	7	Adam Webster	20	Della Waymack


	9	Amy Acker	25	Sam Reagan


	9	Jonathan Rigdon	26	Wayne Tinsley


	10	Pat Lynn	27	Kayla Pieczynski 


	10	Thelma Sweeney	28	June Hobbs





JUNE ANNIVERSARIES


 


	2	Ben & Elaine Crowley	(1966)


	4	Joe & Katy Stark	(2005)


	5	Dr. Dick & Barbara Linn	(1976)


	12	Beau & Sharon Culbertson	(1971)


	26	Mike & Bethany Fite Olwig	(2004)


	26	Gary & Karen Scheel	(1983)


	28	Eric & Megan Sobaski	(2008)





May your special day be full of joy and 


happiness for each of you!








Prayer Concerns





	Concern	Requested by


*Jackie Siemens  	Alzheimer’s		 


*John Weatherford  	Alzheimer’s/cancer    Sabrina Inman


*Bob Block  	stroke	


Bob Daigle	stroke	Nell Peevy


*Stan Teske	cancer


David Teske	cancer	Stan Teske


Cindy James	cancer	Thelma Sweeney


Rev. Ron Orr	cancer	Tim Garrett


Janet Townsend	cancer	Dee Carr


Donna Hensley	cancer	Della Waymack


Linda Garner	cancer	Lillian Roberts


Mary Colgan	cancer	Cheryl Puffer (sister)


Julie Plotner	cancer	Cheryl Puffer (sister)


Jeannie Gault	tumor             Jackie Seidner (sister)


*Ron Wasson	surgery	


Rev. Bill Spindler	surgery	Kevin Lapaglia


*Betty Webb	neck injury	


Mary Wheeler       back injury   Amy Acker (grandmother)


Bob Taylor            back injury         Jane Kennon (brother)


Pam Foster 	mini-strokes	Teresa Roberts


Kristie Boehne    staph infection	Voletta Anderson


Bonnie Splitter	neuro. issues	Barb Siverts (sister)


Sarah Novotny	neuro. issues 	Barb Siverts (friend)


Amanda Flavin  family     death	Jo Williamson


Jack/Linda Carter 	Jack’s vegetative state    Mike Crain


Pastor Ermelinda Lazaro Batala and Salatiael Guambe UMC (our Mozambique partner church)





* Members of our congregation








Weekly Schedule





Church office hours: 8 a.m. to noon, Mon. thru Fri. (582-3632) 


� SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1�Sunday: 	Sunday School/Adult Studies	9:30 A.M.


		  	Worship	10:45 A.M.


		C.R.E.W. (Youth: 5th -12th)	5:30 P.M.


Tuesday: 	UMW/Crafting	10:00 A.M.


Thursday:  	Disciple II	6:30 P.M.


Friday: 	Open Prayer (all welcome)	8:45 A.M.





Cassidy UMC website: � HYPERLINK "http://www.cassidyumc.net" �www.cassidyumc.net�





Cassidy United Methodist Church’s Mission:


Connecting People to Christ
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