Welcome to
Cassidy United Methodist Church
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Fremont Hills, Nixa, Missouri
1st Sunday after Christmas
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 110:45 a.m.                                                                        
December 27, 2009
(* SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Congregation Stand, if comfortable)
GREETINGS, ANNOUNCEMENTS, and FRIENDSHIP PADS
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1PRELUDE/LIGHTING OF CANDLES
(Let us prepare our hearts and minds for worship.)
* CALL TO WORSHIP 
Leader:
Come, O come, Emmanuel.
People:
Our Emmanuel has come!
Leader:
Our Lord, Jesus Christ – fully God, yet fully human – has come!
People:
God is with us!
Leader:
Let us rejoice and be glad!
People:
Amen! Let us rejoice!  God is with us!
* HYMN NO. 246   
“Joy to the World”
* RESPONSIVE READING NO. 861
Psalm 148:1-14
* UNISON PRAYER 
Almighty God, by the birth of your holy child Jesus you gave us a great light to dawn on our darkness. Grant that in his light we may see light. Bestow upon us that most excellent Christmas gift of love to all people, so that the likeness of your Son may be formed in us, and that we may have the ever brightening hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 
(The Book Of Worship 1965, Alt.)
SPECIAL MUSIC
“Sweet Little Jesus Boy”
Eldena Bilyeu

TIME FOR ALL GOD’S CHILDREN


WELCOMING HYMN
“Where Children Belong”
This, this is where children belong, Welcomed as part of the worshiping throng.

Water, God’s Word, bread and cup, prayer, and song: This is where children belong.
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON (Page 235)
1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26
NEW TESTAMENT LESSON (Page 190)
Colossians 3:12-17
WORSHIP THROUGH PRAYER
Joys and Concerns

Preparing To Pray No. 393  
“Spirit of the Living God”
Pastoral Prayer  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1and The Lord’s Prayer
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen.
WORSHIP THROUGH GIVING: OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS

Offertory
Thelma Sweeney
“New Star Shinning”
* Doxology

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise him all creatures here below. 

Praise him above, ye heavenly hosts.  Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen.
* Offertory Prayer

* HYMN NO. 261
“Lord of the Dance”
* GOSPEL LESSON (Page 55)
Luke 2:41-52
Pastor:
This is the Word of God for the people of God.

People:
Thanks be to God!
TODAY’S MESSAGE

“When Kids Leave Home”
* HYMN NO. 364
“Because He Lives”
* BENEDICTION

* RESPONSE NO. 364 (refrain)
“Because He Lives”
* POSTLUDE
(     (     (     (     (
Our thanks to Kirby Holbrook for filling the pulpit this morning!
Friends and  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Visitors: Thank you for joining us! We welcome you to our service of worship today. Please register your attendance on the visitor card and place in the offering plate.
Hearing Assistance Devices are available. If you need one, please contact an usher for assistance.
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Our Mission: To seek, teach, baptize, and send disciples into the world to serve as witnesses for Christ. Please contact Pastor Gary for more information about our church or on becoming a member of this family 

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Joseph’s bags: Located on the shelf over the coat rack in fellowship hall, are available for children up to 6 years of age. Please return them following worship.  A nursery attendant is available for children under 4 years of age.
Invitation Cards – Invitation cards with worship and short-term study times for the New Year are available in the narthex for your use.

The next Tuesday Night Dinner ($6) is January 3. The menu this month is Salisbury steak or chicken casserole, potatoes au gratin, green peas, rolls, salad, and a selection of wonderful desserts! Carryouts are always available! Proceeds this month support the Watoto African Children’s Choir. Don’t forget: Tickets are available in the narthex to give to friends and acquaintances allowing them to eat free at our Tuesday Night Dinner.
No Choir Practice – There will be no choir practice until Wednesday, January 13.
The Church Office will be closed on Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday of next week (Dec. 29, 31, & Jan. 1).
Our Record of Attendance: 
Dec. 20 - Worship: 160
OUR WORSHIP LEADERS TODAY
Ministers:
All members of the congregation

Pastor: (Home: 725-9196; e-mail: garylangley@msn.com)
Rev. Gary Langley
Pianists:
Eldena Bilyeu

Stan Siemens
Sanctuary Choir Director:
Jackie Seidner

Worship Leader:
Jana Long
Hymn Leader:
Michael Seidner

Sound:
MaKennon Doran

Greeters and Ushers:
Mike Paulsell family
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Weekly Schedule:

Church office hours: 8 a.m. to noon, Monday thru Friday (582-3632) 


 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Sunday: Sunday School/Adult Studies
9:30 A.M.



  
Worship
10:45 A.M.

Tuesday: UMW Rebecca Circle
10:00 A.M.

Wednesday: Choir
7:00 P.M.


Friday: Open Prayer Time (all welcome)
8:45 A.M.


Cassidy UMC website: www.cassidyumc.net
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS

 
Monthly Food Donation: Souper Bowl Campaign - Each year in January we receive cans and boxes of soup to be given to The Least of These in Nixa. Last year, we received just under 500 cans of soup. Please help exceed that number this year.
January Sermon Series - Our sermon series for the New Year will be based on, ““Visoneering,” by Andy Stanley, an excellent book that focuses on how to develop and maintain God’s unique purpose for our lives. The series begins January 10 and will last for five weeks.

 

January Sunday Studies - We are offering two new short-term studies in the New Year beginning on Sunday, January 3 at 9:30 a.m.: (1) Kirby Holbrook is leading a study on World Religions focusing primarily on Judaism, Buddhism, Hindu and Islam, with a shorter discussion on others. (2) Bob Haswell will lead a study on “Methodism’s Unique Doctrines,” including perfection, sanctification, the witness of the Spirit, and what they mean for us today. Please plan on participating in one of these exciting classes!
Safe Sanctuary Program - Cassidy UMC has completed its first year under our Safe Sanctuary Program, a mandated program of the United Methodist Church that protects children, youth, and adult care-givers. A basic requirement of the program is that 2 unrelated adults must be present with children. All staff and volunteers who help with children and youth in any manner are to be trained on program procedures and updated annually. We are providing initial and refresher training after the next Fellowship Dinner on January 17. Training should take less than ½ hour. All those who with work with children or youth - or have an interest in doing so - are encouraged to attend.
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Prayer Concerns





++  Jackie Siemens  	++  Gary & Karen Scheel


++  John Weatherford	++  Ben Garrett


++  Bob Block  	++  James Wayne Hobbs


++  Aaron Puffer	++  Sandra & Leroy Mitchell


++  Shirley Wendof (bone cancer – Stan Teske’s sister)


++ Pam Foster (mini-strokes)


++ Janet Townsend (cancer/chemo)


++  Salatiael Guambe UMC and Pastor Ermelinda


Lazaro Batala  (our Mozambique partner church)
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