Welcome to
Cassidy United Methodist Church
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Fremont Hills, Nixa, Missouri
Ash Wednesday – Service of Repentance
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 17:00 p.m.                                                                        
February 21, 2012
(* SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Congregation Stand, if comfortable)
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1PRELUDE
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1
*INTROIT NO. 349   
“Turn Your Eyes upon Jesus”
*CALL TO WORSHIP 
Leader:
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
People:
And also with you.
Leader:
Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins.
People:
God’s mercy endures for ever.
*HYMN NO. 398 vs. 1, 3, 5
“Jesus Calls Us”
UNISON PRAYER NO. 353   
“Ash Wednesday”
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON (Page 798)
Joel 2:1-2, 12-17
NEW TESTAMENT LESSON (Page 170)
2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10
*HYMN NO. 354 vs. 1-4
“I Surrender All”
*GOSPEL LESSON (Page 5)
Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21
Pastor:
This is the Word of God for the people of God.

People:
Thanks be to God!
MEDITATION
“Ashes to Ashes”
INVITATION TO THE OBSERVANCE OF LENTEN DISCIPLINE

THE PSALTER NO. 785
Psalm 51:1-17
THANKSGIVING OVER THE ASHES

Almighty God, you have created us out of the dust of the earth. Grant that these ashes may be to us a sign of our mortality and penitence, so that we may remember that only by your gracious gift are we given everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Savior.  Amen.
IMPOSITION OF ASHES
The congregation will come forward making a single line in the center aisle starting with the forward most pews. An offering plate is provided at the front of the sanctuary, if you wish to make an offering. Return by the side aisles.
SILENT PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
After having the ashes imposed, you are invited to kneel at the communion rail for silent prayers of confession.
PRAYER OF PARDON
Pastor:
May the almighty and merciful God, who desires not the death of a sinner but that we turn from wickedness and live, accept your repentance, forgive your sins, and restore you by the Holy Spirit to newness of life.
People:
Amen.
THE PEACE

Let us offer one another signs of reconciliation and love.
*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

All things come from you, O God. You created all that is, and with love formed us in your image. You gave your only Son Jesus Christ to be our Savior, that we might have abundant and eternal life. All that we are, and all that we have, is a trust from you And so, in gratitude for all that you have done, we offer you ourselves, and all that we have, in union with Christ’s offering for us. By your Holy Spirit make us one with Christ, one with each other, and one in ministry to all the world; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

* THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen.
*HYMN NO. 357 vs. 1-3, 5-6
“Just As I Am”
*BENEDICTION
*POSTLUDE
(     (     (     (     (
ASH WEDNESDAY
Today starts the Lenten period which consists of the forty days before Easter, not counting Sundays (because Sunday is always the joyful celebration of the Resurrection). While practices have varied over the years, throughout history every era has included during the Lenten period an intense focus on repentance, self-denial, Christ’s sacrifice on the cross, and His victory over our sins. As Jesus retreated into the wilderness and fasted for forty days preparing for his ministry and service to God, the forty days of Lent have been used similarly by Christians throughout the ages as a time of meditation, fasting, prayer, and renewal.
And so for us, the Season of Lent is an invitation to forty days of renewal, forty days to prepare ourselves to take in the Good News of Easter through deeper disciplines of prayer, fasting, and almsgiving. Ashes are the traditional sign of sorrow and repentance and are also a sign of mortality. Through this service tonight, as we initiate our journey toward the cross, we are also reminded that God's love is triumphant over sin and death, and that in Christ, our mortality is overcome. 
OUR WORSHIP LEADERS THIS EVENING

Ministers:
All members of the congregation

Pastor: (Home: 725-9196; e-mail: garylangley@msn.com)
Rev. Gary Langley
Worship Leader:
Mary Ray
Pianists:
Sharon Culbertson


Stan Siemens
Sound:
Jerred Williamson

Lenten Disciplines
By spending the six weeks of Lent engaged in spiritual disciplines focused on both the love our Savior has for us and the sacrifice he made on our behalf, we find the joy and meaning of Easter morning to be immeasurably increased and our relationship with God ever strengthened. Below are some ways the Lenten period can be observed. Prayerfully consider how God is calling you to observe the Lenten journey this year. 
Inward and Personal Disciplines 

___ Spend time in solitude each day. 

___ Read a book for inner growth. 

___ Read twice through the Gospel of Luke.
___ Keep a journal of prayer concerns, questions, thoughts.
___ Focus on thanksgiving in prayer, rather than asking. 

___ Find a way to get more sleep in so I get enough rest. 

___ Make a list of people with whom I need to be reconciled. Pray for them and let Jesus guide me in my thinking and feeling toward them. 

___ Take control of my life by:​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​_____________________

___ Go to all of the Holy Week worship services as an act of love and waiting with Jesus. 

___ Take one hour to inventory my priorities and plan how I will reorder them. 

___ Give up a grudge or a rehearsal of a past event. 

___ Forgive someone who has hurt me. 

___ Pray for at least 15 minutes per day. 

___ Fast one day a week.
Outward and Social Disciplines
___ Take on some loving task:_____________________

___ Visit a "shut-in" neighbor or church member weekly. 

___ Visit someone in prison. 

___ Write a letter of affirmation once a week to a person who has touched my life. 

___ Listen and respond to Christ's call to a ministry of service.
___ Go to coffee or dinner with someone I want to know better. 

___ Begin to recycle waste from my home and work.
___ Give blood and recall the cross. 

___ Find ways to personally serve the poor or needy.

___ Say "NO" to something that is a waste of money and time. 

___ Rebuke the spirit of criticism and my own out of control tongue.
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