Welcome to
Cassidy United Methodist Church
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Fremont Hills, Nixa, Missouri
4th Sunday of Advent
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 110:45 a.m.                                                                        
December 20, 2009
(* SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Congregation Stand, if comfortable)
GREETINGS, ANNOUNCEMENTS, and FRIENDSHIP PADS
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1PRELUDE/LIGHTING OF CANDLES
(Let us assume an attitude of reverence, as we prepare our hearts and minds for worship.)

* CALL TO WORSHIP 
Leader:
With everlasting love I will have compassion on you, says the Lord, your Redeemer. (Is. 54:8)
People:
Love came down at Christmas. Love all lovely, Love divine.
Leader:
See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God (1Jo. 3:1a)
People:
Love was born at Christmas; stars and angels gave the sign.

(Christina Rossetti, 1883)
* OPENING HYMN NO. 220   
“Angels From the Realms of Glory”
* UNISON PRAYER 
O God our Father, you have brought us again to this glad season when we celebrate the birth of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Grant that his Spirit may be born anew in our hearts and that we may joyfully welcome him to reign over us. Open our ears that we may hear again the angelic chorus of old. Open our lips that we, too, may sing with uplifted hearts: Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace towards those of goodwill; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.


(The Book of Worship 1944, Alt.)
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE (see bulletin insert)


Rob Rigdon family
TIME FOR ALL GOD’S CHILDREN
Terry Langley

WELCOMING HYMN
“Where Children Belong”
This, this is where children belong, Welcomed as part of the worshiping throng.

Water, God’s Word, bread and cup, prayer, and song: This is where children belong.
WORSHIP THROUGH PRAYER
Joys and Concerns

Preparing To Pray No. 234 vs. 1   
“O Come, All Ye Faithful”

Pastoral Prayer  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1and The Lord’s Prayer
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen.
WORSHIP THROUGH GIVING: OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS

Offertory

* Doxology

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise him all creatures here below. 

Praise him above, ye heavenly hosts.  Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen.
* Offertory Prayer

CANTATA (please hold applause until the cantata is ended)
“THE MYSTERY AND THE MAJESTY”
A Cantata by Joseph M. Martin

Narration by Debbie Linscome, Lauren Inman, and Tommy Herfkens

Opening Scripture: 
June Hobbs
1 Corinthians 2: 7, 9 (page 156)

Isaiah 40:1-5 (page 627)

Luke 9:43 (page 66)
“A Christmas Flourish”
Michael Seidner, soloist
Narration

 “Carol of Longing”
Ginny Herfkens, soloist

Narration

“The Coming Joy”
Sabrina Inman & Renee Lynn, soloists
Narration

“Upon a Midnight Clear”


Narration

“A Call to Christmas Joy”


Narration

 “Journey to Bethlehem”
Lauren Inman & Tommie Hill, soloists

Sharon Culbertson, soloist
Narration

“The Beautiful Impossible” 
Jake Archer, soloist
Narration

“A Noel Proclamation”
* BENEDICTION
* RESPONSE NO. 204
“Emmanuel, Emmanuel”

Emmanuel, Emmanuel, his name is called Emmanuel.

God with us, revealed in us, his name is called Emmanuel.
* POSTLUDE
(     (     (     (     (
Friends and  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Visitors: Thank you for joining us! We welcome you to our service of worship today. Please register your attendance on the visitor card and place in the offering plate.
Hearing Assistance Devices are available. If you need one, please contact an usher for assistance.
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Our Mission: To seek, teach, baptize, and send disciples into the world to serve as witnesses for Christ. Please contact Pastor Gary for more information about our church or on becoming a member of this family of faith.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Joseph’s bags: Located on the shelf over the coat rack in fellowship hall, are available for children up to 6 years of age. Please return them following worship.  A nursery attendant is available for children under 4 years of age.
Our Record of Attendance: 
December 13- Sunday School 24; Worship 109
Christmas Invitation Bags & Cards – Don’t forget to invite your friends, neighbors, and acquaintances to our Longest Night and Christmas eve service.  Invitation bags & cards with worship times are available in the narthex for your use.

No UMW next Tuesday (Dec. 22).
Coming Up:

Longest Night Service: Monday, Dec. 21 @ 7 p.m.
Christmas Eve Service: Thursday, Dec. 24 @ 7 p.m.
OUR WORSHIP LEADERS TODAY
Ministers:
All members of the congregation

Pastor: (Home: 725-9196; e-mail: garylangley@msn.com)
Rev. Gary Langley
Pianists:
Sharon Culbertson


Stan Siemens
Sanctuary Choir Director:
Jackie Seidner

Worship Leader:
Darby Bunch
Hymn Leader:
Michael Seidner

Sound:
MaKennon Doran


Mark Spinabella

Greeters and Ushers:
Billy & Lori Thomas & family

Ben & Elaine Crowley
Nursery Attendant:
Cara Yates
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Weekly Schedule:

Church office hours: 8 a.m. to noon, Monday thru Friday (582-3632) 


 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Sunday: Sunday School/Adult Studies
9:30 A.M.



  
Worship
10:45 A.M.

Tuesday: UMW Rebecca Circle
10:00 A.M.

Wednesday: Choir
7:00 P.M.


Friday: Open Prayer Time (all welcome)
8:45 A.M.


Cassidy UMC website: www.cassidyumc.net

ANNOUNCEMENTS

 
Monthly Food Donation – We are collecting dried pasta and/or jello/pudding in December. 

Siemens’ Anniversary Celebration – The congregation is invited to attend a come-and-go celebration of Stan and Jackie’s 40th wedding anniversary. Light appetizers and cake will be served in Fellowship Hall today from 2 to 5 p.m. No gifts please!
No Choir Practice – There will be no choir practice until Wednesday, January 13.
Advent and Christmas Special Activities:

Longest Night Service: On Monday, December 21 at 7:00 p.m., we will provide a quiet, meditative worship service of healing and comfort especially for those for whom holiday-time is bittersweet because of loss, disrupting change, or loneliness. The focus of this service is on remembering, sharing our hurting places with God, and preparing our hearts for the coming of Christ. If you know of someone who would appreciate this type of service, be sure to invite them.
Christmas Eve Candlelight Communion Service: Our beautiful, traditional Christmas Eve service filled with music, scripture, candlelight, and communion is Wednesday, December 24 @ 7 p.m.
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE
"My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. "Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; for the mighty one has done great things for me, and holy is his name. His mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation. He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly; he has filled the hungry with good things, and sent the rich away empty. He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, according to the promise he made to our ancestors, to Abraham and to his descendants forever." (Luke 1:47-55 - NRSV)
One cannot escape the prophetic vision in the season of Advent. We see it in the selections from the Old Testament, and we encounter it in Mary's Song of Rejoicing. In this birth, God is intent on changing the priorities of the world:
. . . God looks with favor upon the lowly
. . . God scatters the proud in the imaginations of their hearts
. . . God brings the powerful down from their thrones
. . . God sends the rich away empty. 

Where do our lives encounter this prophetic vision?
. . . Are we lowly servants upon who God looks with favor?
. . . Does our pride sometimes interfere with what God seeks to accomplish through us?
. . . Do we sometimes let our need for power and control interfere with God's work?
. . . Are we sometimes rich in things and poor in soul? 

As the time of the Lord's coming draws near, let us test and examine our ways and return to the Lord, so that Love may have a place to dwell. 

Leader:
The Mighty One has done great things! Holy is God's Name! The Light of the World is coming.
People:
With Mary, our spirits rejoice in God our Savior.
[Here relight the first three candles.] 

Leader:
God's mercy endures from generation to generation for those who are in awe of God.
People:
The proud, the rich, the mighty no longer have power over us.
Leader:
The lowly are lifted up, and the hungry are satisfied.
People:
We see the light of God shining over the land.
Leader:
We light a fourth candle in anticipation of the wondrous birth.
[Here light the fourth candle.] 

People:
We will open our hearts that Love may have a place to dwell.
Copyright 2009 F. Richard Garland. Published with permission by The United Methodist General Board of Discipleship, PO Box 340003, Nashville TN 37203, www.umcworship.org.
POINSETTIA MEMORIALS AND HONORS
In Memory of:
Presented by:
Bruce Smith
Joy Smith

Our Parents
Bob & Pat Lynn

Frank Wasson, Jr.
Ron & Ginny Wasson

Eleanor Howell
Bill Howell

Fred Langley & Tom Travis
Gary & Terry Langley

Gregory Tope
Julia, Taylor & Logan 
Tope

Dick Lathrom
Glenda Lathrom
Our Parents
Mike & Renee Paulsell & Family
Earl Friebe
Thelma Friebe


 and Ed &Mary Friebe

Orion & Lottie Thompson
Thelma Friebe



 and Ed &Mary Friebe 

Our Parents
Gary & Barbara Siverts

Barb’s brother, Jim
Gary & Barbara Siverts

Roy & Chloe Blackwell
Betty Ann Rogers

Our parents
Stan & June Teske

Nicole Shalane (Nici) Peevy
Bill & Nell Peevy


(our daughter)

William W. Knibb, Jr
Carol Knibb

Joan Summers (mother of Lori)
Billy Thomas family

David & Barbara VanVranken
Billy Thomas family


(stepfather & mother of Billy)

Eual & Sam Larkins
Kathleen Larkins

Lawrence & Mildred Doran
Their Children

Donald “Bud” McConnell
Barbara McConnell

Lero Frazier & Maurine Hazen
Wayne & Marilyn Tinsley

Jon Roberts
Lillian Roberts & Family

In Honor of:
Presented by:
MaKennon Doran
Kaylee & Grammy Jane & Jack

Aunt Molly Cobb
Robert & Katy Pitts

Barbara McConnell
Neal Stumbo &Debbie Linscome

To the Glory of God
Harlan & Mary Ray

To the Glory of God (2)
Rob Rigdon & Amy Fite

To the Glory of God
Will & Dee Carr

THE MYSTERY AND THE MAJESTY

A Cantata by Joseph M. Martin

A CHRISTMAS FLOURISH

Oh, how joyfully, oh, how merrily, Christmas comes with its gift of grace. Light again is beaming. Love the world redeeming. Tune your hearts, prepare the way for Christmas day!

Day of holiness, day of happiness, let each heart prepare the way. Prophets tell the story of this day of glory. Soon the world will celebrate on Christmas day!

Come all ye people of the faith, give heed to what we say; Recall the ancient promises of this most wondrous day. In mystery and majesty, God gives to us His grace. Let us sing of the glory, the glory of the Lord.

The mystery and majesty of this amazing day. When Christ the King of glory put on earth’s robes of clay. From palaces of ivory to a stable cold and gray. Let us sing of the glory, the glory of the Lord.

Now bring the music of your faith, let jubilation start. Let alleluias fill the air and ring from every heart. Oh, how joyfully, oh, how merrily, let the world resound with joyful music!

Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive her King. Let every heart prepare Him room. Let every heart prepare Him room, and heav’n and nature sing, and heav’n and nature sing, and heav’n and heav’n and nature sing!

Oh, sing joyfully, rejoice! Oh, sing joyfully, rejoice! Joy to the world, the Lord is come!  Joy to the world, the Lord is come!

CAROL OF LONGING

Come, O come, Emmanuel.  Come, O King of Israel. Come and join our hearts as one. Come to us now Promised Son.

Our hearts are like a cradle, waiting for a child. Our lives are like a candle, longing for a fire. Silence now surrounds us. When will angels sing? A thousand tears have fallen. When will we see the King?
Our faith is like a sparrow, searching for a song. Our hope a glowing ember, waiting for the dawn. Shadows fall around us. When will night be done? A thousand tears have fallen. When will Messiah come?

The sorrows of our longing will one day pass away. Our eyes will see the promise come true upon that day. Our cries will turn to singing, our tears to streams of life. The dark of night will vanish, redeemed by perfect light!

Our dreams are like the snowflakes, drifting on the wind, tossed by storms and trials. When will winter end?  Soon we will behold Him. Our joyful hearts will sing. With a thousand tears of joy, with a thousand tears of joy, with a thousand tears of grateful joy we will greet the King of kings! We will greet the King of kings!

THE COMING JOY

My soul doth magnify the Lord. How can I keep from singing? I will praise forevermore, Love’s music in me ringing.
Gloria, Gloria, Gloria.  Hosanna in excelsis. 

My soul doth magnify the Lord, for God has shown me favor. Soon I’ll greet the happy morn, when I shall hold the Savior.

Gloria, Gloria, Gloria, Hosanna in excelsis.

Gentle Mary, chosen one, hear this salutation: You shall bear God’s holy One. He will rule the nations. Call his name Emmanuel, God to earth descending; promised King of Israel, bringing joy unending.

My soul doth magnify the Lord. His grade is in me living. I will praise forevermore. I’ll serve Him with thanksgiving.
Gloria, Gloria, Gloria.  Hosanna in excelsis.  Gloria, Gloria, Gloria. Gloria, Hosanna in excelsis.

UPON A MIDNIGHT CLEAR

It came upon a midnight clear, that glorious song of old, from angels bending near the earth to touch their harps of gold. 

“Peace on the earth, good will to all, from heaven’s gracious King”. The world in solemn stillness lay, to hear the angels sing.

Lully, lullay, Thou little tiny child.  Bye, bye, lully, lullay.  All people sing to welcome the King. Bye, bye, lully, lullay.  

Sleep little Lamb upon the straw Bye, bye, lully, lullay. Let stars shine down and brighten the stall. Bye, bye, lully, lullay.  Bye, bye, lully, lullay.

Lully, lullay, lully, lullay. Lullay, Lullay, lullay, my Jesus.

O Jesus sweet, O Jesus mild, in You God’s love becomes a child. From heavens glory You came down, and laid aside Your starry crown. O Jesus sweet, O Jesus mild. 

One day creation shall sing as one and crown You King of kings.  

And all the world send back the song, which now the angels sing, which now the angels sing.

A CALL TO CHRISTMAS JOY

Come, sing unto the Lord, all people rejoice. Gloria in excelsis Deo. Come sing unto the Lord, O lift up your voice. Gloria in excelsis Deo.

All creation rejoice land sing. Let the alleluias ring, giving praise to Christ the King.  Gloria, Gloria, Gloria, glory to God.

Come sign unto the Lord a jubilant song. Gloria in excelsis Deo. Come, sing unto the Lord with voices strong. Gloria in excelsis Deo.

Come to Bethlehem and see, Him whose birth the angels sing. Come adore on bended knee. Gloria, Gloria, Gloria, glory to God.

All Christians now rejoice with heart and soul and voice. Give ye heed to what we say: Jesus Christ is born today. 

Ox and ass before Him bow and He is in the manger now. Christ is born today, Christ is born today.

Let all creation rejoice and sign. Let the alleluias ring, giving praise to Christ the King. Gloria, Gloria, Gloria, glory to God in the highest!  Glory to God!  Give all glory to God!

JOURNEY TO BETHLEHEM

How far is it to Bethlehem?  Not very far.  Shall we find the stable room lit by a star? Can we see the Christ child, is He within?  If we lift the wooden latch, may we go in?

Oh great kings have gathered with gifts pure and bright, and we too much come with the gold of our lives.  Each joy and each teardrop, the songs that we sing, each burden and sorrow, the gifts that we bring.

Be near me, Lord Jesus, I ask You to stay close by me forever and love me, I pray.  Bless all of Your people with Your tender care, and take us to heaven to live with You there.

How far is it to Bethlehem, Not very far. Oh, not very far.

THE BEAUTIFUL IMPOSSIBLE

The beautiful impossible of Love’s wondrous birth, the glorious improbable of heaven come to earth, the mystery and majesty of a miracle nativity, the beautiful impossible, Jesus is  born.
The beautiful impossible, God’s star in the night that shines so incredible, ‘tis God’s guiding light.

The hope of peace, how can it be? A little child has come to lead. The beautiful impossible, Jesus is born.

Into our silence, God’s music resounds. Into our shadows, a star reaches out. To the mangers of our empty hearts, God sends a Savior to give life a start!

The beautiful impossible of angels in flight. With shouts indescribable, they wing through the night. The  heav’nly throng, with voices strong teach the world a joyful song.

The beautiful impossible, Jesus is born.

The beautiful impossible, Jesus is born. 

Jesus is born.

A NOEL PROCLAMATION

Angels, from the realms of glory, wing your flight o’er all the earth.  Ye who sang creation’s story now proclaim Messiah’s birth.

Come and worship.  Come and worship.  Worship Christ the newborn King.  Come and worship.  Come and worship.  Worship Christ the newborn King.  

Thou didst leave Thy throne and Thy Kingly crown, when Thou camest to earth for me; but in Bethlehem’s home was there found no room for Thy holy nativity. O come to my heart, Lord Jesus. There is room in my heart for Thee.

I heard the bells on Christmas day, their old familiar carols play, and wild and sweet the words repeat of peace on earth, good will to men.

Till ringing, singing on its way, the world revolved from night to day, a voice, a chime, a chant sublime, of peace on earth, good will to men!

O come, let us adore Him. O come, let us adore Him. O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord.

The first Noel the angel did say, was to certain poor shepherds in fields where they lay; in fields where they lay, keeping their sheep on a cold winter’s night that was so deep.  Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, born is the King of Israel.

Then let us all with one accord sing praises to our heav’nly Lord, that hath made heav’n and earth of  naught, and with His blood mankind hath bought.  

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, born is the King of Israel.  Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, born is the King of Israel!

Alleluia! Christ the Lord is born!

© 2009 Malcolm  Music
.






Prayer Concerns





++  Jackie Siemens  	++  Gary & Karen Scheel


++  John Weatherford	++  Ben Garrett


++  Bob Block  	++  James Wayne Hobbs


++  Aaron Puffer	++  Sandra & Leroy Mitchell


++  Shirley Wendof (bone cancer – Stan Teske’s sister)


++ Pam Foster (mini-strokes)


++ Janet Townsend (cancer/chemo)


++  Salatiael Guambe UMC and Pastor Ermelinda


Lazaro Batala  (our Mozambique partner church)




















