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The Good News

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ!

Wow! That’s all I can say. If you were at the Domestic Violence work day and/or the “Day Apart,” you know what I mean! What wonderful events – both of them! My thanks to all who worked so hard to ensure these went smoothly.

Pam Fite did an outstanding job (and many, many hours) of preparing and organizing the work day. And it was great to see so many of our congregation working together to accomplish so much. Several folks worked before, during, and after the work day to “finish up,” including Stan Hobbs and Ginny Herfkens. Of course, every one of the 40+ volunteers who participated deserves recognition. We built walls, repaired holes, painted, built & installed shelves, washed windows, cleaned and organized stored items to free up another room, landscaped, and fed a small army (the volunteers and residents). The folks at Freedom’s Rest were so appreciative of our work.

The Day Apart provided us a time to remember who and whose we are. My thanks to Amy Fite, Sabrina Inman, Billy Thomas, and Mary Ann Morris for all the effort put into developing this outstanding program. We began and ended with worship, and in between, we had the experience of small group ministry as we considered the three components of the greatest commandments (“love the Lord your God with all of your heart, soul, mind, and strength and love your neighbor as yourself”): loving God, loving others, loving ourselves. As it turns out, we can only love God to the extent that we love others, and we can only love others to the extent that we love ourselves and visa versa. We considered what we like best about ourselves and how good of a job we do in taking care of ourselves. It’s all about balance. If we aren’t taking good care of ourselves, then we can’t do as good of a job in taking care of others. But taking care of ourselves includes sharing quality time with God.

After spending several hours with the folks at our table, we found that we got to know them better. The better you know someone, the more you love and care for them. And so we used this event as a springboard to initiate small group ministry at our church. By engaging in Christian study, we grow in our love for God as we experience him in our discussions and through the experiences of others. As trust grows, we better know and grow in love for each other as we share our lives with each other: our joys and burdens. We help each other focus on what is important in life.

Just like Jesus’ disciples, for spiritual growth, being involved in a small group is every bit as important as attending church regularly. I hope you will do both; you’ll be glad you did!

Love, Pastor Gary
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New Adult Bible Study

On Sunday, September 25, a new adult Bible study will begin on the Book of Romans, meeting each Sunday at 9:30 a.m.  Plan to come and grow in your faith through the study of one of the most important of Paul’s letters.
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Least of These
Don’t forget to bring food for the food pantry! Critical needs (from their web site): 
Chicken (fresh, frozen, canned), Chicken noodle and Vegetable Beef Soup, Pork 'n Beans, Ramen noodles, Canned fruit, Jello – regular and sugar free, Sugar Free jelly, Flour and Sugar, Diapers: sizes 1 and 4, Cake Mixes.
In addition, Least of These is reporting an urgent need for additional funds at this time to supplement the decline in food donations.
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UMW Pies
The UMW is making apple pies again this year to raise money for charity. Pies are being sold for $9.00 each on a first-come/first- serve basis. You can order yours by calling the church office or by signing the clipboard located in the church lobby.
Please Help! Help is needed in making the pies on Tuesday, September 27, at 10:00 a.m. Please call the church office, Nell Peevy at 725-0824 or Dee Carr at 724-0356, if you are willing to help the ladies.
Small Group Ministry
This fall we are beginning a small group ministry at Cassidy. All members of the congregation are invited and encouraged to participate! To grow spiritually as a Christian disciple requires more than simply attending church on Sunday. Participating in a small group allows deeper interaction with other members of our congregation, as together you engage in Christian study and get to know and care for each other as you share each others’ joys and concerns.
If you would like to become involved in a small group, please fill out one of the cards available in the church lobby or let the office know your availability: Sunday, Monday, Tuesday, or Thursday; morning, afternoon, or evening. The groups will meet for only one hour every other week.
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Pumpkin Patch

We had such fun at the pumpkin patch last year that we decided to go back this year!  All members of the church are invited to join us on Sunday, October 23 at 5 p.m. at the Prairie Hollow Pumpkin Patch, 960 Prairie Hollow Road, Ozark (www.prairiehollowpumpkinpatch.com). Cost is $6 for adults. Children & youth will be the guests of the Family Life Team. In addition to the activities at the patch, we'll roast hot dogs and marshmallows, and enjoy sitting and visiting around our own campfire! This is for all ages and we really hope you will join us - the more the merrier!
Ladies Lunch Bunch

 

The Ladies' Lunch Bunch has set destinations for the next several months.  All ladies of the church are invited!  Meet on the third Friday of each month at the church by 11 a.m. (we leave promptly at 11). 

October:  TBA
November:  Sandstone - Joplin (to see the beautiful Christmas decorations)
December:  UMW Christmas lunch (date/location to be determined)

A Letter from our Mozambique Partner Church
To our church partner, friends in ministry of the Cassidy UMC, in Missouri,
We salute you our fellow Christians in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and protector!
Through this letter, we would first of all love to thank you deeply from the bottom of our hearts, for your daily prayers to all people in need throughout the word. Thanks for your support ever since we decided to partner together in this great ministry. Your thoughts on how to address our needs and to overcome absolute poverty through embracing the vision of our church have helped into ways we can better approach our projects to make them doable and sustainable. We have since been thinking positively on how best we can have a profitable [sustainability] project suitable to our area. We are located very far from the village of Inharrime, and the market is the issue at present. We will communicate as soon as we have it elaborated.
We would very much love to hear of your experienced work in many areas of church growth.
The plan to build a permanent structure for our worship services is still a need among many priorities we have in our financial limitations. Our members have made contributions and purchased 10 zinc sheets. We are hoping to add to this as contributions continue to flow. There are few concrete blocks already manufactured as well. There is still a lot to be done on this yet. Another plan on hand is to rehabilitate the parsonage. Your prayers and ours will produce an echo so that God can respond to our need.
Our work to bring people to God continues. Our different church groups go out into our communities and spread the good news. God has empowered us with this instrument that helps us make true disciples. We also encourage them to follow Jesus while delivering workshops on the life of Christ and on other issues of our society. Our church has a lot of children and elderly people and we share the joy of witnessing their participation despite long distances between our local churches. 
Our DS has visited our church and delivered workshops on Christian education and this has helped us to strengthen our faith. The love of God is truly admirable!!!
We will continue praying for you and for our covenant relationship.
In Christian fellowship, Pastor Ermelinda David Nhamposse and the Salatiel Guambe congregation
From our Mozambique Initiative Coordinator, Carol Kreamer: 

The United Methodist Church in Mozambique continues to reach for its vision of self-sufficiency, raising awareness of good stewardship, and competent leadership committed to Christ! In the recent North Annual Conference Bishop Nhanala asked United Methodists to become true messengers and reach out to more people in communities, recognizing the need to live through the “known God”, and the powerful. “God sends needy people to help needy people, where resources are scarce, but where people are full of the Spirit. God has power over all, and works miracles where needed, hence stand up and do His work! He will respond to our prayers and concerns.” Bishop Nhanala challenged all to individually pray, to call upon the Holy Spirit to guide our lives for the year to come, and for the renewal of commitments to serve. 
As you can see by this letter, your partners at Salatiel Guambe UMC have great needs!  They are working to develop a sustainability project and when we receive an approved proposal we will share it with you.
If you missed the 2011 Missouri Annual Conference MI offering for sustainability projects, you can still contribute. Just send your donation, marked “Mozambique sustainability projects” or with your partner designated, to the conference treasurer’s office.  You can also donate online at www.moumethodist.org/mi (be sure to enter designation at end of page). Contact me with any questions you might have about this.
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2011 Missouri Annual Conference

The theme of Annual Conference this year, held June 3-6, was "Extravagant Generosity - Practicing the Grace of Giving."  Some of the highlights were:

· In his Episcopal address, Bishop Schnase stated one thing was clear: a sustained focus on congregational fruitfulness and excellence changes churches. He stated churches change by:
· Persistent, relentless focus on starting new congregations
· Strengthening growing congregations
· Transforming existing congregations
· Rev. Bob Farr, Director of the Office of Congregational Excellence which is built around identifying areas where improvements will strengthen ministry, explained his office is responsible for:
· Healthy Church Initiative

· Small Church Initiative
· Lay Leadership Development
· Youth Leadership Development
· New church starts
· Hispanic ministries
· Rev. Karen Hayden, Director of Center for Pastoral Excellence, spoke about importance of peer learning among pastors and stated: “Pastors who participate in peer groups are growing congregations.”

· We saw and heard examples of real extravagant generosity.

· Rev. Scott Chrostek told of receiving a chicken when he was a young pastor from a poor, 99 year-old woman who taught him we have things to offer even when we think we have nothing to give. You give out of who you are and what you have.
· The ultimate act of extravagant generosity is giving of one’s self. It is a matter of the heart.
· The disaster in Joplin has given the opportunity for our Conference to practice extravagant generosity and people have responded and are still doing so. Rev. Aaron Brown of Saint Paul's UMC in Joplin shared events demonstrating extravagant generosity in the days following the disastrous tornado.

· Rev. Brown brought a check for $3,095 from his congregation as an offering for water filters for Haiti.
· Rev. Elijah Stansell cited several "P's" that inform the conference understanding of extravagant generosity:
· Peril - our response to a need.

· Partnerships - with people affected by a disaster.
· Passion - movement within an individual's heart to make a difference.
· Provoked - by the Holy Spirit: where God invades situations that look unpromising.
· Conference leaders also shared stories of giving.

· Rev. Aubry Jones said extravagant generosity is boomerang love - you throw it out and it comes right back.
· Some shared that it was generous tithing of people they knew that led them to tithe and do so with generosity.
· Extravagant giving requires intentionality.
· Following Christ means giving yourself away.
· Scriptures cite giving off the top and of our very best, not out of what is left over after bills and wants are met.
· 2011 Annual Conference Offerings went to:

· HydrAid for Haiti - a Biosand water filter project providing point of use clean water costing $100 each.
· Joplin Disaster Response – This offering was to go to the Council of Churches of the Ozarks but the Council requested that it go to Joplin instead (talk about an example of Extravagant Generosity).
· Ludhiana Christian Medical College and Hospital in India - $4,963.64 received.
· Mozambique: "Self-Sustainability" Projects - $22,808 received.
· Also received were clean-up buckets with a value of $47,030.36.
· Other happenings:

· Over dinner, Rev. Lynn Dyke led clergy and laity in a time of sharing about generosity.
· We were given opportunities to participate in 2 of many offered workshops.
· Four deacons and 20 Elders were ordained.
· A service was held honoring retirees.
· The proposed budget for the Missouri Conference was approved with a 0.4 percent increase.
· Lay and clergy delegates to the United Methodist General Conference were elected.
· Clergy appointments for the coming year were set.
· The Annual Conference will meet in Springfield again next year and through 2014. 
            

Nell Peevy
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OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS


 


	 2  	Brady Long  	16	Diana Spinabella


	2	Gary Siverts  	17	Will Carr


	9	Michele Fields 	18	Jo Williamson  


	9	Rob Rigdon	19	Luke Acker


	12	Alyssa Paulsell	24	Boneta Weatherford


	13	MaKennon Doran	30	Harlan Ray


	15	Tracy Lathrom	31	Sharon Culbertson


	16	Lisa Doran	31	Leroy Mitchell





OCTOBER ANNIVERSARIES


 


	1	Dennis & Jo Williamson	(1994)


	  5    	Chris & Debbie Webster	(1984)


	  7    	Gerald & Barbara Oney	(1960)


	  8    	LeRoy & Sandra Mitchell	(1960)


	10    	Jake & Val Archer        	(1981)


	13    	Mike & Tammy Pieczynski	(1984)


	25	Rob & Amy (Fite) Rigdon	(1997)


	26    	Mike & Bonnie Crain	(1956)


	


May your special day be full of joy and 


happiness for each of you!








Upcoming Events:








Free Garage Sale: Sat., October 1; 8 a.m. - noon


Evangelism Team: Fri., October 7 @ 9:30 a.m.


Trustees: Wed., October 5 @ 6 p.m.


United Methodist Men: Sat., October 8 @ 7:30 a.m.


Riverview Worship Svc: Sun., October 9 @ 2:30 p.m.


Missions Team: Tues., October 11 @ 9 a.m.


UMW Business Meeting: Tues., October 11 @ 10 a.m.


Finance Committee: Wed., October 12 @ 6 p.m.


Festival of Sharing: Fri./Sat., Oct. 14/15 (Sedalia)


Fellowship Meal: Sun., October 16 @ noon


Admin. Council: Wed., October 19 @ 6 p.m.


Ladies’ Lunch Bunch: Fri., October 21 @ 11 a.m.


Pumpkin Patch: Sun., October 23; 5 – 8 p.m.


Fall Bazaar: Fri./Sat., Oct. 28/29; 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.








Festival of Sharing





Join us in attending the Festival of Sharing on October 14 & 15 in Sedalia. It’s an amazing hands-on missions event. If interested, contact Dee Carr @ 724-0356.








Praise Report





	Praise	Requested by


Quinton Bogner (9)   successful heart transplant  Kathy Snelson





Cassidy United Methodist Church


Gary Langley, Pastor


5151 N Fremont Road


Nixa, MO  65714


 


E-mail: Cassidyumc@cebridge.net


Telephone: 582-3632


 www.cassidyumc.net








Thank You





Thank you for the prayer shawl in accordance to my sister’s death. Very much appreciated. Bonnie J. Splitter





Thank you to my Cassidy family for the beautiful prayer shawl & flowers that I received during my recovery. Love, Renee Lynn











8th Annual Fall Bazaar


 


It’s time to get ready for our 8th Annual UMW Fall Bazaar. You can help make this year’s festival a big success by contributing a craft, project, or baked or canned items – and by joining us on Friday and Saturday, Oct. 28 & 29 from 9-2 for the Bazaar! We will have many handcrafted items, home-baked goods, Christmas decorations and much, much more. Also, the United Methodist Men will have their wonderful beef jerky for sale and on Saturday, chili for lunch. All proceeds go for charitable needs. If you have items for the bazaar or can help set up, take down, or work at the bazaar, please contact Dee Carr at 724-0356.


Silent Auction – We’ll again have a silent auction for the congregation. Please contact June Hobbs at 485-2696 or shobbs@centurytel.net, if you can solicit for or provide items.








Prayer Concerns





	Concern	Requested by


Bob Daigle	stroke	Nell Peevy


Jack/Linda Carter     	stroke (Jack)	Mike Crain


Mary Calgan	cancer	Cheryl Puffer (sister)


Lawrence Chase	cancer	Victoria Grasmick (father)


Susan Taylor	cancer	Thelma Sweeney


Cindy James	cancer return	Thelma Sweeney


*Bettie King	cancer


Deane Collins	cancer 	Della Waymack


Katherine Helmke	cancer	Barbara Siverts


Ron Helmke     multiple-myeloma    Barbara Siverts (bro-in-law)


Janie Dye	breast cancer	Susan Haswell


Mary Smith           mastectomy/cancer    	Barbara McConnell


*Suzanne Epperly	lymphoma


Doris Hanke	throat cancer    Voletta Anderson (sister)	


Terri Lynn Long	liver cancer	Bill Howell (daughter)


Karen Holbrook   chronic myeloid leukemia	Elaine Crowley


Allan Gilbert	bladder tumor	Don Sweeney


Morgan Reeves (1 week old)   Spina Bifida	Don Sweeney


   & family (Creel’s)


Ervin Maggard          heart transplant recovery    Sabrina Inman


Joyce Whisenhunt	heart problem	Betty Webb (sis-in-law)


Allen Williamson   heart/hip surgery   Dennis Williamson (father)


Shelby Williamson   lump on brain   Dennis Williamson (mother)


Amy Morrison	brain tumor	Joyce Block


Emily Lowman	brain injury	Mary Ray


Jeff Yeager	cranial bleeding	June Teske (nephew)


Zander Boehne       lung issues      Voletta Anderson (grandson)


*Jane Kennon	ALS


*Jerry Fouts	ALS


Sarah Novotny	ALS	Barbara Siverts


Bonnie Splitter        CIPD      Harlan Ray/Barbara Siverts (sister) 


David Dyke and family  deployed to Afghanistan	Don Sweeney


Gary Helfer         Evans Syndrome   	  Carol Knibb (nephew)


Tony Finch         Neuropathy	Frances Christie (son-in-law)


Jean Smith	detached retina	Carol Knibb


Vonda Watkins	health concern           Tammy Humphrey


Myrtle Jennings	stroke        Diane Williams (grandmother)


Kristi Boehne    medical problems   Voletta Anderson (daughter)


*Renee Lynn	foot surgery





Pastor Ermelinda David Nhamposse and Salatiael Guambe UMC (our Mozambique partner church)





* Members of our congregation





	 Weekly Schedule





Church office hours: 8 to noon, Mon. thru Fri. (582-3632)





� SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1�Sunday: 	Sunday School/Adult Studies	9:30 A.M.


		  	Worship	10:45 A.M.


Monday: 	Bell Practice	7:00 P.M.


Tuesday: 	UMW	10:00 A.M.


Wednesday:	Choir Practice	7:00 P.M.





Cassidy UMC website: � HYPERLINK "http://www.cassidyumc.net" �www.cassidyumc.net�





Cassidy United Methodist Church’s Mission:


Connecting People to Christ








Free Garage Sale 





Free Garage Sale – We are holding our third annual “Free Garage Sale” this Saturday, October 1 from 8 a.m. to 11 a.m. to help meet the needs of folks in our area. It is like a garage sale but all items are free! Bring in your donations of good, used fall and winter clothing, household items, children’s books and toys, etc. to be shared with Christian County families in need. All items should be clean and in good working condition. Items can be brought to the church starting Sunday, September 25 from 4 to 6 p.m. and Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. to noon, or by arrangement with the church office. 


If you can help sort items during this coming week or help on Saturday morning, October 1, please contact Ginny Herfkens (581-5816).
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