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The Good News

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ!

Our theme for the Missouri Annual Conference this year was Growing Deeper: Deepening the Spiritual Life for Leadership in the Church. Because the call to ministry represents a spiritual milestone of extraordinary significance for pastors and provides one of the most unifying and motivating experiences of our life together in Christ, we took a few minutes during the Clergy Session to sit quietly and reflect upon our callings. The bishop led the clergy in silent contemplation using several questions. At the end, we shared our experiences with one or two other clergy.
This exercise made me think about each of our Christian walks. Although most are not called into full time ministry, still we each have had experiences with the living Christ that have caused us to enter into the life of the church. If it has been a while (or longer) since we have had a close spiritual encounter with our Lord, our spiritual lives can begin to get stale. Below, I have reworded the questions to apply to all of us. Quickly reading through them, however, provides little value. 
The Bishop states that these questions are best used when there is time to think and pray and remember, in conversation with other Christian friends, and that writing out responses in a journal can be helpful. They are meant to stimulate memories of people, places, feelings, and commitments. They are meant to renew us. They help us to remember Christ, and our calling, commitment, and vision. They remind us of the passion and power of our desire to follow Christ, a calling which day-to-day stresses, resistances, and routines can grind down over time. My prayer is that you will use these questions to strengthen and deepen your walk with our Lord. Contact me, if you have questions or would like to discuss any of these.
- Describe the time when you first understood the reality of Jesus Christ: not just as a story in the Bible but someone you know personally, as a friend. How old were you? Was there a special worship experience, service project, prayer, Scripture lesson or hymn that was important?

- Who helped you gain that relationship: a pastor, a layperson, a writer, a youth worker? What place comes to mind as you reflect on this? How did you experience God? What were your expectations from the relationship? What did you believe Jesus wanted from you? How do you feel now about that earlier time? Are your feelings and expectations different today? In what ways have they changed?

- What is your greatest source of spiritual renewal? Do you feel like you are continuing to grow spiritually? In what ways do you receive the Spirit’s guidance? How much time do you spend weekly nourishing your spiritual life? Who do you to look to for spiritual guidance and support? What prayers, Scriptures, authors give you the most strength and guidance? 
- What do you find most fulfilling about your church involvement? What is least fulfilling? Do you feel like you are fully accomplishing God’s purposes for you?  Are you being called into additional or other areas of ministry?

- What additional skills do you think you need to grow spiritually and/or to accomplish God’s purposes? What would you like to be able to do well or understand better? What do you have planned during the months ahead that will help you achieve those goals? 
Love, Pastor Gary
P.S. We were excited to hear the official word at Annual Conference that Terry and I would be returning to Cassidy for
another year! We appreciate so much your love and support.
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Church Picnic
For our Fellowship Meal in July, the Spiritual Life Committee is sponsoring an all-church picnic at the Northwoods pavilion at Lake Springfield (north of Cassidy on Fremont Rd to Kissick Ave). The picnic will begin @ 4:30 p.m. on Sunday July 18. Hamburgers and hot dogs will be provided; bring a side dish, chips, dessert to share! There will be music and games and loads of fun. Invite your friends and come enjoy a good old-fashioned picnic!

Vacation Bible School

Vacation Bible School will be in the evenings this year to better accommodate working families. Classes will be held for kids and youth age 3 through 6th grade. Older youth are welcome to come help! The dates and times are Monday July 19 through Friday, July 23 from 6-8:30 p.m. As always, plenty of assistance is needed. If you can help in any way, or for one day or more, contact Victoria Grasmick @725-8996 or Ginny Herfkens @ 581-5816. If you cannot give physical support, please keep VBS and the children in your prayers and invite your friends, relatives, and neighbors. Thank you!


 
In Sympathy
Our sympathy is extended to the Dixie Vaughn due to the recent loss of her brother.


Welcome!
Dennis and Jo Williamson decided to make it a family affair as their son Jerred was being confirmed, and they joined our church at the same time. Although they have been in the area for some time, they are transferring their membership from a Lutheran church in Peoria, Illinois. Dennis and Jerred play in a soft rock band (drummer and keyboards, respectively) and Jo often gets to be a roadie! Welcome to our church family! 

Confirmation
Confirmation provides the opportunity for young men and women who were baptized as infants to make a conscious decision to confirm their faith and to join the church. This year, five youth participated in a six-week confirmation study:  John Grasmick, Lauren Inman, Keagan Myers, Kelsi Thomas, and Jerred Williamson. All except John (who was out of town) were then received into the church on Sunday, May 23. John will be received this Sunday, June 27. 
Sermon Series
· Heroes of the Old Testament – Our current series is on some of the lesser known heroes in the Old Testament, such as Gideon, Samson, and Ruth. Come worship with us as we take inspiration from the lives of these men and women. Coming in July: Galatians – a Study in Faith and Love.
· Congregation’s Choice – Do you have a question or issue you would like to be addressed by a sermon?  Or perhaps someone you know has asked you a question about a matter of faith about which you would like more information. Simple forms are available in the worship bulletin to place in the offering plate or on the office desk. You may also e-mail your question or issue to the church office.  Pastor Gary will address the four most frequently-asked questions in September/early October.
Lady’s Lunch Bunch

The Lady’s Lunch Bunch is an informal get together for good food and lots of laughter! We generally meet the 3rd Friday of the month with an occasional date change due to a holiday or other church event. To carpool, please meet at the church ready to leave promptly at 11:00 a.m. Reservations are NOT required, but it does help if we can let the restaurant know when a large group is coming. Contact Terry, terrylangley1@msn.com, 725-9196 or JoAn at the church, 582-3632. Currently, the schedule (which is subject to change – watch the bulletin!) is:

July 16 – Sunshine Valley Farm, Rogersville 

Aug 20 – The Gardens, 4580 Gretna Road, Branson

Sept 17 – Mary Jane’s Tea Room – Reeds Springs

Oct. 15 – Garden Tea Room – Rogersville

Nov. 19 – Metropolitan Grill, 2931 E Battlefield, Spfld

Trustees Update

New North Canopy – The Finance Committee recommended postponing the canopy construction until the extent of problems with the church’s roof shingles could be determined, which had the potential for a large liability.  It was determined that the existing roof should be good for at least another 10 years. Also, the original canopy design must be modified due to easement requirements with the existing transformer.  Barring any other unforeseen issues, construction is targeted for August.

Classroom Construction Update – Construction is progressing well: all walls and utilities are complete.  Finishes (carpet, paint, ceiling) should be installed within the next few weeks.

New Tree – In appreciation of our support, Lives Under Construction Boys’ Ranch donated and planted a tree for Cassidy UMC. It is located just south of the original sanctuary.

Church Building Keys – The Trustees are creating a list of all church members who retain a building key. If you currently have a building key, please let the church office know: 582-3632 or CassidyUMC@cebridge.net. Thank you!
Disciple Bible Study
· Sign-up now for Disciple Bible I, a-34 week study covering about 80% of the Old and New Testaments, beginning in September and lasting until May. No matter what your previous experience with Bible study, you are guaranteed to grow in your understanding of both God’s continued interaction with his people and your relationship to God as a disciple. 
· For those who have taken Disciple I, Disciple 3 will also be offered this fall.

· Sign-up sheets for both classes are on the bulletin board in Fellowship Hall.

School of Lay Ministry

This year’s study, Transforming Congregations in the Wesleyan Tradition, will provide valuable insight to congregations in moving to becoming more missional and will be held July 23-25, at Central Methodist University in Fayette led by Rev. Tom Albin, Dean of the Upper Room.  For more information see Nell Peevy.

Caring for our Community
A meeting will be held on Friday, June 25, from 9 to 11a.m. to raise awareness about the needs of the most vulnerable members of our community: homeless families and youth. Come learn more about the needs of the homeless families and youth in our community and how you can help. Local experts will discuss needs and ways our community can reach out to families and youth to meet their needs. The meeting will be held at the Nixa Area Chamber of Commerce, 105 W. Sherman Way Ste 109-110 Summit Room, Nixa. Please RSVP to Holly Beadle: Phone – 417-861-0435; e-mail: hollybeadle1@gmail.com
Missions News

 

· Least of These Donations – In April, we collected 41 boxes of cereal. In July, we will be collecting macaroni & cheese & canned pasta.
· Phone Cards for the Military – The Mission Team has recommended that we support the men and women of our Armed Forces, who are serving in harm’s way, by providing “Phone Cards for the Military.” Each card provides 120 minutes of calling time for just $5, enabling them to stay in touch with loved ones back home without imposing financial hardship on themselves or their families. The United Methodist Endorsing Agency of the General Board of Higher Education and Ministry collects the money, buys the cards, and sends the cards directly to United Methodist chaplains serving in areas of conflict. All the money donated goes to purchasing the cards. To participate, make your check out to Cassidy UMC or place your donation in an envelope. Mark check or envelope: “Phone Cards.” Thank you for your generous support of this worthy cause.

· Care to Learn - Our Cassidy Mission Team has recommended that we again partner with Ozark West Elementary School to help supplement food for a family every 2 weeks this summer. Following are a list of items needed. If you would like to participate, bring 1 or more of these items every two weeks to the Fellowship Hall or make a donation to “Summer Family.”
3 large cans pasta (like Spaghettios or ravioli)

3 large cans kid-friendly soup (like chicken noodle)

1 jar peanut butter

1 jar jelly

1 box fruit snacks (100% vitamin C)

1 pkg fruit cups

1 box granola bars

1 box Easy Mac

1 pkgs snacks (like cheese/crackers, handi-snacks, Reese’s Snacksters, Cheez-Its, Slim Jims, etc.)

2 dessert items (cookies, Rice Krispie Treats, Snack-Pack puddings, etc.)
Our partnership with Care to Learn and especially our neighbor, Ozark West Elementary, makes a difference. We recently received a letter from, which stated in part: 

“An elementary student in Ozark recently admitted to his teacher that he was hungry and hadn’t eaten dinner the night before. He hadn’t eaten because there wasn’t any food in his house. The Care To Learn site coordinator promptly called home for permission to send food several times a week instead of only over weekends. Out of a job and desperate for help, the boy’s father broke down in tears and thanked her profusely for helping them through this rough time.

Unfortunately, such scenarios are becoming more and more common in our classrooms. . . . Currently 36% of Ozark’s students qualify for free or reduced price lunches. Health and hunger issues directly affect test scores, graduation rates, and the day-to-day success of our students. 

Thank you for believing in the promise of Ozark’s students and the mission of the Care To Learn program.”

· Festival of Sharing – This year the Missions Team has decided to provide Readin’ & Writin’ and Women’s Prison packs that will be distributed throughout the state. Although not taking place until October, soon it will be time to take advantage of the most economical opportunity to provide Readin’ & Writin’ Pack items, when the “Back to School” sales begin in July/August.
Readin’ & Writin’ Pack - Pack Value $12.00

6 new pencils with erasers, 2” eraser, 12” ruler

2 ink pens (medium point), 1 box of 24 crayons

1 pencil holder, 6 folders with pockets

1 pair of child-sized metal scissors
2 spiral or tape bound notebooks (total 140 pages)

Place smaller items inside the pencil holder. Place all items in a 2 gallon zip lock bag.

Women’s Prison Pack - Pack Value $ 9.00

1 Emery Board (not a metal nail file)

1 Pencil (unsharpened, no advertising)

30 sheets of writing paper, 6”x9”, (no note cards)

5 Envelopes (white standard size, not business size)

1 Shampoo (12-16 oz. size, alcohol-free only) 
*Acceptable brands: Suave, Equate

Herbal, Personal Care Herbal, Alberto VO5, Style

1 Tube toothpaste (6 - 6.4 oz. size, alcohol-free only)
*Acceptable brands: All types of Ultrabrite, Colgate, Crest, Aquafresh & Gleem

1 Deodorant (2-3 oz. size, alcohol-free only, no roll-ons, no men’s brands)

*Acceptable brands: Revlon Hi & Dri, Lady Mitchum Clean Gel, Crystal Clean Deodorant, Almay Clear Gel, Simple Basic Clear Deodorant

Place only these items in a plastic bag.






Upcoming events:





Our Tuesday Night Dinners return on Tuesday, July 6 @ 5 p.m.! The menu includes ham sandwiches and a selection of wonderful salads: salad bar, Italian pasta, beef & bean, taco, potato, vegetable, blueberry, jello, plus chips & desserts. Jerred Williamson will provide dinner music beginning @ 5:30. All proceeds go to Christian County Salvation Army.





Nixa Homeless Meeting: Fri., Jun 25 @ 9 a.m.


Evangelism Team: Fri., Jul 2 @ 9:30 a.m.


Tuesday Night Dinner: Tues., Jul 6 @ 5-6:30 p.m.


Finance Comm.: Wed., Jul 7 @ 6 p.m.


United Methodist Men: Sat., Jul 10 @ 7:30 a.m.


Riverview Worship Svc: Sun., Jul 11 @ 2:30 p.m.


Missions Team: Tues., Jul 13 @ 9 a.m.


UMW Business Meeting: Tues., Jul 13 @ 10 a.m.


Trustees: Wed., Jul 14 @ 6 p.m.


Ladies’ Lunch Bunch: Fri., Jul. 16 @ 11 a.m. 


Church Picnic: Sun., Jul 18 @ 4:30 p.m. (Lake Spfld)


Spiritual Life Team: Tues., Jul 20 @ 9 a.m.


Vacation Bible School: M-F, Jul 19-23 @ 6-8:30 p.m. 


Admin. Council: Wed., Jul 28 @ 6 p.m.














Praise Report





	 Praise	Requested by


*Stan Teske	tumor reduction


David Teske   	cancer remission	Stan Teske (bro.)


Rev. Bill Spindler  	successful surgery 	Kevin Lapaglia





Thank You





Thank you for the calls, cards and prayers for Wayne during his tests/hospital stay. Marilyn Tinsley





Della & Cassidy, Thank you for the prayer shawl. I use it every day.  It even made the trip to Rochester. I’m doing well. Very sore still, but it could be much worse. Your friend, Donna Hensley





Dear Mrs. Roberts and the Cassidy United Methodist Church, Thank you so much for the beautiful prayer shawl and handkerchief. They are so lovely. I am so grateful and thankful for all of your thoughts and prayers; they mean so much to me. I am trying my best to stay focused and positive, and with my family and friends’ love and support, I feel I can get through this challenging time. Thank you so much. Linda Garner





I would like to thank you for the prayer shawl. I appreciate you thinking of me, someone you don’t know, in my time of need. The prayer shawl is beautiful, and I am very thankful to know that I am in your thoughts and prayers, as we are going through this difficult time. Again thank you. Jennifer Bond





Thank you so much for the beautiful Prayer Shawl. It will be a wonderful reminder of God’s comfort & love. Elnora Craig & family





Thank you for the Bible and pictures! I am going to school to be an Industrial Arts teacher. Matthew Webster





A special gift to honor Don & Thelma Sweeney has been given to Lives Under Construction Boys Ranch by the Cassidy United Methodist Church UMW (in thanks for their preparing and serving the meal at the Ladies’ Tea).  This special gift is given to help change boys’ lives at LUC Ranch by demonstrating Christ’s love and helping them mature into responsible young citizens. Ken Ortman





Thank you very much for donating the prayer shawls and goodies to our shelter. The ladies really enjoyed them all! Thank you for thinking of us! Freedom’s Rest Women’s Shelter staff and families





To our church family: The outpouring of love and support in regard to my recent ordination has been wonderful! It was so meaningful to have my church family in attendance as I was ordained, and Terry and I both appreciated very much the celebration after church and all the cards and gifts we received. We wanted to do something special with the monetary contributions, and with the recent heat wave, we decided to donate fans to elderly persons without air conditioning. Thanks to everyone’s generosity, we were able to donate 20 fans! Thank you so much! Love, Pastor Gary & Terry





Dear friends with Cassidy UMC, On behalf of the Ronald McDonald House and the families we serve each day, I would like to thank you for the wonderful cake you donated on June 13th The families absolutely loved it! Thank you for all you continue to do and being such a blessing!  Donetta Glip, House Manager











JULY BIRTHDAYS


 


	2	Mallory Fields	17	Aidan Boydston


	4	Karen Reagan	19	Brad Boydston


	9	Dee Carr	23	Eric Sobaski


	11	Bill Howell	25	Lori Thomas


	13	Dylan Bunch	29	Bettie King


	16	Kevin Lapaglia	30	Beverly Van Dorne


	16	Derek Spinabella	30	Stacy Thompson





JUNE ANNIVERSARIES


 


	1	Bill & Nell Peevy 	(1966)


	3	Michael & Ginny Herfkens	(2004)


	14	Michael & Renee Paulsell 	(1984)


	20	Albert & Peggy McDaniel	(1968)


	22	Jack & Jane Kennon	(1989)


	29	Jeff & Diane Williams	(1984)





May your special day be full of joy and 


happiness for each of you!





Prayer Concerns





	Concern	Requested by


*Jackie Siemens  	Alzheimer’s		 


*John Weatherford  	Alzheimer’s/cancer    Sabrina Inman


*Bob Block  	stroke	


Bob Daigle	stroke	Nell Peevy


*Stan Teske	cancer


Cindy James	cancer	Thelma Sweeney


Rev. Ron Orr	cancer	Tim Garrett


Janet Townsend	cancer	Dee Carr


Linda Garner 	cancer	Lillian Roberts


Donna Hensley	cancer	Della Waymack


Jeannie Gault	cancer	Jackie Seidner (sister)


Mary Calgan	cancer	Cheryl Puffer (sister)


Julie Plotner	cancer	Cheryl Puffer (sister)


Mary Wasinger	cancer	Carol Knibb


Lawrence Chase	cancer	Victoria Grasmick (father)


Clifford Chase	cancer	Victoria Grasmick (uncle)


Sandy Chase	cancer	Victoria Grasmick (aunt)


Jerry Payne	cancer/COPD	Betty Ann Rogers


Dave Casipit	lung tumors	Barbara Siverts


Reba Pfander	heart surgery	Tim Garrett


*Ron Wasson	surgery recovery 


Julie Wiegand  	surgery recovery/staph   


			Lori Thomas (cousin)


*Betty Webb	neck injury	


Mary Wheeler back injury         Amy Acker (grandmother)


Pam Foster 	mini-strokes	Teresa Roberts


Jack/Linda Carter     stroke (Jack)      Mike Crain


*Kathleen Larkins	heart issue


Kristie Boehne staph infection Voletta Anderson (daugh)


Jerry Combs	horse accident	Eldena Bilyeu


Family of Vincent Villacci     deceased      Karen Reagan


Pastor Ermelinda Lazaro Batala and Salatiael Guambe UMC (our Mozambique partner church)


* Members of our congregation





Weekly Schedule





Church office hours: 8 to noon, Mon. thru Fri. (582-3632)





� SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1�Sunday: 	Sunday School/Adult Studies	9:30 A.M.


		  	Worship	10:45 A.M.


		C.R.E.W. (Youth: 5th -12th)	5:30 P.M.


Tuesday: 	UMW/Crafting	10:00 A.M.


Friday: 	Open Prayer (all welcome)	8:45 A.M.





Cassidy UMC website: � HYPERLINK "http://www.cassidyumc.net" �www.cassidyumc.net�





Cassidy United Methodist Church’s Mission:


Connecting People to Christ
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