Welcome to
Cassidy United Methodist Church
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Fremont Hills, Nixa, Missouri
1st Sunday of Advent/United Methodist Student Day 

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 110:45 a.m.                                                                        
November 29, 2009
(* SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Congregation Stand, if comfortable)
GREETINGS, ANNOUNCEMENTS, and FRIENDSHIP PADS
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1PRELUDE/LIGHTING OF CANDLES
(Let us prepare our hearts and minds for worship.)
CALL TO WORSHIP (based on Jeremiah 33:14-16)
Leader:
The days are surely coming, says the LORD.
People:
What days?
Leader:
The days when God will fulfill the promise.
People:
What promise?
Leader:
A righteous Branch will come from the House of David to bring justice and righteousness to individuals, to nations, to the world.
People:
Yes! The days are surely coming! How can we prepare ourselves while we wait?
Leader:
We will wait patiently and pray for God to show us God's ways and to lead us in truth. And we will trust God's mercy and steadfast love for us.
People:
Yes! The days are surely coming!
* HYMN NO. 211 vs. 1- 3, 7   
“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”
* RESPONSIVE READING NO. 755
Psalm 24:1-10
* UNISON PRAYER 
God of faithful love, ever creative, ever merciful, we draw near to you because you have first drawn near to us. You create the longing in our souls, the love in our hearts, and the faith which delivers our whole being to you. May our actions honor you, our words praise you, our thoughts cling to you, and our spirits utterly adore you. Save us from undue love of the world, but help us to abide in our Lord Jesus Christ and wait with patient hope for the day of his return, for it is in his name that we pray.  Amen. 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE (see bulletin insert)   Thomas Family
SPECIAL MUSIC

Sharon Culbertson/Stan Siemens
TIME FOR ALL GOD’S CHILDREN
Terry Langley

WELCOMING HYMN
“Where Children Belong”
This, this is where children belong, Welcomed as part of the worshiping throng.

Water, God’s Word, bread and cup, prayer, and song: This is where children belong.

WORSHIP THROUGH PRAYER
Joys and Concerns

Preparing To Pray No. 234 vs. 1   
“O Come, All Ye Faithful”

Pastoral Prayer  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1and The Lord’s Prayer
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen.
WORSHIP THROUGH GIVING: OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS

Offertory

* Doxology

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise him all creatures here below. 

Praise him above, ye heavenly hosts.  Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen.
* Offertory Prayer

* HYMN NO. 196           
“Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus”
* GOSPEL LESSON (Page 53, 1, & 54)


Luke 1:26-38; Matthew 1:18-25; Luke 2:1-7 
Pastor:
This is the Word of God for the people of God.

People:
Thanks be to God!
TODAY’S MESSAGE

“Journeying to Bethlehem: Mary & Joseph”
* HYMN NO. 242
“Love Came Down at Christmas”
* BENEDICTION
* CHORAL RESPONSE NO. 211 vs. 7   
“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”
* POSTLUDE
(     (     (     (     (
Friends and  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Visitors: Thank you for joining us! We welcome you to our service of worship today. Please register your attendance on the visitor card and place in the offering plate.
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Our Mission: To seek, teach, baptize, and send disciples into the world to serve as witnesses for Christ. Please contact Pastor Gary for more information about our church or on becoming a member of this family of faith.

Hearing Assistance Devices are available. If you need one, please contact an usher for assistance.
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Joseph’s bags: Located on the shelf over the coat rack in fellowship hall, are available for children up to 6 years of age. Please return them following worship.  A nursery attendant is available for children under 4 years of age.
United Methodist Student Day Offering – Today we are taking the Student Day offering, one of the six special designated offerings of the United Methodist Church. This offering supports United Methodist scholarships and the U.M. Student Loan Fund.

Fifth Sunday Hymn Sing – This evening is our 5th Sunday Hymn! We will gather in Fellowship Hall @ 5:00 p.m. Bring your favorite finger-food to share. We’ll move to the sanctuary at 5:30 for pick-your-favorite-hymn congregational singing, as well as solos and specials.  Join us! 
No C.R.E.W. (Youth Group) on Sunday 29. They will participate in the 5th Sunday Hymn Sing tonight.
Our Record of Attendance: 
Nov. 22 - Sunday School: 33; Worship: 113
Coming Up:
 

5th Sunday Hymn Sing: Today @ 5 p.m.
Evangelism Team: Wednesday. December 2 @ 9 a.m.

Education Team: Wednesday, December 2 @ 7 p.m.
Safe Sanctuary Team:  December 4 @ 9:30 a.m.

Bell-Ringing: Friday, December 4 @ noon-8 p.m. 

Ladies Luncheon: Saturday, December 5 @ 11 a.m.

OUR WORSHIP LEADERS TODAY
Ministers:
All members of the congregation

Pastor: (Home: 725-9196; e-mail: garylangley@msn.com)
Rev. Gary Langley
Pianists:
Sharon Culbertson


Stan Siemens
Sanctuary Choir Director:
Jackie Seidner

Worship Leader:
Patty Shilling
Hymn Leader:
Michael Seidner

Sound:
MaKennon Doran

Greeters and Ushers:
Bob & Susan Haswell

Ron & Eldena Bilyeu
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Weekly Schedule:

Church office hours: 8 a.m. to noon, Monday thru Friday (582-3632) 


 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Sunday: Sunday School/Adult Studies
9:30 A.M.



  
Worship
10:45 A.M.

Tuesday: UMW Rebecca Circle
10:00 A.M.

Wednesday: Choir
7:00 P.M.


Friday: Open Prayer Time (all welcome)
8:45 A.M.


Cassidy UMC website: www.cassidyumc.net

ANNOUNCEMENTS

 
Monthly Food Donation – We are collecting dried pasta and/or jello/pudding in December. 

Holiday Families – We have received the name and gift requests for our holiday family: a father who is out of work, a mother with several health problems, and three children – 2 girls, ages 14 & 10, and a boy, age 7. Gift items will be posted in the narthex beginning today for those who wish to purchase a gift. We are also in need of monetary donations for the two holiday meals (Thanksgiving and Christmas) and a larger gift for each of the children.
Salvation Army Bell Ringers Needed – Cassidy will be ringing at both doors at the Wal-Mart in Ozark from noon to 8 p.m. on this Friday, December 4. They also need ringers from now through Christmas almost every day at both the Nixa and Ozark Wal-Mart stores. If you can ring at a different time, contact Julie @ 773-3983. This is a great cause: the Salvation Army in Christian County who provides emergency assistance for families in need: utilities, food, eyeglasses, medicine, etc. 
Advent Study – If there is enough interest, Kevin Lapaglia has offered to lead an Advent Study for the four weeks of Advent on Tuesday evenings @ 7 p.m. beginning December 1. He is still deciding on the study material, but we want to determine interest. Please use the sign-up sheet in Fellowship Hall.

Christmas Invitation Bags – We have obtained Christmas invitation bags that include a New Testament, a tract by Max Lucado, and an invitation to our Christmas Eve service. Also, invitation cards to all services during the Advent season are available. These materials are for the congregation’s use in sharing the Good News of Christmas with their friends, acquaintances, and neighbors.
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LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE
"The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill the promise I made to the house of Israel and the house of Judah. "In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David; and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. "In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. "And this is the name by which it will be called: 'The Lord is our righteousness." (Jeremiah 33:14-16 -NRSV)
The Season of Advent is an invitation to meditate on the promises of God. Here is what the prophet Jeremiah sees: 

. . . a righteous leader will spring up 

. . . one who will carry out justice and righteousness
. . . one who brings salvation and safety for the people 

How then do we live as those who believe that the promises of God will be fulfilled?
. . . as those who lift up their souls to God?
. . . as those who walk a path of love and faithfulness?
. . . as those who work for justice and righteousness?
. . . as those who live in the light of hope? 
If we are alert to the promise of the Lord and live in the light of hope, we will be truly blessed as Christ comes again into our lives. 

Leader:
The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill the promises I have made.
People:
To you, O Lord, we lift up our souls: In you, O God, we trust.
Leader:
The one who is coming will show us the path of steadfast love and faithfulness.
People:
Teach us your ways, O God of our salvation.
[Here light the first Advent candle] 

Leader:
We light this candle in the sure hope that God’s promises endure.
People:
We will live in the light of hope as we await the coming of the Lord.
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Prayer Concerns





++  Jackie Siemens  	++  Gary & Karen Scheel


++  John Weatherford	++  Ben Garrett


++  Bob Block  	++  James Wayne Hobbs


++  Aaron Puffer	++  Sandra & Leroy Mitchell


++  Maddix & Kennedi Epperly 


++  Salatiael Guambe UMC and Pastor Ermelinda


Lazaro Batala  (our Mozambique partner church)
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