Welcome to
Cassidy United Methodist Church
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Fremont Hills, Nixa, Missouri
3rd Sunday of Advent 

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 110:45 a.m.                                                                        
December 13, 2009
(* SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Congregation Stand, if comfortable)
GREETINGS, ANNOUNCEMENTS, and FRIENDSHIP PADS
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1PRELUDE/LIGHTING OF CANDLES
(Let us prepare our hearts and minds for worship.)
CALL TO WORSHIP (Isaiah 60:1-6)
Leader:
1Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you.
People:
2For darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the LORD will arise upon you, and his glory will appear over you.
Leader:
3Nations shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your dawn.
People:
4Lift up your eyes and look around; they all gather together, they come to you; your sons shall come from far away, and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms.
Leader:
5Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and rejoice, because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, the wealth of the nations shall come to you.
People:
6A multitude of camels shall cover you, the young camels of Midian and Ephah; all those from Sheba shall come. They shall bring gold and frankincense, and shall proclaim the praise of the LORD.
* HYMN NO. 249           
“There’s a Song in the Air”
* RESPONSIVE READING NO. 795
Psalm 72:1-17
* UNISON PRAYER 
Almighty God, by the birth of your holy child Jesus you gave us a great light to dawn on our darkness. Grant that in his light we may see light. Bestow upon us that most excellent Christmas gift of love to all people, so that the likeness of your Son may be formed in us, and that we may have the ever brightening hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 
(The Book Of Worship 1965, Alt.)
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE (see bulletin insert)


Garrett & Stark families 
SPECIAL MUSIC
Chancel Choir
“Star of Bethlehem”
TIME FOR ALL GOD’S CHILDREN
Terry Langley

WELCOMING HYMN
“Where Children Belong”
This, this is where children belong, Welcomed as part of the worshiping throng.

Water, God’s Word, bread and cup, prayer, and song: This is where children belong.
WORSHIP THROUGH PRAYER
Joys and Concerns

Preparing To Pray No. 234 vs. 1   
“O Come, All Ye Faithful”

Pastoral Prayer  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1and The Lord’s Prayer
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen.
WORSHIP THROUGH GIVING: OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS

Offertory

* Doxology

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise him all creatures here below. 

Praise him above, ye heavenly hosts.  Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen.
* Offertory Prayer

* HYMN NO. 245           
“The First Noel”
* GOSPEL LESSON (Page 1)
Matthew 2:1-12

Pastor:
This is the Word of God for the people of God.

People:
Thanks be to God!
TODAY’S MESSAGE

“Journeying to Bethlehem: The Magi”
* HYMN NO. 206
“I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light”
* BENEDICTION
* CHORAL RESPONSE NO. 204
“Emmanuel, Emmanuel”

Emmanuel, Emmanuel, his name is called Emmanuel.

God with us, revealed in us, his name is called Emmanuel.
* POSTLUDE
(     (     (     (     (
Friends and  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Visitors: Thank you for joining us! We welcome you to our service of worship today. Please register your attendance on the visitor card and place in the offering plate.
Hearing Assistance Devices are available. If you need one, please contact an usher for assistance.
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Our Mission: To seek, teach, baptize, and send disciples into the world to serve as witnesses for Christ. Please contact Pastor Gary for more information about our church or on becoming a member of this family of faith.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Joseph’s bags: Located on the shelf over the coat rack in fellowship hall, are available for children up to 6 years of age. Please return them following worship.  A nursery attendant is available for children under 4 years of age.
Riverview Assisted Living Worship Service – Our regular second Sunday worship service at Riverview Assisted Living will be at 2:30 today. All are invited! Meet in our parking lot at 2 p.m. if you wish to car pool over.
Least Of These had 459 families with 1044 children, and 92 seniors, apply for Christmas assistance this year. To date, they have adopted out only about 200 families and 57 elderly. Many remaining families and seniors will not have a Christmas without support. If you would like to help, the most needed items may be donated directly to Least Of These: cash; gift cards to Wal-Mart, the Mall, Best Buy; ingredients for a Christmas dinner food basket; etc.
Our Record of Attendance: 
Dec. 6 - Sunday School: 30; Worship: 104
Coming Up:
 

Spiritual Life Team: Today following worship
Riverview Worship Service: Today @ 2:30 p.m. 

Admin. Council: Wednesday, December 16 @ 6 p.m.
OUR WORSHIP LEADERS TODAY
Ministers:
All members of the congregation

Pastor: (Home: 725-9196; e-mail: garylangley@msn.com)
Rev. Gary Langley
Pianists:
Sharon Culbertson


Stan Siemens
Sanctuary Choir Director:
Jackie Seidner

Worship Leader:
Terry Langley
Hymn Leader:
Michael Seidner

Sound:
MaKennon Doran

Greeters and Ushers:
Mike & Beth Olwig

Rob & Amy Rigdon
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Weekly Schedule:

Church office hours: 8 a.m. to noon, Monday thru Friday (582-3632) 


 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Sunday: Sunday School/Adult Studies
9:30 A.M.



  
Worship
10:45 A.M.

Tuesday: UMW Rebecca Circle
10:00 A.M.

Wednesday: Choir
7:00 P.M.


Friday: Open Prayer Time (all welcome)
8:45 A.M.


Cassidy UMC website: www.cassidyumc.net
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS

 
Monthly Food Donation – We are collecting dried pasta and/or jello/pudding in December. 

Siemens’ Anniversary Celebration – The congregation is invited to attend a come-and-go celebration of Stan and Jackie’s 40th wedding anniversary. Light appetizers and cake will be served in Fellowship Hall from 2 to 5 p.m. on Sunday, December 20. No gifts please!
Christmas Invitation Bags & Cards – We have obtained Christmas invitation bags that include a New Testament, a tract by Max Lucado, and an invitation to our Christmas Eve service. Also, invitation cards to all services during the Advent season are available. These are wonderful materials for the congregation’s use in both sharing the Good News of Christmas with their friends, acquaintances, and neighbors; and inviting them to our Christmas activities. Please take several!
Advent and Christmas Special Activities:

Christmas Brunch: Instead of our regular potluck on December 20, we will have a Christmas brunch at 9:30 a.m. (during the Sunday School hour).  Everyone is invited bring cookies or other Christmas finger food to share.
Christmas Cantata: On Sunday, December 20 the choir will present “The Mystery and the Majesty,” during morning worship. The inspirational cantata celebrates the wonder and splendor of Christmas with traditional carols and newly composed seasonal anthems.
Longest Night Service: On Monday, December 21 at 7:00 p.m., we will provide a quiet, meditative worship service of healing and comfort especially for those for whom holiday-time is bittersweet because of loss, disrupting change, or loneliness. The focus of this service is on remembering, sharing our hurting places with God, and preparing our hearts for the coming of Christ. If you know of someone who would appreciate this type of service, be sure to invite them.
Christmas Eve Candlelight Communion Service: Our beautiful, traditional Christmas Eve service filled with music, scripture, candlelight, and communion is Wednesday, December 24 @ 7 p.m.
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LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE
"Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice. Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near. Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your request be made known to God. And the Peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus." (Philippians 4:4-7 - NRSV)
Joy is at the heart of the journey through Advent to Christmas: Joy in the knowledge of what God has done throughout the ages, joy in the realization that God is able and that God does change things for the better, joy in the assurance that God can enter into our lives no matter what our situation may be. The Apostle Paul calls us a life of rejoicing:
. . . to live a life full of rejoicing and gentleness
. . . to put aside worry in the confidence that the Lord is near
. . . to lift our requests in prayer, with thanksgiving
. . . to trust that the Peace of God will guard our hearts and minds. 

Let us then consider the condition of joy in our lives.
. . . Do worries sometimes seem larger than our confidence that God is near?
. . . Does the busy-ness of our lives sometime interfere in our life of prayer?
. . . Does anxiety over the big things of the world ruin the little joys of life? 

Advent is a time when we can clean out the inner stables of our lives so that new life can be born, our spirits may be refreshed, and our lives may be renewed in the joy of salvation. 

Leader:
The Lord your God is in your midst, rejoicing over you with gladness, renewing you in love. I will bring you home and restore your fortunes, says the Lord.
[Here light the first two Advent candles.] 

People:
In this new light we give thanks to the Lord.
Leader:
With joy you will draw waters from the wells of salvation.
People:
We will rejoice in the Lord always.
Leader:
We light a third candle to reveal the pathway to faithfulness.
 [Here light the third candle] 

People:
As a covenant people we will seek to live in the joy of the Lord.
Copyright 2009 F. Richard Garland. Published with permission by The United Methodist General Board of Discipleship, PO Box 340003, Nashville TN 37203, www.umcworship.org.
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Prayer Concerns





++  Jackie Siemens  	++  Gary & Karen Scheel


++  John Weatherford	++  Ben Garrett


++  Bob Block  	++  James Wayne Hobbs


++  Aaron Puffer	++  Sandra & Leroy Mitchell


++ Pam Foster (mini-strokes)


++ Janet Townsend (cancer/chemo)


++  Salatiael Guambe UMC and Pastor Ermelinda


Lazaro Batala  (our Mozambique partner church)
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