Welcome to
Cassidy United Methodist Church
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Fremont Hills, Nixa, Missouri
2nd Sunday of Advent/Communion Sunday 

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 110:45 a.m.                                                                        
December 6, 2009
(* SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Congregation Stand, if comfortable)
GREETINGS, ANNOUNCEMENTS, and FRIENDSHIP PADS
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1PRELUDE/LIGHTING OF CANDLES
(Let us prepare our hearts and minds for worship.)
CALL TO WORSHIP (Micah 5:2, 4-5a)
Leader:
But you, O Bethlehem, who are one of the little clans of Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from of old, from ancient days.
People:
Come, Lord Jesus!
Leader:
And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the Lord, in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God.
People:
Come, Lord Jesus!
Leader:
And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth; and he shall be the one of peace.
People:
Yes, come, Lord Jesus!
* HYMN NO. 230   
“O Little Town of Bethlehem”
* RESPONSIVE READING NO. 199
Canticle of Mary (Luke 1:46b-55)
* UNISON PRAYER 
O God, whose will is justice for the poor and peace for the afflicted, let your herald's urgent voice pierce our hardened hearts and announce the dawn of your kingdom. Before the advent of the One who baptizes with the fire of the Holy Spirit, let our complacency give way to conversion, oppression to justice, and conflict to acceptance of one another in Christ. We ask this through the One whose coming is certain, whose day draws near: your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 



(Sacramentary, U.S.A., 20th Cent.)
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE (see bulletin insert)
Herfkens’ family
SPECIAL MUSIC
Chancel Choir
“Christmastime”
TIME FOR ALL GOD’S CHILDREN
Terry Langley

WELCOMING HYMN
“Where Children Belong”
This, this is where children belong, Welcomed as part of the worshiping throng.

Water, God’s Word, bread and cup, prayer, and song: This is where children belong.

WORSHIP THROUGH PRAYER
Joys and Concerns

Preparing To Pray No. 234 vs. 1   
“O Come, All Ye Faithful”

Pastoral Prayer

WORSHIP THROUGH GIVING: OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS

Offertory

* Doxology

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise him all creatures here below. 

Praise him above, ye heavenly hosts.  Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen.
* Offertory Prayer

* HYMN NO. 238 vs. 1-3           
“Angels We Have Heard on High”
* GOSPEL LESSON (Page 54)
Luke 2:8-20
Pastor:
This is the Word of God for the people of God.

People:
Thanks be to God!
TODAY’S MESSAGE

“Journeying to Bethlehem: The Shepherds”
THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION NO. 12

(Please maintain an attitude of prayer throughout the service.)

* HYMN NO. 218
“It Came upon the Midnight Clear”
* BENEDICTION
* RESPONSE NO. 204   
“Emmanuel, Emmanuel”
* POSTLUDE
(     (     (     (     (
Friends and  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Visitors: Thank you for joining us! We welcome you to our service of worship today. Please register your attendance on the visitor card and place in the offering plate.
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Our Mission: To seek, teach, baptize, and send disciples into the world to serve as witnesses for Christ. Please contact Pastor Gary for more information about our church or on becoming a member of this family of faith.

Hearing Assistance Devices are available. If you need one, please contact an usher for assistance.
 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Joseph’s bags: Located on the shelf over the coat rack in fellowship hall, are available for children up to 6 years of age. Please return them following worship.  A nursery attendant is available for children under 4 years of age.
Flowers on the altar are presented to the glory of God in honor of’ Barbara McConnell’s birthday by Neal Stumbo and Debra Linscome.
Our Record of Attendance: 
Nov. 29 - Sunday School: 28; Worship: 109
Communion by Intinction: We will be taking communion by intinction, dipping the bread into the cup. After you have been served, you are invited to pray at the communion rail, returning by the side aisles. If you prefer, individual servings of the communion elements are available at the ends of the communion rail. For those who need assistance, please notify the ushers, who will serve you at your seat.
Communion Offering: An offering plate will be available at the front of the sanctuary for our compassion fund, which helps those in immediate need.
Holiday Families – We have received the name and gift requests for our holiday family: a father who is out of work, a mother with several health problems, and three children – 2 girls, ages 14 & 10, and a boy, age 7. Gift items are posted in the narthex for those who wish to purchase a gift. We are also in need of monetary donations for holiday meals and a larger gift for each of the children.
Coming Up:
 

Missions Team:  Tuesday, December 8 @ 9 a.m.
UMW Business Meeting: Tuesday, December 8 @ 10 a.m.

Trustees: Wednesday, December 9 @ 6 p.m.

United Methodist Men: Saturday, December 12 @ 7:30 a.m.

Riverview Manor Worship Service: Sunday, December 13 @ 2:30 p.m.
OUR WORSHIP LEADERS TODAY
Ministers:
All members of the congregation

Pastor: (Home: 725-9196; e-mail: garylangley@msn.com)
Rev. Gary Langley
Pianists:
Sharon Culbertson


Stan Siemens
Sanctuary Choir Director:
Jackie Seidner

Worship Leader:
Jake Archer
Hymn Leader:
Michael Seidner

Sound:
MaKennon Doran

Greeters and Ushers:
Will/Dee Carr

Jerry/Suzanne Epperly
Communion Stewards:  
Wayne & Marilyn Tinsley

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Weekly Schedule:

Church office hours: 8 a.m. to noon, Monday thru Friday (582-3632) 


 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Sunday: Sunday School/Adult Studies
9:30 A.M.



  
Worship
10:45 A.M.

Tuesday: UMW Rebecca Circle
10:00 A.M.

Wednesday: Choir
7:00 P.M.


Friday: Open Prayer Time (all welcome)
8:45 A.M.


Cassidy UMC website: www.cassidyumc.net

ANNOUNCEMENTS

 
Monthly Food Donation – We are collecting dried pasta and/or jello/pudding in December. 

Siemens’ Anniversary Celebration – The congregation is invited to attend a come-and-go celebration of Stan and Jackie’s 40th wedding anniversary. Light appetizers and cake will be served in Fellowship Hall from 2 to 5 p.m. on Sunday, December 20. No gifts please!
Christmas Invitation Bags & Cards – We have obtained Christmas invitation bags that include a New Testament, a tract by Max Lucado, and an invitation to our Christmas Eve service. Also, invitation cards to all services during the Advent season are available. These are wonderful materials for the congregation’s use in both sharing the Good News of Christmas with their friends, acquaintances, and neighbors; and inviting them to our Christmas activities. Please take several!
Advent and Christmas Special Activities:

Christmas Brunch: Instead of our regular potluck on December 20, we will have a Christmas brunch at 9:30 a.m. (during the Sunday School hour).  Everyone is invited bring cookies or other Christmas finger food to share.
Christmas Cantata: On Sunday, December 20 the choir will present “The Mystery and the Majesty,” during morning worship. The inspirational cantata celebrates the wonder and splendor of Christmas with traditional carols and newly composed seasonal anthems.
Longest Night Service: On Monday, December 21 at 7:00 p.m., we will provide a quiet, meditative worship service of healing and comfort especially for those for whom holiday-time is bittersweet because of loss, disrupting change, or loneliness. The focus of this service is on remembering, sharing our hurting places with God, and preparing our hearts for the coming of Christ. If you know of someone who would appreciate this type of service, be sure to invite them.
Christmas Eve Candlelight Communion Service: Our beautiful, traditional Christmas Eve service filled with music, scripture, candlelight, and communion is Wednesday, December 24 @ 7 p.m.
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LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE
"See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you delight -- indeed, he is coming," says the Lord of hosts. "But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears? For he is like a refiner's fire and like fuller's soap; he will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify them like gold and silver, until they present offerings to the Lord in righteousness. Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lord as in the days of old and as in former years."  (Malachi 3:1-4, NRSV)
Christmas is intended to be a transforming event, not a lovely interlude in business as usual. What we do in Advent in preparation for Christmas will be our means of getting ready for a new way of looking at life - a new way of living. The Prophet Malachi speaks of a messenger:
. . . one who will prepare the way of the Lord
. . . one who reminds us of the covenant of God
. . . one who refines and purifies us in faithfulness 

How then do we prepare to be transformed by the coming of the Lord?
. . . by allowing the light of hope to awaken our spirits?
. . . by making room for the Lord to write the covenant on our hearts?
. . . by living in gratitude for what we receive in the Lord? 

If we prepare ourselves by renewing our covenant with God, then we will be truly transformed as Christ comes again into our lives. 

Leader:
See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, says the Lord of hosts.
[Here light the first Advent candle] 

People:
The light of hope has awakened our spirits.
Leader:
A voice cries out in the wilderness, "Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight."
People:
Renew in us your covenant, O God, that we may be ready for the dawn of your salvation.
Leader:
We light a second candle to bring light to every darkness, and to guide us in the way of peace.
[Here light the second Advent candle] 

People:
With gratitude for your light, O God, we will prepare to welcome a new birth of your love.
Copyright 2009 F. Richard Garland. Published with permission by The United Methodist General Board of Discipleship, PO Box 340003, Nashville TN 37203, www.umcworship.org.
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Prayer Concerns





++  Jackie Siemens  	++  Gary & Karen Scheel


++  John Weatherford	++  Ben Garrett


++  Bob Block  	++  James Wayne Hobbs


++  Aaron Puffer	++  Sandra & Leroy Mitchell


++  Salatiael Guambe UMC and Pastor Ermelinda


Lazaro Batala  (our Mozambique partner church)
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