Welcome to

Cassidy United Methodist Church

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Fremont Hills, Nixa, Missouri

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Our Mission: Connecting People to Christ. Please contact Pastor Gary for information about our church or on becoming a member of this family of faith.

Ash Wednesday – Service of Repentance
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 17:00 p.m.                                                                        
March 9, 2011
(* SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Congregation Stand, if comfortable)
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1PRELUDE
*CALL TO WORSHIP 
Leader:
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
People:
And also with you.
Leader:
Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins.
People:
God’s mercy endures for ever.
*UNISON PRAYER NO. 353   
“Ash Wednesday”
*HYMN NO. 398
“Jesus Calls Us”
THE PSALTER NO. 785
Psalm 51:1-17
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON (Page 798)
Joel 2:1-2, 12-17
SPECIAL MUSIC
“Lord, You Have Come to the Lakeshore”
*GOSPEL LESSON (Page 5)
Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21
Pastor:
This is the Word of God for the people of God.

People:
Thanks be to God!
MEDITATION
“Lenten Discipline”
INVITATION TO THE OBSERVANCE OF LENTEN DISCIPLINE

THANKSGIVING OVER THE ASHES

Almighty God, you have created us out of the dust of the earth. Grant that these ashes may be to us a sign of our mortality and penitence, so that we may remember that only by your gracious gift are we given everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Savior.  Amen.
IMPOSITION OF ASHES
The congregation will come forward making a single line in the center aisle starting with the forward most pews. If you wish to make an offering, an offering plate is available at the front of the sanctuary. Return by the side aisles.
SILENT PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
After having the ashes imposed, you are invited to kneel at the communion rail for silent prayers of confession.
PRAYER OF PARDON
Pastor:
May the almighty and merciful God, who desires not the death of a sinner but that we turn from wickedness and live, accept your repentance, forgive your sins, and restore you by the Holy Spirit to newness of life.
People:
Amen.
THE PEACE - Let us offer one another signs of reconciliation and love.

* PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

All things come from you, O God. You created all that is, and with love formed us in your image. You gave your only Son Jesus Christ to be our Savior that we might have abundant and eternal life. All that we are, and all that we have, is a trust from you. And so, in gratitude for all that you have done, we offer you ourselves, and all that we have, in union with Christ’s offering for us. By your Holy Spirit make us one with Christ, one with each other, and one in ministry to all the world; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

*THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen.
*HYMN NO.298   
When I Survey the Wondrous Cross

*BENEDICTION

*POSTLUDE
(     (     (     (     (

ASH WEDNESDAY
Ash Wednesday is the first day of Lent, the 40 days that precedes Holy Week and Easter, not counting Sundays. In the Christian Scriptures the number 40 relates to the period spent in the Ark by Noah, the period spent by Israel seeking the Promised Land after the Exodus, and the amount of time Jesus was in the wilderness after his baptism and prior to beginning his ministry. For us, the Season of Lent is an invitation to 40 days of renewal, 40 days to prepare ourselves to take in the Good News of Easter through deeper spiritual disciplines of prayer, fasting, and almsgiving. Ashes are the traditional sign of sorrow and repentance and are also a sign of mortality. Through this service tonight, as we initiate our journey toward the cross, we are also reminded that God's love is triumphant over sin and death, and that in Christ, our mortality is overcome. 
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LENTEN ACTIVITIES








Lenten Sermon Series: Prayer – During the Lenten season, we will be addressing such questions as: Is God listening? Does prayer really help? Why do so many prayers go unanswered? Why doesn’t God do something? How can we make prayer more satisfying? Plan to join us for this series beginning March 13.





Lenten Study – On the six Tuesdays of Lent, beginning March 16 through April 19, Dr. Joe Humphrey will lead our Lenten Study, “The Desert Will Blossom,” at 1 p.m. and again at 7 p.m. Many episodes of the biblical story occur in the desert: that uncertain, unsafe place where people feel lonely and afraid. But the desert is also a state of existence that appears time and again in every life. Come join us and find that biblical faith is born in the desert, as we consider the questions the desert forces upon us and look at the way Jesus answered them: how do we seek God’s presence when he seems nowhere to be found? Do we isolate ourselves from God? Will the desert bloom? Where is hope to be found?





Lenten Devotionals – Daily devotional booklets are available in the church lobby.








