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The Good News

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ!


I don’t know how the holiday season seems to sneak up on me each year. I mean November follows October, and Thanksgiving is in November, right? And then Christmas always comes about a month after Thanksgiving. And yet I never feel quite prepared for the holidays when they arrive. I keep thinking, “Oh, there’s plenty of time,” and then all of a sudden there isn’t! And then it seems like I’m always playing catch up. And there are so many special programs and activities this time of year on top of the normal activities of our lives, that it can be hard to squeeze them all in. 


If we’re not careful we can become so busy that we miss the beauty and the wonder of this awe-inspiring season. This year I encourage each of us to set aside sacred time – if not every day, then at least once a week. Spend it alone or with loved ones. Plan a special event each week that will help you enjoy “the Mystery and the Majesty” of this season (coincidentally the title of our choir’s cantata this year) - and I don’t mean the office party or a Branson show, but something that will really convey the true meaning of God’s amazing gift to each of us. And I say plan, because if we’re not intentional, it will likely not happen. Maybe it’s a special Christmas concert or a quiet walk on a wintry evening, sitting with the family reading an advent devotional or helping in a soup kitchen. This year, rather than giving in to all the usual glitter and turmoil, let us make room in our hearts for the Christ child to enter in.


And like last year, as we prepare for the Christmas season, let us also keep in mind our church will most likely have many visitors over the next few weeks, since this time of year can often turn one’s thoughts to one’s relationship with God. Many are looking for the hope, love, peace, and joy that can only be found in a relationship with our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Let us show radical hospitality to our visitors. The greeting they receive from us may make all the difference whether a person makes a connection. But we must be intentional, consciously moving away from our more intimate relationships to look for those visiting. If we only spend time with those we know, a visitor can slip out without ever being welcomed. We each are to be angels – “God’s messengers” – bringing the good news of great joy, especially to those who need to hear it!

Love, Pastor Gary
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Bring-It-Forward Thanksgiving Offering
There will be a bring-it-forward Thanksgiving offering during the worship service on Sunday, November 22 to help the Least of These food pantry. Each person who wishes to participate will bring a gift of food or a monetary donation that morning.  These gifts will be brought to the altar at a designated time during the worship service.
Hanging of the Greenery

 

Please join us after worship on Sunday, November 22 to decorate the sanctuary and narthex for Christmas.
Thanksgiving Dinner
 

We are again hosting a potluck Thanksgiving Day Dinner beginning at 3 p.m. at the church for everyone who wishes to attend - especially those who are unable to be with their extended family. The meat will be provided. Please contact June Teske, 725- 9632, if you plan to attend.

C.R.E.W. News
Our youth group is staying active. They sponsored a game night in November that was well-attended and a lot of fun! Saturday, November 21, they will attend the Stained Glass Theater. They will not meet a regular meeting on Sunday Nov. 22 or 29.  They will help with the Hanging of the Greenery on Sunday the 22nd after worship, and also participate in the 5th Sunday Hymn Sing on the 29th. The C.R.E.W. is open to all youth: 5th through 12th grades.


Missions News

 

Least of These – We collected a total of 40 boxes of hamburger helper in October. Our donations for December will be dried pasta and/or jello/pudding.  Thanks to everyone who is participating to help feed hungry families! 

Mitten Tree – Be sure to bring in scarves, gloves/mittens, hats, and socks (children & adults) for the mitten tree in the narthex to help those in need during these cold wintry days.  November 29 will be our last Sunday for collecting.
Holiday Family – We have received the names and gift requests for our holiday family: a father who is out of work, a mother with several health problems, and three children – 2 girls, ages 14 & 10, and a boy, age 7. Gift items will be posted in the narthex beginning Sunday, November 29 for those who wish to purchase a gift. We are also in need of monetary donations for the two holiday meals (Thanksgiving and Christmas) and a larger gift item for each child. Mark your check or envelope: “Holiday Family.”
 
Poinsettias
Poinsettias will decorate the sanctuary during the entire Advent season this year. You are invited to purchase one or more at a cost of $8 each. Please fill out the form, attach a check or cash, and place in the offering plate or bring to the office by November 22. The information will be included in the bulletin on December 20 and Christmas Eve. You may pick up your poinsettia following the Christmas Eve service.
Church Library
 

A bookshelf has been installed in the church office with many books of interest: Christian novels, Methodism, theology, spiritual growth, etc. These are available to all members of the congregation. Help yourself!
Fifth Sunday Hymn Sing
 

Our next Hymn Sing is Sunday, November 29. We will gather in Fellowship Hall @ 5:00 p.m. Bring your favorite finger-food to share. We’ll move to the sanctuary at 5:30 for pick-your-favorite-hymn congregational singing, as well as solos and specials. Join us!
Christmas Cantata

 

You won’t want to miss the choir’s presentation of “The Mystery and the Majesty,” during morning worship on December 20. The inspirational cantata celebrates the wonder and splendor of Christmas with traditional carols and newly composed seasonal anthems.
Congratulations to Renee Lynn!
Renee Lynn recently received the 2009 John V. Eubanks - Marlene Figge Memorial Caring and Sharing Volunteer of the Year for her work with pet therapy. Renee & her dog, Missy, have been volunteering with the Pet Therapy of the Ozarks program since 2003, when Missy was 2. They visit several nursing homes and assisted living facilities in the Springfield, Ozark and Nixa areas, as well as, the Family Violence Center in Springfield once a month. In September, they started visiting the Christian County Library twice a month with PALS (Pets As Listeners) where the children read to the dog without being criticized.  Renee hopes to see this activity grow for a very long time and have a room full of children that read to Missy. Renee is only the second recipient of this memorial award, given in honor of two former board members and very active participants in the Pet Therapy community. For more information on the pet therapy program, contact Renee or visit their web site: pettherapyoftheozarks.org.

The Longest Night Christmas Service

 

For many, Christmas is a bittersweet time of year. It is a time for remembering both persons and events that have been a part of our lives in the past, but that are now changed or gone. This is the time of year with the longest nights, so this year we will offer a quiet, meditative worship service that makes time for remembering, sharing our hurting places with God, and preparing our hearts for the coming of Christ. If you know of someone who would appreciate this type of service, be sure to invite them: Monday, December 21 at 7:00 p.m.

Annual UMW Christmas Lunch

 

All ladies of Cassidy UMC are invited to the annual UMW Christmas lunch on Saturday, Dec. 5. This year we will be dining at Grant’s Restaurant. Please join us for a time of relaxation and fellowship as we usher in the Christmas season. Reservations are required and may be made by contacting JoAn Jewell at the church office (582-3632) or Terry Langley (725-9196). We will meet at the church at 11 a.m. to carpool, or go directly to Grant’s at 11:15. Grant’s is located at 1759 W Hwy J in Ozark (directly across from Lambert’s). Their food is excellent and they have been a wonderful supporter of our bazaar and Freedom’s Rest!
A Note from the Church Office
 

Miss a service? If you are unable to attend a service, remember you can read the bulletin at www.cassidyumc.net.  If you do not have access to a computer, call the church office at 582-3632 and we will be happy to mail a bulletin to you.  Also, don’t forget the worship services are on cassette and CD and are available in the narthex.
E-mails – Whenever you e-mail the church office, JoAn will always respond so that you know it has been received. If you do not receive a response, you may assume it was not received. We want to stay in touch!
Donations for Women’s Domestic Violence Center
 

The residents of Freedom’s Rest are in need of coats for children and adults and long pants for the children. If you have something to donate, please bring to the counter in Fellowship Hall or the office.  Thank you!

 

 






The next Tuesday Night Dinner ($6) is January 5. Stay tuned for the menu - we’ll see you all next year!





Upcoming events:


Ladies’ Lunch Bunch: Fri., Nov. 20 @ 11 a.m.


Hanging of the Greens: Sun. Nov. 22 after worship


CUMC Thanksgiving meal: Thurs. Nov. 26 @ 3 p.m.


5th Sunday Hymn Sing: Sun. Nov. 29 @ 5 p.m.


Evangelism Team: Wed., Dec. 2 @ 9 a.m.


Education Team: Wed., Dec. 2 @ 7 p.m.


Bell-Ringing: Fri., Dec. 4 @ noon-8 p.m. 


Ladies Luncheon: Sat., Dec. 5 @ 11 a.m.


Missions Team: Tues., Dec. 8 @ 9 a.m.


UMW Business Meeting: Tues., Dec. 8 @ 10 a.m.


	Trustees: Wed., Dec. 9 @ 6 p.m.


United Methodist Men: Sat., Dec. 12 @ 7:30 a.m.


	Riverview Worship Svc: Sun., Dec. 13 @ 2:30 p.m. Spiritual Life Team: Tues., Dec. 15 @ 9 a.m.


	Admin. Council: Wed., Dec. 16 @ 6 p.m.


Advent and Christmas Special Activities:


Christmas Brunch: Sun., Dec. 20 @ 9:30 a.m.


Christmas Cantata:  during worship on Dec. 20.


Longest Night Service: Mon., Dec. 21 @ 7 p.m.


Christmas Eve Candlelight Communion Service, 


Dec. 24 @ 7 p.m.


� SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1�Weekly Schedule:


Church office hours: 8 a.m. to noon, Mon. thru Fri. (582-3632) 


	� SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1�Sunday: 	Sunday School/Adult Studies	9:30 A.M.


		  	Worship	10:45 A.M.


		C.R.E.W. (Youth: 5th -12th)	5:30 P.M.


	Tuesday: UMW Rebecca Circle	10:00 A.M.


	Wednesday: Choir	7:00 P.M.


	Thursday:  Disciple II	6:30 P.M.


Friday: Open Prayer Time (all welcome)	8:45 A.M.








Prayer Concerns





++  Jackie Siemens  	++  Gary & Karen Scheel


++  John Weatherford	++  Ben Garrett


++  Bob Block  	++  James Wayne Hobbs


++  Aaron Puffer	++  Sandra & Leroy Mitchell


++  Salatiael Guambe UMC and Pastor Ermelinda


Lazaro Batala  (our Mozambique partner church)














Salvation Army Bell Ringers Needed





This year we are scheduled to ring at both doors at the Wal-Mart in Ozark from noon to 8 p.m. on Friday, December 4. With two person teams, that’s 32 persons. This is always a lot of fun, and it‘s for a great cause: the Salvation Army in Christian County who provides emergency assistance for families in need: utilities, food, eyeglasses, medicine, etc. Please let the church office know when you can ring or sign-up on the scheduling sheet available in the narthex.











Our Attendance:





	Oct. 25	125


	Nov. 1	116


	Nov. 8	97


	Nov. 15	98


		


 You are missed when


     you are not present.


 











Our Mission:


	to seek, teach, 


		baptize and  


			send disciples


	into the world 


		as witnesses 


			for Christ.


 











Thank You





Dear Wonderful Women of Cassidy, Thank you so much for all the food you provided, prepared, and delivered to my Aunt Thelma Friebe for the gathering of our family to celebrate the life of my mother, Louella Wilson. Your food was excellent and there was way too much. Our family was able to eat together for lunch and then again later in the evening after the service was over. What a wonderful blessing you have been to us and this simple thank you does not seem like enough. You helped make our gathering a very special experience.


	Let me encourage you in your work of providing for families finding themselves in a difficult situation, and in a lot of cases, a long way from home. With your help, we were able to gather, to experience the celebrations services and the togetherness that followed, with no concern over food, for there was no lack. Everyone had all they wanted, and possibly more than they needed. May God richly bless each and everyone of you, just as you have blessed others. Once again, thank you very much, Michael Wilson.





Dear Pastor Gary & Cassidy Church family, Thank you for the balloons, candy, bear, prayers, concern, and support during this time of healing. It is most appreciated. Love in Christ, Lauren Inman





Thank you all for your prayers, cards and visits while I was in the hospital.  You are great friends.   Gabe Siemens








DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS


 


	   2	Gary Langley	16 	Bob Block


	  4 	Michael Forrester	17 	Mary Whittington


	 6 	Barbara McConnell	20 	Sarah Linn


	7 	Jake Archer	20 	Debbie Linscome


	10	Tammy Humphrey 	21 	Danny Hainline


	10 	Albert McDaniel	22 	Katy Stark


	11 	Don Sweeney	24 	Shannon Burk


	13 	Tim Garrett	26 	Jennifer Burk


	14 	Michael Paulsell	27	John Grasmick


    	15  	Bill Norwood	29 	Tom Tyson


	15	Tammy Pieczynski	


			 


DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES


 


	21	Stan & Jackie Siemens	(1969)


	22	Lester & Bettie King	(1944)


	24	Robert & Katy Pitts	(2007)


             	 29	Bob & Jeanette Dimond	(1956)


  


May your special day be full of joy and 


happiness for each of you!











Worship Hours


Sunday School/Adult Studies 	9:30 A.M.


Worship  	10:45 A.M.


 








Cassidy United Methodist Church


Gary Langley, Pastor


5151 N Fremont Road


Nixa, MO  65714


 


E-mail: Cassidyumc@cebridge.net


Telephone: 582-3632


 www.cassidyumc.net
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